
  

Robert Schinzel grew up as a nomad, moving frequently with his family. 
Changes in locale gave Bob an unusual perspective on the world around 
him, differing viewpoints and values. With an MS in agriculture and 
geography, followed by a few years as soil scientist and wildland 
firefighter, he began a 33-year career in law enforcement, becoming 
detective sergeant in a metropolitan police department and federal agent 
and administrator with several U.S. agencies. He began writing poetry 
after retirement, especially poems about nature and the close parallels to 
human behavior. His poems appear in three published books of his own 
(Into the Fire and Westbound 380) and various anthologies. He is the 2023 
winner of the Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript Prize for his book, When Stone 
Speaks—A Journey in Poetry Through the Grand Canyon and Across the 
Colorado Plateau.

The Next General Meeting of the Poetry Society of Texas - September 14, 2024 
Featured Speaker Robert (Bob) Schinzel 

2023 Catherine Casse Lubbe Manuscript Prize Winner

Dead Poet’s Quote of the Month 
I grew up in this town, my poetry was born between the hill and the river, it 
took its voice from the rain, and like the timber, it steeped itself in the forests. 

- Pablo Neruda 



In accordance with the Constitution of the Poetry Society of 
Texas the election of the Executive Board took place during the 
May  11, 2024 General Meeting. 

Elected as President  - Catherine L’Herison. 
Re-elected as Recording Secretary - Barabara Blanks. 
Re-elected as Corresponding Secretary - Carol Thompson. 
Re-elected as Director - Ann Howells 

Joining the Board as newly elected Directors: Lynn Robert 
Grice and Holly Janagiri. 

New Board Member Lynn Roberts Grice, will also serve as PST 
Monthly Contest Chair.  She has been a PST member since 
2004, Councilor since 2008, and PST Annual Contest Chairman 
in 2021 and 2022. Member of Poets Northwest since 2001. She 
has won many awards for her poetry, and been published in 
numerous anthologies She has two books, Poiema, 2007, and 
Squirrel in a Cactus Garden, 2011.Lynn has served on the Board 
of Poets Northwest for 21 years, in almost every position, and 
currently serves as Treasurer/Membership, Event Coordinator/
Fundraising, and Historian. She lives in Houston with her 
husband, David and cat, Houdini, She has a son, Jason, and a 
grandson Christian Grice. She is a retired special education 
paraprofessional. 

New Board Member Holly Jahangiri is also the PST Webmaster  and a member of Poets Northwest, in Houston. She 
chaired the group's anthology Committee in 2023, helping to edit and produce Dreams + Nightmares. She is the 
author of three children’s books: Trockle; A Puppy, Not a Guppy; and A New Leaf for Lyle. Holly draws inspiration 
from her family, from her own childhood adventures (some of which only happened in her overactive imagination), 
and from readers both young and young in spirit. She lives in Houston, Texas, with her husband, J.J., whose love and 
encouragement make writing books twice the fun. 

Retiring from the Board are President Richard Weatherly , Treasurer Neal Ostman, Director JDarrell Kirkley, and 
Director Steve Sanders.  Please join the Board in thanking these for Board Members  their service to PST.  PST is only 
successful because of the unselfish leadership of volunteers like these folks. 

Introducing Your New PST Board Seated September 1, 2024 

President: Catherine L’Herisson                                            
518 Grinnell Dr.•Garland TX 75043	 	
972-270-4994 • caterinepoet@juno.com 

Recording Secretary: Barbara Blanks 	 	
1518 Running River Rd • Garland, TX 75044-7254	
972-495-7311 •  barbarablanks@aol.com  

Corresponding Secretary: Carol Thompson	
806 Festoon Court • Tyler 75703	 	 	
903-539-0458 •  btt0212@hotmail.com 

Director: Ann Howells 
1621 Brighton Drive • Carrollton TX 75007                     
972-394-1580 •  annhwlls@gmail.com 

Director: Lynn Roberts Grice                                                   
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr •  Houston TX 77070-1938                     
713-249-5935 •  texaspoet53@hotmail.com 

