
 
The Next  PST General Meeting - February 8, 2025 
Featuring Diane Glancy 
 

iane Glancy Diane lives in Gainesville, Texas near the crossroads of I-35 and the Red River.  
She is a member of the Denton Poets Assembly, the Poetry Society of Texas, and has gone to the 
National Federation of State Poetry Societies conventions for over 30 years.   Her manuscript, 
“Jawbone,” won the 2023 William Barney chapbook competition and was published by the Fort 
Worth Poetry Society.  In 2023, Turtle Point Press published “Psalm to Whom(e).”   In 2024, 
Glancy won the PST Catherine Case Lubbe prize for her collection, “Piece.”  She will talk about 
the writing of that book at the PST February meeting. 

Minutes Of General Meeting Of The Poetry Society Of Texas 
Saturday, January 11, 2025, 2:30 p.m., via Zoom 
by Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks   

resident Catherine L’Herisson welcomed our 24 attendees, and wished everyone a Happy New Year. 
Corresponding Secretary Carol Thompson gave the December Membership Report for Membership Chair 
Lynn Lewis. Active Members 158, Associate 9, Life 31, Student 4, Honorary 5; Benefactor 1; Sustaining 3; 
Recently Deceased 1: Valerie Martin Bailey, San Antonio. Total Membership: 210.  
You must be a current member to enter the PST monthly and annual contests. You must also be a current 
member in order to enter the NFSPS contests. There are many more advantages to being a PST member, so if 
you are a member of a PST chapter and not a member of PST itself, please become a PST member, too. 

The January NFSPS Strophes newsletter is available now at NFSPS.net.  

Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the December Financial report. The largest income was from 2025 
annual contest sponsorships. There were no large expenditures. 
Librarian Barbara Blanks said there were no book donations to the permanent PST collection held at the Dallas 
Central Library, but if you have published a chapbook of your poems, please donate a copy to be sure it is 
preserved for future generations. 



The Mockingbird Chapter is hosting Art Meets Poetry in McKinney on January 31st. Check the Mockingbird 
website for details. https://mockingbirdpoetry.org/art-meets-poetry/ 

Steve Sanders said the William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest is now open for entries. Deadline to 
submit your manuscript is March 1. Details are on the Fort Worth Poetry Society (FWPS) website (https://
fwpoets.org/chapbook-contest/) and on the PST website. Last year’s winner’s book, “Just Looking,” by 
Susan Maxwell Campbell, is now available on Amazon. 

FWPS is also participating in the Quicksilver 2 Poetry Fest in Grapevine on March 29. It is a free event. 
The Poetry in Schools Student Contests is open for submissions sent by teachers or parents of home-
schooled children. Deadline for entry is February 2. Details are on the PST website. 

Director Betty Roberts reminded us that the Summer Conference will take place at the Springhill Suites in 
Denton, July 17-19. Keynote Speaker will be Megan Willome, author of “Joy of Poetry.” Registration is 
scheduled between 3-5:30 p.m. on Thursday. More details as they become available.  
Our February program will feature Diane Glancy, winner of the 2024 Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript 
Contest. 

Work has started on the new A Book of the Year. If your chapter held or will soon be holding elections of 
new officers, please notify anyone on the PST Board of the results. Current contact information of the 
chapters is included in the anthology. It is also needed to keep the PST website information current. 

Our annual Memorial Program honors our deceased members, sometimes belatedly because PST is not 
always notified of members’ deaths. Barbara Blanks and Catherine L’Herisson presented the program. 
Mary Cimarolli of Richardson was 93 when she died in mid-June. She was a professor of Literature and 
English at Richland College for 20 years. She was born in Arbala, Tx, in 1931, dirt poor, and grew up in the 30’s & 
40’s of the Depression and World War II, which she wrote about in her memoir, The Bootlegger’s Other Daughter. 
After retiring Mary began her own creative writing in earnest, joined PST, and her poems began appearing in 
numerous anthologies. She also joined a group of seven poets, self-named The Brown Bag Poets. They 
published two anthologies. Her good friend Marilyn Stacy said this about Mary –“She was a kind, gentle soul, whose 
brilliance shined bright, and whose heart always returned to its roots in the country.” 

