
The Next General Meeting of the Poetry Society of Texas - October 12, 2024 
Featured Speaker Susan Maxwell Campbell 

2023 William D Barney Book Prize

Dead Poet’s Quote of the Month 
Poetry is language at its most distilled and most powerful. 

- Rita Dove 

usan Maxwell Campbell grew up in Dallas and is retired from teaching 
languages in public schools. She has two degrees in French and a 
degree in creative writing from University of North Texas, where she 

received the University Writing Award for Graduate Poetry. Her poems have 
appeared in several publications and have won awards from PST, NFSPS, and 
other groups. Her collection Anything You Ever Wanted to Know was selected 
the 2015 book winner of  Poetry Society of Texas. Other titles include  Ping 
Pong Poems with Chris Irving; Summer’s Back; and the CD Two Lilies with the 
late Susan Vogel Taylor. She won the 2023 William D. Barney Book Prize, 
offered  by Fort Worth Poetry Society; her ekphrastic collection is entitled 
Just Looking. Her principal activities are gardening, birdwatching, and 
singing. She lives in  Mansfield, Texas, with her husband of 50+ years and her 
Weimaraner Jenny.



ewly seated third-time President Catherine L’Herisson 
welcomed our 22 attendees, which included new 
member Georgia Clinton, and other current and 

former chapter presidents. She also thanked former Board 
members, President Rich Weatherly, Treasurer Neal Ostman, 
and Directors Steve Sanders and JDarrell Kirkley for all the 
time and effort they devoted to PST. She introduced Lynn 
Roberts Grice, one of our new Directors—and Monthly 
Contest Chair. She also introduced new director and 
Webmaster Holly Jahangiri, although Holly was unable to 
attend. Lastly, she thanked Barbara Blanks for her first-time 
hosting our Zoom meeting. 
Corresponding Secretary Carol Thompson gave the August 
Membership Report for Membership Chair Lynn Lewis. Active 
Members 198, Associate 13, Life 30, Student 1, Honorary 5; 
Benefactor 1; Supporting 0; Sustaining 5; Recently Deceased 0. 
We have two new Active Members: Georgia Clinton, Farmers 
Branch, and Ann Nickell, Waco. We also had 18 Renewing 
Members. Total Membership: 253.  
If you have not yet renewed your membership, please do. 
Checks can be sent to Lynn Lewis, or paid via Paypal at 
paypal.me/PSTexas. Your dues include automatic membership 
in NFSPS. Both the PST Bulletin and NFSPS Strophes are 
available on those websites. Details about the Stevens 
Manuscript Contest and the Manningham Student Contests 
are on the NFSPS website. 
Librarian Barbara Blanks announced three book donations to the permanent PST collection held at the Dallas 
Central Library:  
- Signs and Markers, by Vaida Stewart Montgomery. 
- ABOTY 2024, edited by Janet Tyner. 
- Dreams of an Island Girl, by Lee Lee Lee. 
Former Assistant Treasurer, now Current Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the August Financial report. The 
largest incomes were from renewing memberships and annual contest fees. Former Treasurer Neal Ostman has 
agreed to continue “bookkeeping” services for PST, probably until December. Because he now has limited access to 
the society’s accounts, President L’Herisson will be added as a signatory to the bank accounts.  
The Denton Poets Assembly plans to host the 2025 Summer Conference in Denton, July 17-19, at the Springhill 
Suites. Committee members Betty Roberts, Paul Causey, and Steve Sanders are already hard at work making this 
happen. The theme will be Side By Side—Together in Poetry. Details as they become available. 
Monthly Contest Chair Lynn Roberts Grice’s Hotmail address was hacked and is no longer functional. Webmaster 
Holly Jahangiri will set Lynn up with a PST address, where future monthly contest entries can be sent. Also, Lynn 
asks that you please read the Monthly Contest Rules on the PST website because some rules have changed. There 
is no contest in November, but Lynn will send reminders about entering the December contest. 