Director: Holly Jahangiri	 	 	 	
12310 Vintage Leaf Circle • Houston TX 77070 	 	
281-435-4413 •  holly.jahangiri@gmail.com 

PST Board Members

2025 PST Summer Conference 

The PST Board is looking for a Chapter or Individual to volunteer  to host the 2025 summer 
conference.  The Summer Conference is a critical annual event for PST, but it is only possible with a 
local partner.  If you are interested please connect with Catherine L’Herrison as soon as possible. 

mailto:btt0212@hotmail.com
mailto:holly.jahangiri@gmail.com


Membership Report 
from Membership Chair Lynn Lewis

July Monthly Contest Results 
Contest Chair Lynn Roberts Grice 

19 Entries 

General Contest 
Critic Judge: Julie Cummings, Conifer, CO 
1st—Cade Huie, Grand Prairie —Solitude vs Loneliness 
2nd—Richard Hurzeler, Tyler 
3rd—Sheila Tingley Moore, San Antonio 

Laugh Lines 
Laugh Lines Judge— Barbara Blanks, Garland 
 LL Winner— Dave Weber, Pflugerville 

Book Prizes: 
Popular – Sylvia S. Medel	  
Ted O. Badger Memorial Prize – Laurie Kolp	  
Birma’s Collection – Barbara Blanks 
Marshall Prize – Fred Manchester 
Seadog CD Prize – Nancy Bowman Ballard 

Other poems were by: Dorothy Sells Clover, Stephen 
Schwei, Cahereine L’Herrison, Leanne Reaves, Manual 
L English 
Note: The window for entering the October contest is 
September 1 - 15

Book Donations Report 

Librarian, Barbara Blanks reported the following 
donations: 

• ABOTY 2024, edited by Janet Tyner.

• Dreams of an Island Girl, by Lee Lee Lee.


Any PST member wishing to donate a book should 
contact Barbara.  Her contact information is listed on 
page 2.


Active Members…. ..198 

Associate Members….13 

Life Members………..30 

Supporting Members….0 

Sustaining Members….4 

Recently Deceased…..1 

Student……………….1 

Honorary Members….5 

Benefactor Members .. 1 

Total Membership…251 

New Active Members  

We have 8 new Active Members: 
Howard K. Pelton, Allen TX 
Barbara Cox, Dallas TX 
Corinne Hughes, Austin TX 
Catherine L Kelley, McKinney TX 
John O’Conner, Plano TX 
Kathy Avoid, Farmers Branch TX 
Maria Crabtree, Mission KS 
Christine O. Susany, DAllas TX 

Welcome to PST! 

The Poetry Society of Texas extends our 
sympathy to the family and friends of long 
time member Patrick Marshall of Keller 
Texas. RIP Patrick 



UP COMING

SAVE THE DATE!  The Denton Poets' Assembly and the Fort Worth 
Poetry Society are sponsoring a Zoom gathering to honor Patrick 
Marshall.  Patrick passed away on July 3rd but Patrick was a great 
friend, poet, and supporter of poetry in Texas.  We are planning on a 
reading of your favorite poem by Patrick, about Patrick, or about 
celebrating life.  Save the date - September 18, 2024, from 10:00 AM 
to 11:30 AM.  More details will follow but please share this with others 
who knew Patrick.  Until then, enjoy one of Patrick's poems at https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJbpKEkW9p0.  See you soon!

save the date

save the date

coming up

coming up
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save the date
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coming up

Waco WordFest 
Save the date: Nov. 15-17, 2024 
Waco Cultural Arts Fest:  WordFest 
Waco Convention Center 
WordFest Feature Poet for 2024 
WordFest 
is Anne McCrady!!!! 