Patrick Lee Marshall of Keller passed away on July 3. He was 79. He  had a successful business career working 
for major companies including Mobil Oil, NCR, and Shared Medical Systems. While he delighted in mentoring 
people, his personal passion was writing. He served as co-president and VP of Denton Poets’ Assembly, and 
was treasurer for PST for two years. He and his wife Andrea sponsored and judged several annual and student 
contests. Patrick also helped to edit and produce books for different PST members, in addition to helping put 
together a couple of summer conferences, and helping Birma Castle with the Lucidity Poetry Retreat in Eureka 
Springs for several years. When he knew his prognosis was not good, he donated most of his poetry collection 
to PST, creating the Marshall Prize in the monthly contests, while other books were added to the PST 
permanent collection at the Dallas Central Library. 
Paula Britt, a Life Member, was 93 when she passed away in Amarillo on November 2, 2022. She graduated 
from Texas Woman’s University with a degree in English and a minor in speech. She was a charter member of 
the High Plains Poetry Chapter, serving twice as its President, and over 30 years as Councilor for PST. She was 
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co-author of “Eve’s Version: 150 Women of the Bible Speak Through Modern Poets.” Paula received numerous 
awards from different organizations. The Wheeler Chamber of Commerce designated Paula as its first Woman 
of the Year. She taught school for five years, then continued coaching prose and poetry for many years and 
declared those years pure joy. Paula shared her resources with countless individuals, programs, and projects. 
She also gave generously to both students and institutions of learning. 

Harriet Stovall Kelley, of Dallas, was 88 years old when she died on August 13, 2022. She was born in 
Atlanta, Georgia, and attended Agnes Scott College (Atlanta), where she earned a degree in Art, and a minor in 
Botany. She was a prolific poet, artist, musician, had a melodic soprano singing voice. She was not only a Life 
Member of PST, but was active in various poetry societies. 

Valerie Martin Bailey was born in Lubbock but lived in San Antonio from the time she was eight years old until 
her passing on December 14. She was 87. She was on staff at Castle Hills First Baptist Church for thirty-two 
years, serving as secretary, media director, staff writer, and book editor. When she retired, she started her own 
desktop publishing company, Word Design Press. A founding board member of the Laurel Crown Foundation, a 
non-profit organization for the promotion of literary arts, she was director of their “Awaken the Sleeping Poet” 
festival and editor of their anthology. An award winning poet, Valerie was president of the San Antonio Poets 
Association and seven times poet laureate of that association. She was PST’s Bulletin editor, a Councilor, and a 
recipient of the President’s Award. She was also editor of NFSPS’ Encore, and a frequent sponsor and judge for 
state and national contests. She won numerous awards and accolades with her writing. 
Director Holly Jahangiri hosted the PoemAthon, where attendees read a variety of poems, from serious, to 
humorous, to one audience participation—“Whoop-di-do!” 

PST Monthly Contests 
Lynn Roberts Grice 

General Contest Judge: Julie C. Cummings, Conifer, CO.  
9 entries. 
1st—Christine Boldt, Temple—What We Lived for, Before Helene 
2nd—Mo H. Saidi, San Antonio 
3rd—Barbara Blanks, Garland 

Laugh Lines Judge: Barbara Blanks, Garland 
LL Winner: Betty Roberts, Denton 

Book Prize winners: Popular—Michael Owens, Cypress; Badger— Betty Roberts, Denton; Birma's Collection— 
Catherine L’Herisson, Garland; Marshall—Michael Elkins, Grosbeck; Seadog CD—Fred Manchester, McKinney. 
Remaining poem was by Manuel English, Poulsbo, WA. 

The next contest is for the month of March. Submissions for the March contest will be accepted from February 
1 - February 15.  We especially need Laugh Lines poems. Please review the complete Monthly Contest Rules on 
the PST website as they have changed.  www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org General Contest Poems have a 28-line 
limit with no more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation and spaces. Laugh Lines have a 16-line 
limit. One-line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as lines, but all other lines do–including second 
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line of a two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc. Submit one typewritten copy for each contest 
entered as a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork 
will be accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper left-hand corner. Type your name, address, phone 
number, and email address in the upper right-hand corner. 

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active members who have paid their annual dues. 
Please don’t forget to renew your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done so 
already. (*see below) Monthly contest entries should be sent to the official contest email address: 
monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org  Please send ONLY contest entries to that address. 

Please include – PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line 

Or mail entries to: 
Lynn Roberts Grice 
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr 
Houston, TX  77070 

Lynn Roberts Grice, 
Monthly Contest Chairman 
Poetry Society of Texas 

Volunteer Opportunity 
Catherine L’Herisson 

he Board of Directors of  the Poetry Society of Texas is seeking a volunteer to lead the PST Poetry in 
Schools Student Poetry Program.  The young poets of today are the poets who will to kindle a finer and more 
intelligent appreciation of poetry tomorrow. If you are interested in leading this important work, or serving on 
a committee that continues this important work - please contact Catherine L’Herisson. 
FLASH!  
We have received very few entries to our student contests, and the deadline is drawing near with a postmark of February 
1st. It is open to students in public, private, and home schooled grades. Rules are under CONTESTS on our website at 
www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org 

A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary  
Carol Thompson 

ello, poets! We've moved into another year of writing poetry and making plans for our writing projects - a 
time of creative expectation! In the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership with the 
Poetry Society of Texas (PST) is current.  Annual membership dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each 
year (or $ 500.00 for life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues payment can fall by 
the wayside.   
  
