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There will be no General PST meeting in November. Please join us for the PST annual awards
banquet, details on page 4. Additionally there will be no standard bulletin in November. Instead
there will be the the report out of the results of the PST annual contests. See you in December.

The Next General Meeting of the Poetry Society of Texas - December 14, 2024
Featured Speaker Stephen Schwei

tephen Schwei is a Pushcart-nominated
poet with Wisconsin roots, now living in
Houston, and has published one
collection, Bluebonnet Whispers. He has
published more than 100 individual poems and
some fiction. A gay man with three grown
children and four wonderful grandchildren, he
can be a mass of contradictions. Poetry helps to
sort all of this out. www.stephenschwei.com

Dead Poets Quote of the Month

Poetry is nearer to vital truth than history.
- Plato




Minutes of PST General Meeting - October 12, 2024

resident Catherine L'Herisson welcomed our 21
attendees, which included current and former chapter
presidents and PST councilors. She read the first and last
stanzas of “October’s Bright Blue Weather,” and quizzed us on
th thor. It Helen Hunt Jack President: Catherine L’Herisson
€ author. It was Helen funt Jackson. 518 Grinnell Dr.»Garland TX 75043
Corresponding Secretary Carol Thompson gave the September 972-270-4994 « caterinepoet@juno.com
Membership Report for Membership Chair Lynn Lewis. Active Recordine S & A T
. . . ecording Secretary cting Treasurer:
Members 201, Associate 13, Life 30, Student 1, Honorary 5; Barbara Blanks
Benefactor 1; Sustaining 4; Recently Deceased 0. We have two 1518 Running River Rd ¢ Garland, TX 75044-7254
new Active Members: Sharon Young, The Woodlands; and Louise | 972-495-7311 + barbarablanks@aol.com
Cantwell, San Antonio. Two new S.tudent Members: Rhea Gho.sal (CEE G ing Searns ol oo
and Ronok Gosal, both of Austin. We also had 4 Renewing 806 Festoon Court * Tyler 75703
Members. Total Membership: 257. 903-539-0458 + btt0212@hotmail.com
If you have not yet renewed your membership, please do. Director: Ann Howells
Checks can be sent to Lynn Lewis, or paid via Paypal at 1621 Brighton Drive ¢ Carrollton TX 75007
paypal.me/PSTexas. If membership is not current by the end of || 972-394-1580 + annhwlls@gmail.com
November, your name will not be included in the next ABOTY—

and listing there is what determines the number of years toward Director: Lynn Roberts Grice
gaining Life Membership. 9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr » Houston TX 77070-1938
713-249-5935 « texaspoet5S3@hotmail.com

PST Board Members

Also, if you wish to send a donation in memory of any of our

deceased members, please do so before the end of December or Director: Holly Jahangiri

your donation will not be listed in the 2025 ABOTY. Donations | 12310 Vintage Leaf Circle « Houston TX 77070
. 281-435-4413 « holly.jahangiri@gmail.com

may be sent via Paypal, or sent by check to Barbara Blanks,

Payable to PST. Of course, please specify who you are honoring

with your donation.

Librarian Barbara Blanks announced three book donations to the

permanent PST collection held at the Dallas Central Library:

As Time Goes By, A Collection of Poetry and Prose, by Kollin Kennedy.

PST’s Anthology of Student Award Winners 2024, edited by Barry Rynk.

Terra Cotta Moon, Folk Songs, Music by Naomi Stroud Simmons; Words by Marilyn Komechak.

Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the September Financial report. The largest incomes were from renewing

memberships and interest on two CDs. The largest expenditures were the fee for the judge of the Catherine Case

Lubbe Manuscript Contest, and the advance paid to Denton Poets Association to go toward the 2025 Summer

Conference.

The Student Awards were held on October 6. Hosted by Poetry in Schools Chair, Barry Rynk, several Mockingbird

Chapter members were also in attendance to assist. They were Beth and Mark Ayers, Sylvia Medel, Nancy Gilbert,

Brian Cummings, Doris Brogan, and Catherine L'Herisson. Winning students who were present were able to read their

poems.

Barry has stepped down as Student Contest Chair, and a replacement is needed. The position can be filled by an

individual or by a committee. The duties include contacting teachers at different schools, receiving entries and

sending them to the appropriate judges, planning the awards (to be held in the spring), and creating the prize

anthology.

National Poetry Day is supposed to be held the first Thursday of October, so the date varies. If you or your chapter

did anything special to celebrate, please contact Bulletin Editor Fred Manchester and Corresponding Secretary Carol

Thompson.