Save the date: Nov. 9 
PST Annual Awards Banquet 

Details to Follow 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJbpKEkW9p0&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR179vRSX7Z5Hz9KaZ8SKOcHJ3utKCrX7lmCIrWXLEUkJ2VD-ochglKCh4c_aem_g0S0natRzhfgjQowex-1TA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZJbpKEkW9p0&fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR179vRSX7Z5Hz9KaZ8SKOcHJ3utKCrX7lmCIrWXLEUkJ2VD-ochglKCh4c_aem_g0S0natRzhfgjQowex-1TA


An afternoon in the Fast Lane! 
A PST Summer Zoom Special

nn Howells delivered a Master Class on Prose Poetry.  She explained that the prose poem was a form in 
many cultures around the world dating back at least to the 17th century.  In the Western culture its roots 
come from the French.  It fell out of favor in the Modernist Era and while it has regained popularity it is 

perhaps the most misunderstood of poetic forms.  Ann explained that the prose poem was one that allows for great 
freedom and experimentation. She covered the four main kinds of Prose Poems: the Postcard, the Factoid, the 
Deadpan Narrative, and the Surreal Narrative.  She gave us seven steps on how to go about writing a prose poem. 
Ann also reminded us that what makes a prose poem poetry, is the same thing that makes any other form poetry: 
the elevation of the language. Rhyme, repetition, alliteration, rhythm of the words, figurative language, and 
emotional tension, are all elements that belong in the prose poem. Throughout her discussion she shared poems to 
illustrate the concepts.  She left the group excited to take pen in hand and write some prose poetry of our own.

Susan Maxwell Campbell read from her William D. 
Barney prize winning book Just Looking:


- "Lewis and Clark's Map" after the map by Captain 
Lewis 


- “My lady has fine feet" after Bathsheba at Her 
Bath by Rembrandt


- "I am Earth's Master" after the anonymous stone 
bas-relief decorating a public wall in Nineveh, Assyria 
(in the British Museum it's called Mastiffs and 
Eunuchs Going to the Hunt) 


- "And here for a little while" after part of Jacob 
Lawrence's his series Harriet Tubman.

POETRY
POETRY

Featured Speakers

Bob Schinzel read a selection from his Catherine 
Case Libby  prize winning book When Stone 
Speaks: 

- "The Trail Goes Both Ways,” 
- "Into the Woods,” 
- “Veering Off the Centerline,” 
- "A Long Winter."

Recap!



A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary - Carol Thompson 

Hello, poets! We've moved into another year of writing poetry and making plans for our writing projects - a time 
of creative expectation! In the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership with the Poetry 
Society of Texas (PST) is current.  Annual membership dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each year (or 
$ 500.00 for life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues payment can fall by the 
wayside.   
  
You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair (elsquared59@yahoo.com) at  
  
Lynn Lewis  
1704 Enderly Place  
Fort Worth, Texas 76104  
  
and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).  
  
You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 30. We know that you don't want to be 
dropped! Membership entitles you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the National 
Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. Paying your annual PST dues means that you are 
automatically a member of NFSPS. You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year. Membership allows 
you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to receive current information and links not available to the 
general public. Pay your dues and keep up with us!  
  
Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no matter where you live. Our meetings 
provide current information, member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - and fun! You 
can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these 
organizations – they are well worth your time! 

A Note from PST Monthly Contest Chair - Lynn Roberts Grice 

Submissions will be accepted September 1 through September 15,  for the October monthly contest. We 
especially need Laugh Lines poems. Please review the complete Monthly Contest Rules on the PST website as 
they have changed. www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org 

General Contest Poems have a 28-line limit with no more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation 
and spaces. Laugh Lines have a 16-line limit. One-line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as 
lines, but all other lines do–including second line of a two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc. 
Submit one typewritten copy for each contest entered as a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the 
email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork will be accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper 
left-hand corner. Type your name, address, phone number, and email address in the upper right-hand corner. 

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active members who have paid their annual 
dues. Please don’t forget to renew your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done 
so already. (*see below) 

I prefer email submissions to texaspoet53@hotmail.com 

Please include – PST Oct. Monthly Contest in the subject line 

Or mail entries to: 
Lynn Roberts Grice 
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr 
Houston, TX  77070 

Entries must be received by midnight September 15th. 

Lynn Roberts Grice, 
Monthly Contest Chairman 
Poetry Society of Texas 

mailto:elsquared59@yahoo.com
http://paypal.me/PSTexas
http://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
http://nfsps.org/
http://www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
mailto:texaspoet53@hotmail.com


NFSPS News 

CONTESTS
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Checkout 
Catherine’s PST Strophes 
Update (Page 10)

Details about the following contests sponsored by NFSPS are 
published in the August Edition of Strophes now available at 
neaps.net: 

• Quarterly Members Only Contest - inaugural submission window Oct 1 - 
Oct 31, 2024 (Details on page 12). 