You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair (elsquared59@yahoo.com) at  
  
Lynn Lewis  
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1704 Enderly Place  
Fort Worth, Texas 76104  
  
and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).  
  
You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 30. We know that you don't want to 
be dropped! Membership entitles you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the 
National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. Paying your annual PST dues means 
that you are automatically a member of NFSPS.  You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year. 
Membership allows you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to receive current information and links 
not available to the general public. Pay your dues and keep up with us!  
  
Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no matter where you live. Our meetings 
provide current information, member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - and fun! 
You can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these 
organizations – they are well worth your time!  

NFSPS NEWS 

our PST dues include membership in the National Federation of State Poetry Societies. The latest issue of 
Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter was just posted to their website. Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you 
have to go online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. Please make sure you are using NFSPS.net 
not “.com”. 

Details about the following contests sponsored by NFSPS are published in the October Edition of Strophes 
now available at nfsps.net 

• NFSPS 2023 College Undergraduate Poetry competition, Dec  1 - Jan 31, 2025 (Details NFSPS website) 
• 2025 BlackBerry Peach (Spoken word) submission period: Jan 1 - March 15, 2025 (Details NFSPS website). 
• Annual NFSPS Contest Submission Period  submission period: Jan 1 - March 15, 2025 (Details NFSPS 

website). 

NFSPS Annual Convention is Scheduled for July 23-28, 2025 in Albuquerque New Mexico 
later registrations will cost more. (for details see Strophes at the NFSPS website: NFSPS.net)  

2025 PST Summer Conference 
Betty Roberts 

Make plans now to attend the 2025 PST Summer Conference at Springhill Suites in 
Denton. The conference, with the theme “Together in Poetry,” starts with 
registration from 3-5:30 p.m. Thursday, July 17, followed by an Open Mic at Zera 
Coffee in downtown Denton. The conference ends at noon Saturday, July 19. 
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Megan Willome of Fredericksburg, author of The Joy of Poetry, a memoir featuring her poems and those of 
other poets, will be the keynote speaker for the conference. She will speak at Friday night’s banquet on 
“Poetry as Memoir.” Other speakers include a panel discussion on presenting poetry by DPA members Roger 
Bussell and Kathryn Merry, as well as PST member Michael Guinn. Other speakers and deadlines for the hotel 
and meals will be sent as the date gets closer. Be ready to learn and be inspired, along with sharing your 
poems. 

 

 





 

Mockingbird Poetry Society 
Doris Brogan Reporting 

ur first meeting of 2025 was held on January 4th. We had 16 members in attendance along with 5 visitors. 
As usual, we shared poetry and refreshments after a brief business meeting. At this time of year, our business 
is focused on our two major annual projects: The Collin County Poetry Contest and Art Meets Poetry (AMP).  
This is our 54th annual poetry contest (with student and adult categories) and our 4th annual AMP. February 1st 
is an important date for both. This last day for mailing entries to our contest is also the day we have public 
readings of poems that have either inspired art or have been written in response to art. The night before the 
readings (January 31st) our collaboration with the McKinney Arts Club will be on display and open to the public 
for a reception at TUPPS Brewery in McKinney. The art and poetry will be on display for 10 days. 

Alamo Area Poets of Texas 
Antonia Murguia, Reporting 

appy New Year! Our first 2025 AAPT meeting was wonderful. After the pledge and a moment of silence, 
especially for Valerie Martin Bailey who passed away in December. She was a poetry pilgrim since before the 
’70’s. We will miss her bright smile and beautiful poems. Her services will be on January 18th and I will have 
the honor of reading her poem. Everlasting Love. 

We, then, began with our featured speaker, me! I spoke about The Rorschach Test that was developed to help 
people with mental difficulties. A psychological assessment tool developed by Swiss psychiatrist Hermann 
Rorschach 
in the early 20th century to analyze and evaluate the individual’s thought processes, 
emotions, and personality. Everyone got to make an inkblot by painting one side of a folded 8 x 11 construction 
sheet of paper. Any acrylic color could be chosen. Once the blot was completed, the paper was folded. 
Everyone got to analyze their creation and then write a poem about it. We showed our blot and read our 
poems. I was blown away by the poems produced. We were all in awe! Some members asked if I could send 
them instructions so that they could reproduce the activity with their other groups. I still can’t believe the 
quality of the poems! 



The Assigned Topic winners for December, 2024 were: 1st Place: Sara Hardy; 2nd 
Place: Pat Gibbs; 3rd Place: Rene Ornes; Honorable Mention: Shelia Moore. For the 
Open Topic: 1st Place: Sara Hardy; 2nd Place: Sheri Anderson; 3rd Place: Sheila 
Moore; Honorable Mention: Carol Siskovic. Congratulations to all of our winners, 
especially Sara Hardy for winning 1st Place in both contests! 
Until next month, you are bid a nice and stay warm January! 

RUSK COUNTY POETRY SOCIETY 
Janet R. Tyner Reporting	   
	  

n December 19, 2024, six members of the Rusk County Poetry Society met for a simple Christmas 
celebration at the Tyler Museum of Art on the campus of Tyler Junior College. As members gathered, they 
loaded donations of non-perishable foods into Carol Thompson’s car to be given to We Care Too, the food bank 
in Arp, Texas.  Attendees enjoyed lunch from the museum café, and then shared holiday poems. Readings 
opened with a poem sent by Jackie McVey who could not be with us in person. Several poets read their own 
work and others shared some of their favorite holiday poems and lyrics written by well-loved writers from the 
past.  
	  
Some members ended the afternoon with a tour of the museum’s exhibit The Art of Texas State Parks. 

The next meeting of RCPS will be held on Thursday, January 16, 2025, at the South Main Church of Christ in 
Henderson, Texas. Poets are invited to bring nocturna poems, created from the lesson Carol Thompson taught 
in November. Anne McCrady will be our spotlight poet and teach the lesson. She will also install our new slate 
of officers. 

Denton Poets’ Assembly 
Betty Roberts Reporting 

enton Poets’ Assembly met Saturday, Jan. 18, at Emily Fowler Library with 12 poets attending in person 
and 13 by Zoom.  Susan Maxwell Campbell presented a close read of “Black Woman (Femme Noire)” by 
Leopold Sedar Senghor, the poet featured in January’s Read and Respond series. Campbell analyzed literary 
devices in the poem as well as some of the problems in translating the poem from French to English. 

DPA members read original response poems to Senghor’s poems. As an inspirational poet, member Kathryn 
Merry read her poem “Prayer Mechanics” based on Senghor’s “Prayer of Peace.”  

Members then shared “free” poems on PowerPoint, with member Nancy DeHonores reading and discussing 
her poem “Troubadour.”  



Paul Causey read Campbell’s prepared background information on February’s poet, Zbigniew Herbert 
(1924-1998), a Polish poet who was nominated several times for the Nobel Prize for literature. 
In the kudos section of the meeting, PST 2024 contest winners Cade Huie and Corbett Buchly read their 
winning poems. Huie’s poem was “Ghosts in the Fog,” and Buchly’s was “ring.” 

During the announcements portion of the meeting, vice president Betty Roberts gave several important dates, 
including the PST summer conference July 17-19 at Springhill Suites in Denton. 

Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to accommodate members who live too far to drive to 
Denton, we invite all interested persons to contact President Richard Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com). We 
meet the third Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon. 

Poets Northwest 
Holly Jahangiri Reporting 

oets Northwest celebrated another great year of poetry with our annual end-of-year get-together, 
graciously hosted by the ebullient Maxine Kohanski. Congratulations to the holiday contest winners, Cheri Bell 
and Stephen Schwei. With much gratitude, Poets Northwest congratulates its new Board Members and thanks 
everyone who helped to make 2024 a success. We are looking forward to 2025! In February, we will focus on 
ekphrastic poetry based on local works of art.  

Poets Northwest welcomes visitors and guests. If you have poetry-loving friends in Houston and surrounding 
areas, please tell them that we would love to have them as guests or members! If you are in the area, we invite 
you to visit one of our monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the month. Please contact us via social media 
for details. Members and guests are encouraged to read original or favorite works of poetry during the second 
half of each monthly meeting. Our PST chapter is on the web at http://www.poetsnw.com, on Facebook at 
http://facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest, on X (formerly known as Twitter) as @HoustonPoets, on Instagram as 
poetsnorthwest, and now on Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/poetsnorthwest.bsky.social. 

Fort Worth Poetry Society 
Galen Steele Reporting 

rab your calendar and save the date for the Second Annual Quicksilver Poetry Festival.  March 29, 2025 
from 10:00 AM until 5:30 PM at the Grapevine Public Library.  This event is sponsored by the Fort Worth Poetry 
Society.  
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