Minutes of PST General Meeting - September 14, 2024 

President: Catherine L’Herisson                                            
518 Grinnell Dr.•Garland TX 75043	 	
972-270-4994 • caterinepoet@juno.com 

Recording Secretary& Acting Treasurer:     
Barbara Blanks 	                                                   
1518 Running River Rd • Garland, TX 75044-7254	
972-495-7311 •  barbarablanks@aol.com  

Corresponding Secretary: Carol Thompson	
806 Festoon Court • Tyler 75703	 	 	
903-539-0458 •  btt0212@hotmail.com 

Director: Ann Howells 
1621 Brighton Drive • Carrollton TX 75007                     
972-394-1580 •  annhwlls@gmail.com 

Director: Lynn Roberts Grice                                                   
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr •  Houston TX 77070-1938                     
713-249-5935 •  texaspoet53@hotmail.com 

Director: Holly Jahangiri	 	 	 	
12310 Vintage Leaf Circle • Houston TX 77070 	 	
281-435-4413 •  holly.jahangiri@gmail.com 

PST Board Members



Our Annual Awards Banquet is scheduled for November 9. Details to follow. 
Poetry in Schools Chair Barry Rynk has scheduled the Student Awards ceremony for October 6, 2024, from 2-4 
p.m., at the Redeemer Bible Church in Dallas, TX. 
If you have not yet received a copy of the 2024 A Book of the Year, please contact one of the board members—
or send an email to poetrysocietyoftexas@gmail.com.  
Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks introduced our Program Speaker, Robert Schinzel, of Argyle. Growing up, 
Bob moved frequently with his family, and those changes in locale gave him an unusual perspective on the 
world around him. With an MS in agriculture and geography, he spent a few years as a soil scientist and 
wildland firefighter. After that, he had a 33-year career in law enforcement and as a federal agent and 
administrator with several U.S. Agencies. He began writing poetry after retirement. In 2019, Bob won the Wm 
D. Barney Chapbook contest, sponsored by the Fort Worth Poetry Society, with “Westbound 380: A Highway 
Through Time.” He also published his own book, “Into the Fire,” and has been published in several 
anthologies. He is the 2023 winner of the Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript Prize for his book, “When Stone 
Speaks—A Journey in Poetry Through the Grand Canyon and Across the Colorado Plateau.” It is available on 
Amazon: https://tinyurl.com/2sycu36d 
Bob said he has always loved geography—which is not just about land and location. It’s about spatial 
relationships. He described the Colorado Plateau, saying it is a big block of rock lifted up from the earth—the 
Grand Canyon is part of it—and everywhere you look, you see rock. It’s an area about half the size of Texas. 
Over time it is being eroded, will eventually sink to sea level—and then maybe rise up again. It is a metaphor 
for life—how we rise up, sink, rise—the whole evolutionary process. Metaphor can be a single word, a single 
poem, or an entire book. He sees the poems in his book as a metaphor of how the land made an impact on 
the people who lived there, who still live there, and on the people who visit. His poem, “Fry Bread” 
exemplified this with lines like, “The scene evokes their history, a time/of pain and perseverance,” and “speaking 
in tongues of tangled poetry,/musical and mystical words warped by wind./A paper plate is placed in my hand. I 
savor the meal— /fry bread, ancient aromas, the smell of time.” 

September Monthly Contest Results 
22 Entries.  Judge: Polly Opsahl, Oscoda, MI


1st --Susan Maxwell Campbell, Mansfield--"The Market"

2nd--Beth Honeycutt, Denton

3rd--Budd Powell Mahan, Dallas


Laugh Lines Judge: Dave Weber, Pflugerville

LL Winner: LaVern Spencer McCarthy, Blair, OK


Popular--Barbara Blanks, Garland; Badger--R.L. Appleby, Corpus Christi; Birma's Collection--Fred 
Manchester, McKinney; Marshall--Laurie Kolp, Beaumont; Seadog CD--Neeta Nayak, Richardson.


Other poems were by Anna Rosa, Ron Perovich, Catherine L'Herisson, Hollis Davis, and Tyler Milroy.


We have two new Active Members: 
- Georgia Clinton, Farmers Branch 
- Ann Nickell, Waco. 

Welcome to PST!



UP COMING

The Denton Poets Assembly plans to host the 2025 Summer 
Conference in Denton, July 17-19, at the Springhill Suites. Committee 
members Betty Roberts, Paul Causey, and Steve Sanders are already 
hard at work making this happen. The theme will be Side By Side—
Together in Poetry. Details as they become available.

save the date

save the date

coming up

coming up

save the datecoming up

save the date
coming up

coming up

coming up

save the date

coming up

save the date

coming up

Waco WordFest 
Save the date: Nov. 15-17, 2024 
Waco Cultural Arts Fest:  WordFest 
Waco Convention Center 
WordFest Feature Poet for 2024 
WordFest 
is Anne McCrady!!!! 

Save the date: Nov. 9 
PST Annual Awards Banquet 

Details to Follow 

coming up

save the date save the date



A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary - Carol Thompson 

Hello, poets! We've moved into another year of writing poetry and making plans for our writing projects - a time 
of creative expectation! In the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership with the Poetry 
Society of Texas (PST) is current.  Annual membership dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each year (or 
$ 500.00 for life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues payment can fall by the 
wayside.   
  
You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair (elsquared59@yahoo.com) at  
  
Lynn Lewis  
1704 Enderly Place  
Fort Worth, Texas 76104  
  
and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).  
  
You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 30. We know that you don't want to be 
dropped! Membership entitles you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the National 
Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. Paying your annual PST dues means that you are 
automatically a member of NFSPS. You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year. Membership allows 
you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to receive current information and links not available to the 
general public. Pay your dues and keep up with us!  
  
Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no matter where you live. Our meetings 
provide current information, member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - and fun! You 
can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these 
organizations – they are well worth your time! 

A Note from PST Monthly Contest Chair - Lynn Roberts Grice 

There are no contests for the month of November. Lynn will communicate submission information for the 
December contests.  We especially need Laugh Lines poems. Please review the complete Monthly Contest 
Rules on the PST website as they have changed. www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org 

General Contest Poems have a 28-line limit with no more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation 
and spaces. Laugh Lines have a 16-line limit. One-line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as 
lines, but all other lines do–including second line of a two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc. 
Submit one typewritten copy for each contest entered as a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the 
email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork will be accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper 
left-hand corner. Type your name, address, phone number, and email address in the upper right-hand corner. 

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active members who have paid their annual 
dues. Please don’t forget to renew your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done 
so already. (*see below) 

We have a new email address for submissions: 

MonthlyContestChair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org 

Please include – PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line 

Or mail entries to: 
Lynn Roberts Grice 
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr 
Houston, TX  77070 

Lynn Roberts Grice, 
Monthly Contest Chairman 
Poetry Society of Texas 
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Checkout 
Catherine’s PST Strophes 
Update (Page 5)

Details about the following contests sponsored by NFSPS are 
published in the September Edition of Strophes now available 
at nfsps.ne 

• Quarterly Members Only Contest - inaugural submission window Oct 1 - 
Oct 31, 2024 (Details on page 12). 

• Manningham Student Poetry Contest - submission period: Sept 15 - Nov 
15, 2024 (Details on page 11). 

• 2024 Stevens Poetry Book Manuscript Competition submission period: 
Aug 15 - Oct 15, 2024 (Details pages 10-11). 

• NFSPS 2023 College Undergraduate Poetry competition, Dec  1 - Jan 31, 
2025 (Details NFSPS website) 

• 2025 BlackBerry Peach (Spoken word) submission period: Jan 1 - March 
15, 2025 (Details NFSPS website). 

• Annual NFSPS Contest Submission Period  submission period: Jan 1 - 
March 15, 2025 (Details NFSPS website).

Your PST dues include membership in the National 
Federation of State Poetry Societies. The  latest issue of 
Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter is on their website. 
Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you have to go 
online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. 

Full details can be found at nfsps.net. Please share widely!  

NFSPS Annual Convention is Scheduled for 
July 23-28, 2025 

Albuquerque New Mexico 
(for details see Strophes 

at the NFSPS website) 

The Board of Directors of  the Poetry Society of Texas would like to thank Barry 
Rynk for his two years of leadership as the Chair of the PST Student Awards 
Program.  Barry’s tireless leadership has ensured the success of the program.  
After the October 6 Awards Ceremony, Barry will conclude his tenure.  

Thanks Barry !



About the Bulletin of The Poetry Society of Texas 

Bulletin Editor: Fred Manchester 
fmanchester@yahoo.com 
Graphics: JDarrell Kirkley 
Distribution: Carol Thompson (Corresponding Secretary) 

News Deadline: 14th of each month by 8:00 p.m. Please include the name of the Chapter in the Subject Line.  
The Bulletin is published monthly August through May; however, only annual contest results are published in 
the November Bulletin.  Bulletin is distributed to members via e-mail through the Corresponding Secretary and 
posted on our website at www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org under the “Publications” tab.  

PST Student Awards Ceremony 

he Poetry Society of Texas will honor the award-winning student 
poets who entered our Student Poetry Contest this year. The 
Awards Ceremony will be held on Sunday, October 6th at 2:00 

PM at Redeemer Bible Church in Dallas. Student winners will read 
their winning poems. Teachers, family members, friends, and poetry 
lovers are invited to attend. An anthology of the winning poems will 
be available at the program. 

Redeemer Bible Church 
721 Easton Road 
Dallas, Texas 75218

The Board of Directors of  the Poetry Society of Texas is seeking a volunteer to 
lead the PST Poetry in Schools Student Poetry Program.  The young poets of 
today are the poets who will to kindle a finer and more intelligent appreciation 
of poetry tomorrow.  If you are interested in leading this important work, or 
serving on a committee that continues this important work - please contact 
Catherine L’Herisson.



Alamo Area Poets of Texas 
Antonia Murguia Reporting 

Hello to a new poetry year! Alamo Area Poets of Texas had 
its first meeting on September 7th. We were so happy to 
have new members and guests.We started with the winners 
for April and May of 2024. For April, the winners for the 
Assigned  Topic  are: 1st Place - Sheila Moore; 2nd Place - Pat 
Gibbs; 3rd Place - Dee Ramdass; and Honorable Mention - 
Sheri Anderson. The winners for the Open Topic are: 1st Place 
- Sheila Moore; 2nd Place - Carol Siskovic; 3rd Place - Charles 
Jones;and Honorable Mention - Antonia Murguia. 
For May, the Assigned Topic winners are: 1st Place - Sheila 
Moore; 2nd Place - Charles Jones; 3rd Place - Sheri Anderson; 
and Honorable Mention - Carol Siskovic. The winners for the 
Open Topic are: 1st Place Sheri Anderson; 2nd Place - Sheila 
Moore; 3rd Place - Antonia Murguia; and Honorable Mention 
- Carol Siskovic. 
Members were reminded to join Poetry Society of Texas 
(PST) and were told of the Summer Conference and the 
wonderful 100 Contests. They were also told when they join 
PST, they are automatically members of the National 
Federation of State  PoetrySocieties. 
Members were then told of Gemini Ink, San Antonio’s 
Writing Arts Center that provides many classes. I told them 
that I just taken a playwright class that was absolutely the 
best. I shared brochures for PST and Gemini Ink. 
Our members, Charles Jones and Carol Siskovic brought 
refreshments that were absolutely delicious. Thank you, 
Charles and Carol. Pictures were taken of each member to 
share when they are the featured speaker along with one of 
their poems. The picture and poem will be displayed each 
month right next to the trophies at the Tobin Library where 
we meet. 
Our next meeting will be on October 7th with the Assigned 
Topic: The Wonders of Mother Earth. Our speaker will be our 
member, Robert Lanphar, Jr. Hopefully, our next meeting will 
come with autumn cool weather! Until then…enjoy poetry 
everyday! 

Denton Poets’ Assembly 
Betty Roberts Reporting 

Stay Tuned For Next Time 

Fort Worth Poetry Society 
Galen Steele Reporting 

Committed to craft, compassionately critiquing, and 
constantly creating the Fort Worth Poetry Society met on 
September 24, 2024 to reimagine the potential of the written 
word.  
Treasurer’s report: We have no more and no less than the 
last time we looked. 
New Business:  
• Be sure to keep updated on our new website 

FWPoets.org 
• Look for the 2nd annual Quicksilver Conference in April 

2025. 
• Watch for updates on cross promotional opportunities 

with FWPS and the podcast Poetry for the Soul. 
Coming Events: 
• September 28, Leaves Bakery and Books Local Author 

Book Fair 1-3 pm with Susan Ayers 
• October 3, Interbang books featuring our own Helen 

Dent with her new book The Burning Tree. 
• October 4-6, DFWcom: Your opportunity to learn the 

craft of writing and hang out with writers and 
publishers. 

• October 19, Artsgoggle:  sign up with Steve to read 
poetry and sell your wares. 

• October 22, FWPS next regular meeting 
• October 29, FWPS Halloween Read Around and Haiku 

Contest. (Mary-margaret will bring her most terrifying 
witches laugh). 

Kudos 
• Susan Ayres - Red Cardinal, White Snow is out in 

October. Wives of Pancho Villa was accepted by the I-70 
review.  

• John Bartell - Had a poem accepted by the Horror 
Writers Association anthology. 

• Steve Sanders - Participated in a series of the shows 
featuring pirate poetry at the Grapevine Library, and 
judges an annual contest for PST. 

• Mary-margret Belota - Is performing in Fiddler on the 
Roof. 

• Galen Steele - Finished writing a screenplay. 
• Cade Huie - Recently judged 2 PST contests.



Mockingbird  Chapter 
Brian Cummings Reporting  

The Mockingbird Poetry Society (MPS) met on Saturday, 
Sept. 7 at the Heard-Craig Carriage House in McKinney. There 
were 15 members and three guests in attendance.  Barry 
Rynk reported that that the Art Meets Poetry contest will kick 
off on Sept. 14, which is earlier than last year. The event will 
be held at Tupps Brewery. The show is tentatively scheduled 
for Feb. 7, but that date may change due to a conflict with the 
Super Bowl. The show may remain up for one to three weeks.  
Entries will be open to all Texas residents and there will be an 
entrance fee of $10 per entry.  Beth Ayers noted that there 
were several MPS members whose poems were selected for 
the Waco WordFest anthology. They are Beth Ayers, Brian 
Bowles, Doris Brogan, Brian Cummings, Lori Hawk, Catherine 
L'Herisson, Susan Mardele, Sylvia S. Medel, Alice Parker, Irene 
Robertson, Barry Rynk, and Shiny Wu. President Susan 
Mardele reported that, because of the poetry she read at the 
McKinney Literary Festival, she was invited to attend the 
prestigious Archer City Writer’s Workshop. At the conclusion 
of the meeting, each of the members shared a poem. 

Poets Northwest 
Holly Jahangiri Reporting 

Stephen Schwei challenged the members of Poets 
Northwest, in September, to "write a poem without 
adjectives or adverbs." I haven't diagrammed sentences 
with such intensity since middle-school! Jeff Ward wrote 
a brilliant poem; I think we caught him using a couple of 
articles (which are, technically, adjectives), but it was 
nearly two pages long and he somehow managed to not 
sound like Dr. Seuss! I decorated mine with splotches of 
(stock photo) blood and added "Version 5,987" to it - 
even then, I found an adverbial phrase and two articles 
before reading it during our read-around. None of us 
plan to make a habit of writing poetry this way.  The 
point, of course, was to make us all more aware of the 
descriptors we do use and expunge the non-essential 
verbiage from our poetry.

For next month, in honor of Halloween, we'll be 
writing and sharing "scary poems" for children. We 
talked about some of the scary books and poems we 
enjoyed as kids and how important it is to remember to 
write for children - not to write for saccharine-sweet, 
adult-notion of children.

As always, members shared their poems on any topic 
during the read-around. 


Poets Northwest welcomes visitors and guests. If 
you happen to be in the area, feel free to join one of our 
monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the month. 
Please contact PNW via social media for more 
information. Members and guests are encouraged to 
read original or favorite works during the second half of 
each monthly meeting. Our PST chapter is on the web 
at http://www.poetsnw.com, on Facebook at http://
facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest, on Twitter as 
@HoustonPoets, and on Instagram as poetsnorthwest.


Rusk County Poetry Society 
Janet R. Tyner Reporting 
	   
On August 15, 2024, nine members of the Rusk County 
Poetry Society met at the multi-purpose room of South Main 
Church of Christ in Henderson. The society welcomed three 
guests, the daughter, son, and grandson of Charles and 
Sharon Taylor. Standing in for President Sue Roberts, Mary 
Tindall called the meeting to order and Richard Hurzeler gave 
the invocation. Mary T. reminded the group to consider what 
each one can do to make the October Celebration of Poetry a 
special event for members and visitors.  
The following poets shared some of their tetractys and other 
poems: Donna Farmer, Richard Hurzeler, Ilenya Marrin, Jackie 
McVey, Carol Thompson, Mary Tindall, and Janet Tyner.	  
Sharon Taylor was the Spotlight Poet and, as a special honor, 
her children and grandson read some of her award-winning 
poems. Sharon taught an interactive study of “Mending Wall” 
by Robert Frost.  The lesson included insight into the poem’s 
construction and analysis of Frost’s deeper message about 
human nature.  
The writing prompt includes the following three options: 1) 
follow Frost’s form in “Mending Wall” (iambic pentameter, no 
rhyme, enjambment, short words and sentences), no longer 
than 32 lines. The topic can be about a wall or division or 
other topic of the poet’s choosing; 2) use any form to 
write a poem about any tangible wall from your memory 
or a famous wall; 3) use any form about an intangible 
wall concerning individual, geographical, or social issues. 
The next meeting of RCPS will be held on Thursday, 
September 19, 2024, in the multi-purpose room of South 
Main Church of Christ in Henderson.