• Manningham Student Poetry Contest - submission period: Sept 15 - Nov 
15, 2024 (Details on page 11). 

• 2024 Stevens Poetry Book Manuscript Competition submission period: 
Aug 15 - Oct 15, 2024 (Details pages 10-11). 

• 2025 BlackBerry Peach (Spoken word) submission period: Jan 1 - March 
15, 2024 (Details NFSPS website). 

• Annual NFSPS Contest Submission Period  submission period: Jan 1 - 
March 15, 2024 (Details NFSPS website).

Your PST dues include membership in the National 
Federation of State Poetry Societies. The  latest issue of 
Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter is on their website. 
Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you have to go 
online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. 

Full details can be found at nfsps.net. Please share widely!  

About the Bulletin of The Poetry Society of Texas 

Bulletin Editor: Fred Manchester 
fmanchester@yahoo.com 
Graphics: JDarrell Kirkley 
Distribution: Carol Thompson (Corresponding Secretary) 

News Deadline: 14th of each month by 8:00 p.m. Please include the name of the Chapter in the Subject Line.  
The Bulletin is published monthly August through May; however, only annual contest results are published in 
the November Bulletin.  Bulletin is distributed to members via e-mail through the Corresponding Secretary and 
posted on our website at www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org under the “Publications” tab.  

Congratulations to all of the Winners 
of NFSPS Contests 

For a complete list check out the 
August Strophes. 

https://nfsps.net/college-undergraduate-poetry-competition
mailto:fmanchester@yahoo.com
http://www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org


Alamo Area Poets of Texas 
Antonia Murguia Reporting 

No Meeting.


Denton Poets’ Assembly 
Betty Roberts Reporting 

Denton Poets’ Assembly met Saturday, Aug. 17, 2024, at 
Emily Fowler Library with 12 poets attending in person and 
12 by Zoom.  
Beth Honeycutt presented a close read of “What is Work” by 
Philip Levine, the poet laureate featured in August’s Read and 
Respond series. Honeycutt analyzed literary devices in the 
poem and the group discussed the theme. 
DPA members read original response poems to Levine’s 
poems. As an inspirational poet, member Paul Causey read 
his poem “Not Today,” based on all of Levine’s poems in the 
packet members received in August. Causey said the poems 
were all depressing, and he worries that in his retirement he’s 
become a curmudgeon. 
Members then shared “free” poems on PowerPoint, with 
member Gene Kusterer reading “Last Call” about cicadas.  
Mark Strand, poet laureate from 1990-91, will be the 
September Read and Respond poet. Strand lived from 1934 
to 2014 and received the Pulitzer Prize in 1999. He taught at 
Columbia University from 2005 until his death. 
In the kudos section of the meeting, Marjorie Chesbro read 
her poem “What I Saw,” which has been published in the 
August issue of the online journal Verse Virtual. 
A portion of DPA’s Merging Vision exhibit of poems and art 
has been moved from the Patterson-Appleton Arts Center to 
the Emily Fowler Library downtown, but the library will be 
closed for renovation from Aug. 19-27. After that time, the 
exhibit will continue through Oct. 4.  
Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to 
accommodate members who live too far to drive to Denton, 
we invite all interested persons to contact President Richard 
Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com). We meet the third 
Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon. 

  
Fort Worth Poetry Society 
Galen Steele Reporting 

A small gathering of kindred spirits inspired to describe the 
world without and the universe within. Also we learned that 
Amanda is to microphones what vampires are to mirrors. 