Awards Banquet Chair Beth Ayers said the banquet
registration form can be downloaded from the PST
website. Please mail it to her by November 1. The
banquet is scheduled for November 9. Whether you
received a winning postcard or not, you and guests are
welcome to register and attend. It is an informal, fun
afternoon of fellowship, poetry and food.

Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks introduced our
Program Speaker, Susan Maxwell Campbell, of
Mansfield. Susan grew up in Dallas. She has two
degrees in French, a degree in creative writing from
the University of North Texas, and is now retired from
teaching languages in public schools. She won the
Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript Prize in 2015 with
“Anything You Ever Wanted to Know.” She has two
other books, a CD, and her poems have appeared in
several publications, including ABOTY and Encore.
She won the 2024 William D. Barney Book Prize,
offered by Fort Worth Poetry Society, in cooperation
with PST, with her Ekphrastic collection entitled, “Just
Looking.”

Susan read several poems from her winning
manuscript, while offering insight and advice on
writing Ekphrastic poetry. “Ekphrasis” is Greek for
“description,” but Ekphrastic poetry must go beyond

just describing art—“It must give life to the art...in
order to animate it with words.” Her suggestions:
Approach #1: Talk to the Art. What do you want to
say to it?

Approach #2: Give It Intimate Life. Seeing and
looking are different. Look hard, look away, make
notes, look back. What did you not see the first time?
Approach #3: Tell How the Art Got Made. Make up a
story. Use appropriate creative license.

Approach #4: The Subject of the Art Speaks. Enter the
piece. Speak in the language of its time setting.
Speak in the language of one of the characters—it
doesn’t have to be a person.

Approach #5: Make the Art Tell Its Own Story. Blend
your imagination with the actual background of the
art piece.

Susan then added four pieces of advice. 1.) Always
write so the poem can stand alone—so you don’t
have to see the art to visualize it. 2.) Avoid over-
description—and just plain description. Go beyond
what you see. 3.) Consider all media for Ekphrastic
possibilities—photography, cinema (stills from
movies), statuary, archeological finds, etc. 4.) Do
include details on the medium, size, artist, and
information where the art piece can be viewed if
desired.

October Monthly Contest Results
13 Entries. Judge: Polly Opsahl, Oscoda, Mi

General Contest Judge: Sharon E. Young, Crestwood, KY

Ist—Budd Powell Mahan, Dallas—FEvolution on a Country Road

2nd—Cade Huie, Grand Prairie
3rd—Betty Roberts, Denton

Laugh Lines Judge: LaVern Spencer McCarthy, Blair, OK

LL Winner: Doris Brogan, Dallas

Book Prize winners: Popular—Galen Steele, Fort Worth; Badger—Karen Mastracchio, Spring; Birma's Collection—
Sheila Tingley Moore, San Antonio; Marshall—Doris Brogan, Dallas; Seadog CD— Fred Manchester, McKinney.
Other poems were by Christine Boldt, Barbara Blanks, Ann Graham, Manuel English, and Hollis Davis.




Annual Awards Banquet
Novemher 9,2024

11:00AM -2

Doubletree by Hilton [near the Gallerial
4099 Valley View Lane, Dallas, TX 75244

Registration Required, see
https://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/event/
november-awards-banquet-2024/

Poetry Society of Texas: Planting Seeds of Poetry

Annual PST Awards Banquet
Saturday, November 9t 2024

DoubleTree by Hilton
(near the Galleria)
4099 Valley View Lane
Dallas, Texas 75244

Hotel Reservations Program Order
For information about hotel reservations 11:00 am - Check-in and Seating
see the note on our PST Website 11:30 am - Banquet Service
on the Events page. 12:30 pm - Introductions and Special Awards
1:00pm - Presentations of our Annual Awards
Break - After Contest #50

Regular Menu (Gluten Free if you do not eat rolls and choose fruit)
Salad, Ancho Chili Dusted Breast of Chicken, Tomato-stained basmati rice with green peas, haricot
vert green beans, roasted jumbo carrot chard, green chili sauce, Cornbread. Cake for dessert.

Vegetarian Option

Salad, House Made Vegetarian Lasagna- Seared Squash, zucchini, button mushrooms, carrots, bell
peppers, red sweet onions, creamy ricotta and mozzarella cheeses, San Marzano tomato and Chianti
sauce, Bread. Cake for dessert.

REGISTRATION FORM - Due by Friday, November 15t — Mail completed form to:
Beth Ayers at 7404 Townsend Blvd., McKinney, TX 75071 (Phone: 214-856-4990)

Name:

Address: City/State: Zip:
Phone: Email:

Indicate number for each meal selection: Regular/Gluten Free__ Vegetarian_____
Check ifrequired: NoSauce____ Fruitinstead of Cake

Totalnumber of plates @ $45 per plate Totalamountenclosed

Please make checks payable to Poetry Society of Texas




2024 Poetry Society of Texas Student Awards
October 6, 2024
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UP COMING

The Denton Poets Assembly plans to host the 2025 Summer
Conference in Denton, July 17-19, at the Springhill Suites. Committee
members Betty Roberts, Paul Causey, and Steve Sanders are already
hard at work making this happen. The theme will be Side By Side—
Together in Poetry. Details as they become available.
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save the date

Waco WordFest

Save the date: Nov. 15-17, 2024

Waco Cultural Arts Fest: WordFest

Waco Convention Center

WordFest Feature Poet for 2024 -

WordFest he date
is Anne McCrady!!!!

save the date



| A Note from PST Monthly Contest Chair - Lynn Roberts Grice
|

; There are no contests for the month of November. Submissions for the December contest will be accepted
‘\ from November 1 - November 15. We especially need Laugh Lines poems. Please review the complete
“ Monthly Contest Rules on the PST website as they have changed. www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org

|

I

General Contest Poems have a 28-line limit with no more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation
and spaces. Laugh Lines have a 16-line limit. One-line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as

|l lines, but all other lines do-including second line of a two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc.
Submit one typewritten copy for each contest entered as a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the
email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork will be accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper
left-hand corner. Type your name, address, phone number, and email address in the upper right-hand corner.

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active members who have paid their annual
dues. Please don’t forget to renew your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done
so already. (*see below)

We have a new email address for submissions:

MonthlyContestChair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org

| Please include - PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line

Or mail entries to:

Lynn Roberts Grice
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr
Houston, TX 77070

Lynn Roberts Grice,
Monthly Contest Chairman
Poetry Society of Texas

e -

Hello, poets! We've moved into another year of writing poetry and making plans for our writing projects - a time
of creative expectation! In the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership with the Poetry
Society of Texas (PST) is current. Annual membership dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each year (or
$ 500.00 for life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues payment can fall by the
wayside.

You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair (elsquared59@yahoo.com) at

Lynn Lewis
1704 Enderly Place
Fort Worth, Texas 76104

and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).

You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 30. We know that you don't want to be
dropped! Membership entitles you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the National
Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. Paying your annual PST dues means that you are
automatically a member of NFSPS. You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year. Membership allows
you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to receive current information and links not available to the
general public. Pay your dues and keep up with us!

Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no matter where you live. Our meetings
provide current information, member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - and fun! You
can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these
organizations — they are well worth your time!



NFSPS News

1‘* Your PST dues include membership in the National

| Federation of State Poetry Societies. The latest issue of

Il Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter is on their website.
Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you have to go
online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy.

Full details can be found at nfsps.net. Please share widely!

NFSPS Annual Convention is Scheduled for
July 23-28, 2025
Albuquerque New Mexico
(for details see Strophes
at the NFSPS website)

Checkout 7

Catherine’s PST Strophes
{

Update (Page 10) | published in the September Edition of Strophes now available |
7“ at nfsps.ne "
|
|l e Quarterly Members Only Contest - inaugural submission window Oct 1 -
| Oct 31, 2024 (Details on page 12).
| ® Manningham Student Poetry Contest - submission period: Sept 15 - Nov |

15, 2024 (Details on page 11).
‘ NFS?S ° ggsgs;ozgl CEILeS%E; Un(:)e!’graduate Poetry competition, Dec 1-Jan 31,
CONTESTS (Details website)

2025 BlackBerry Peach (Spoken word) submission period: Jan 1 - March
15, 2025 (Details NFSPS website).

Annual NFSPS Contest Submission Period submission period: Jan 1 -
March 15, 2025 (Details NFSPS website).

The Board of Directors of the Poetry Society of Texas is seeking a volunteer to
lead the PST Poetry in Schools Student Poetry Program. The young poets of
today are the poets who will to kindle a finer and more intelligent appreciation
of poetry tomorrow. If you are interested in leading this important work, or
serving on a committee that continues this important work - please contact
Catherine L'Herisson.




About the Bulletin of The Poetry Society of Texas

Bulletin Editor: Fred Manchester
fmanchester@yahoo.com

Graphics: JDarrell Kirkley

Distribution: Carol Thompson (Corresponding Secretary)

News Deadline: 14th of each month by 8:00 p.m. Please include the name of the Chapter in the Subject Line.
The Bulletin is published monthly August through May; however, only annual contest results are published in
the November Bulletin. Bulletin is distributed to members via e-mail through the Corresponding Secretary and
posted on our website at www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org under the “Publications” tab.

xlwi poetry Society of Tex

www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org




PST CHAPITER
NEWS

Alamo Area Poets

of Texas
Antonia Murguia Reporting

Our meeting was on October 5th with two new members.
Yay!

We presented our Alamo Area Poets of Texas Poet Laureate
for 2023 - 2024 with plaques. Our first runner up was Sheri
Anderson and our Poet Laureate was Sheila Moore. We
encouraged more members to apply this year. The winners
were congratulated.

This year we are featuring our own members as Featured
Speakers. Sheila Moore is our first Featured Speaker for
October. She read poems from her book, The Heart of the
Matter. All of the poems in her book are poems that have
won national or state contests. Her first quote is beautiful
and applies to everyone. “It is the courage to continue that
counts.” by Winston Churchill. | found that quote so vital to
hear as we endure moments of struggle in our daily lives.

We announced our September winners. Assigned Topic
winners are: 1st Place: Sheila Moore; 2nd Place: Pat Gibbs;
3rd Place: Antonia Murguia; Honorable Mention: Robert
Lanphar, Jr.

The Open Topic winners are: 1st Place: Antonia Murguia; 2nd
Place: Antoinette Winstead; 3rd Place: Lea Fagin; Honorable
Mention: Charles Jones.

This month Sheri Anderson and Lea Fagin brought delicious
snacks that we all enjoyed. Thank you to them for their
excellent choices.

Next month our assigned topic will be Contributing to the
Worthy Values of Life. Our judge will be Jean Jackson.

Until next time, Happy Halloween! Let your poetic spooky
words flow!

Denton Poets’ Assembly
Rebecca Hines Reporting

Denton Poets’ Assembly met Saturday, October 19, 2024, at
Emily Fowler Central Library with 11 poets attending in
person and 16 by Zoom.

Richard Kushmaul, President of the DPA, greeted an online
visitor from Virginia, Barabara Smith, guest of George
D’Ascenzo, member. The poet offered for study this month
was Howard Nemerov. The use of Power Point assisted with
the visualization of all poetry. A close read of Nemerov’s
poem, “The Vacuum” was offered by Cade Huie, who
expressed the poem appeared to be a metaphor for death
and grief and not just the surface exploration of the activities
engaged with the vacuum. She explored this suggested
creepy, surrealistic poem through the literary devices used in
the poem. The attending members were encouraged to add
their own thoughts about the poem. Diane Glancy gave an
inspiration read to another of Howard Nemerov’s poem with

her presentation of the poem “A Return to Texas.” An
attendees’ discussion followed. Members, present and
online, offered their poems written as a read and response
poem to one of Nemerov’s poems. Members then shared
their “free choice” poems. Ann Howells gave a Free Choice
Inspiration Read of the poem, “Late October” Members
offered their free choice poems. Susan Maxwell Campbell
presented the poet offered for study for November, Robert
Hayden, 1913-1980, who'd taught at University of Michigan
and Fisk, declined, and later accepted the position of US Poet
Laureate and served as a consultant in poetry to the Library
of Congress. Hayden often addressed the nature and plight of
the African-American people.

In Announcements, Susan M. Campbell reported that her

collection of ekphrastic poetry is now available for sale on
Amazon. Winner of the 2023 Wm. D. Barney Book Prize
offered by the Fort Worth Poetry Society, Susan will present
selections of her poetry from Just Looking at the PST Annual
Awards banquet on November 9.
Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to
accommodate members who live too far to drive to Denton,
we invite all interested persons to contact President Richard
Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com). We meet the third
Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon.

Fort Worth Poetry Society
Galen Steele Reporting

Charlie reminded us that “politics are a symptom” and the
dedicated poets of the Fort Worth Poetry Society assembled
on October 22 to model the cure of care, compassion and
craft to remember what we share in common over the ideas
that divide us.

Opening poem: Mary-margaret Belota read from Dorothy
Parker.

Treasurer’s Report: More than we had before. We sold some
books, made some Arts Goggle tips, and received a donation
so we didn’t need to buy a new speaker after all.

Business:

Neal Ostman our fearless Vice President was out due to
knee replacement. We discussed his job duties to see if we
should add anything while he wasn’t looking, but instead
resolved to wish him a speedy recovery.

Mike Baldwin judged the Derry Tutt Memorial Award which
is sponsored by FWPS for the PST annual contest.

Keep your eye on our new website: fwpoets.org for local
poetry news, links for poetry publication submissions, links to
Texas literary journals, and the latest “Poetry for the Soul”
podcasts.

Kudos and Events:

John Bartell’s book proposal was featured on a segment of
the podcast “The Shit No one Told You About Writing”

Susan Ayres and Amanda Russell are having a book release




Fort Worth Poetry Society (C’tnd)

tparty for their books “Red Cardinal, White Snow” and
“Processing”.

Helen Dent’s “The Burning Tree” is now available on Amazon
and receiving rave reviews.

Galen Steele received an acceptance from a publisher for his
book of poetry “Five Things” to be released November 2025.
Jeffrey Delotto’s non-fiction hitch hiking stories were
accepted by Texas Writing published by the Texas Association
of Creative Writers.

Members critiqued 6 poems that were pretty good to start
with and down right amazing by the time we were done.

Next meeting:

Oct 29 - Halloween Read Around and Haiku Festival.

Mockingbird Chapter

Brian Cummings Reporting

The Mockingbird Poetry Society (MPS) met on Saturday,
Oct. 5, at the Heard-Craig Carriage House in McKinney. There
were 18 members and three guests in attendance. Vice
President Lori Hawk Fyfe presided.

Barry Rynk gave an update on Art Meets Poetry directing
members to the MPS website to see current entries or to
enter (510 fee this year). He noted that there were already
several paintings entered.

Beth Ayers gave an update on the Collin County Poetry
Contest. It will launch, as usual, on October 15th. The contest
will require volunteers to judge in February. Lori also noted
that Executive Committee Elections will be held at our
November meeting, and asked members to attend so we
have a quorum as we vote. This year, we need to elect a new
president and secretary. Barry Rynk has agreed to stand for
president. Lori asked for other nominations with no
response. She also encouraged members to consider
supporting our group by volunteering for the secretary
position. At the conclusion of the meeting, each of the
members shared a poem.

Poets Northwest
Holly Jahangiri Reporting

President Mary Turner opened the meeting by welcoming
everyone and reading a poem by Budd Mahan that was in a
previous PST A Book of the Year. Lynn Grice reminded us to
get those PST dues in before November 30 and to register for
the PST Awards Banquet no later than November 1 if we
planned to attend.

Last month, we were challenged to write a scary poem for
children and share it with the group. Most of our members,
both in person and on Zoom, read their poems. There were

trick-or-treat bags for the grown-ups, complete with spider
surprises! We took a short break and had a door prize
giveaway, then resumed the meeting with a lively read
around. Steve Schwei informed us of the program for next
month: Pick a poetic form you’ve never tried before and
write a poem to share.

Poets Northwest welcomes visitors and guests. If you
happen to be in the area, feel free to join one of our monthly
meetings on the third Saturday of the month. Please contact
PNW via social media for more information. Members and
guests are encouraged to read original or favorite works
during the second half of each monthly meeting. Our PST
chapter is on the web at http://www.poetsnw.com, on
Facebook at http://facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest, on
Twitter as @HoustonPoets, and on Instagram as
poetsnorthwest.

Rusk County Poetry Society
Janet R. Tyner Reporting

On September 19, 2024, ten members of the Rusk County
Poetry Society met at the multi-purpose room of South Main
Church of Christ in Henderson. President Sue Roberts called
the meeting to order, and Richard Hurzeler gave the
invocation.

Plans were finalized for the October celebration of poetry
luncheon and open mic to be held October 24, noon-2:00
PM, at the McMiillan Library in Overton, Texas

Donna Farmer and Janet Tyner will help organize new
additions and updates to the RCPS archives.

Plans were made to hold the December Christmas party at
the Tyler Museum of Art on December 19, 11:30-2:00. RCPS
members will enjoy a salad luncheon, share holiday poems
and collect food staples for the Arp food pantry.

The spotlight poet was a famous early American poet, Ann
Bradstreet. Mary Tindall presented a brief biography of
Bradstreet and shared a few of her well-known poems. Mary
T. taught an interactive lesson on list poems. She reminded
the group that a list poem begins with a title and an
introductory thought, followed by the listed items and
concluding with an unexpected punch. The prompt for this
lesson is to look for list poems and then make a list poem
that lends itself to fluency and includes feelings. An alternate
assignment is to use your newly created list to write a poem
in any other form.

Several poets read their poems written in response to lesson
prompts: Donna Farmer, Richard Hurzeler, llenya Marrin, Sue
Roberts, Sharon Taylor, Carol Thompson, and Janet Tyner.

The next meeting of RCPS will be held on Thursday, October
24, 2024, at the McMillan Memorial Library in Overton,
Texas.