Opening poem Cade Huie; Apple Dropping into Deep Snow 
by Jane Kenyon 
Treasurers report: Still solvent  
Historian report: FWPS historical marker still pending in 
Austin with state officials. 
Accolades: Cade Huie won the PST monthly contest. 
Steve Sanders represented FRPS at the funeral of long time 
Denton Poetry Association member Patrick Marshall. He also 
received a rejection from a Vampire anthology. Galen Steele 
received a rejection from the Chestnut Review (during our 
meeting.) 
News: please checkout our fantastic new website 
FWpoets.org. It is pretty awesome as is the society it 
represents. If you have items to share send them to Amanda 
Russell. 
Unanimously selected a committee to review options for 
sponsoring a poetry podcast hosted by John Gillespie. 
Committee is John Bartell, Amanda Russell, Steve Sanders. 
Closing poem Cade Huie: 
How to Triumph like a Girl by Ada Limon. 
Next month: meeting August 27, 2024 at Trinity Episcopal 
Church. Opening poem by Michael Davies.  

Mockingbird  Chapter 
Brian Cummings Reporting  

The Mockingbird Poetry Society (MPS) met on Saturday, 
August 3 at the Heard-Craig Carriage House in McKinney. 
There were 18 members and three guests in attendance.  
Barry Rynk reported that he had a meeting with the Arts 
Club of McKinney to begin work on the prospectus for next 
year’s Arts Meet Poetry Contest, which will be held at Tupps 
Brewery in McKinney.  The Brewery has more wall space and 
will allow the art to stay up for a week. Mary Ellen Bluntzer 
shared an idea to help poets who are struggling with a poem 
solicit insights from Mockingbird members by providing them 
with copies of the poem and a self-addressed envelope. 
Comments could be shared at the next meeting. President 
Susan Mardell noted that the McKinney Public Library is 
sponsoring an Authors and Writer Fair on August 17 and 18.  
Susan will be leading sessions on writing poetry and 
freelance writing. At the conclusion of the meeting, each of 
the members shared a poem. 

mailto:richardkdpa@gmail.com
http://fwpoets.org/


Poets Northwest 

Holly Jahangiri Reporting 

Our topic for August was "On (or By?) Artificial 
Intelligence" - poets were challenged to write a poem 
with or without AI assistance. Members of the group 
took turns guessing whether AI was used or the 
poems were wholly original. Remember that poems 
written by, or with the assistance of, AI are typically 
not accepted for publication by journals or 
magazines. It's getting harder to tell, but AI can't yet 
hold a candle to human originality and AI will 
probably never be able to create a double-acrostic 
poem, as no one will invest the money or compute 
resources in making the predictive text engine work 
forwards and backwards! 
If you happen to be in the area, feel free to join one 
of our monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the 
month. Please contact Poets Northwest via social 
media for more information. Members and guests are 
encouraged to read original or favorite works during 
the second half of each monthly meeting. Our PST 
chapter is on the web at  http://www.poetsnw.com, 
o n F a c e b o o k a t  h tt p : / / f a c e b o o k . c o m /
PoetsNorthwest, on Twitter as @HoustonPoets, and 
on Instagram as poetsnorthwest. 

Rusk County Poetry Society 
Janet R. Tyner Reporting 
	   
On May 16, 2024, eight members of the Rusk County 
Poetry Society welcomed two guests to the multi-
purpose room of South Main Church of Christ in 
Henderson. President Sue Roberts called the meeting 
to order and Richard Hurzeler gave the invocation.  

Sue R. read some poems from the 1986 RCPS 
Anthology, including a poem about Amelia Earhart by 
Mayme Finlay Leadon and “Sing Sesquicentennial.” 
Janet Tyner, spotlight poet, presented recent haiku 
she has modeled after translations of some of the 
early Japanese formats. Janet presented a lesson on a 
modern poetic form, the tetractys. The writing 
prompt for the August meeting is to create a tetractys 
poem about a season of the year and consider 
submitting it to the new tetractys category of the PST 
Annual Contests. 
Three poets, Ilenya Marrin, Sue Roberts, and Janet 
Tyner, shared their lesson poems from the May 
prompt on “callings.” Several poems from other 
sources and prompts were shared by Richard 
Hurzeler, Sharon Taylor, Mary Tindall, and Carol 
Thompson. 
The next meeting of RCPS will be held on Thursday, 
August 13, 2024, in the multi-purpose room of South 
Main Church of Christ in Henderson.

http://www.poetsnw.com/
http://facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest
http://facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest

