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The Next PST General Meeting - March 8, 2025
Featuring Ember Moonstone

E mber Moonstone is a Texas born poet currently residing in Georgia. She
has a degree in interior design and takes pleasure in holistic healing and the
knowledge of metaphysical philosophy. She took an interest in poetry the first
time she heard roses are red.... and understood that words had rhythm. She’s
realized her love for arts and enjoys writing, playing the clarinet, and singing
in her spare time. She’s performed in open mics, from Texas to Georgia and
her first feature was at Elevated voices, a Mike Guinn production.

Ember has won poetry contests and performs at venues like The Dock (Ft Worth) and
Mudhook (Cedar Hill), just to name a few. She is ruled by the moon and a water sign, hence
her stage name Ember Moonstone. Ember is brought to us by Michael Guinn, PST Speakers
Committee Member.

Dead Poet’s Quote of the Month

“Poetry is the rhythmical creation of beauty in words”
- Edgar Allan Poe



Minutes Of General Meeting Of The Poetry Society Of Texas
Saturday, February 8, 2025, 2:30 p.m., via Zoom
by Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks

P resident Catherine L'Herisson welcomed our 21 members and new attendees. Corresponding Secretary
Carol Thompson gave the January Membership Report for Membership Chair Lynn Lewis. Active Members
164, Associate 9, Life 30, Student 4, Honorary 5; Benefactor 1; Sustaining 3; Recently Deceased 0. We have six
new members: Antonia Murguia, San Antonio; Jiaan Powers, Dallas; David Bray, Austin; Brandon Jackson,
Dallas; Naomi Moreno, Corpus Christi; and Maria lllich, Houston. PST welcomes you all! Total Membership:
210.

Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the January Financial report. The largest income was again from 2025
annual contest sponsorships. The largest expenditure was NFSPS dues for our PST members. Being a member
of NFSPS allows our members to take advantage of NFSPS opportunities as well as PST’s. That includes entering
contests at reduced rates. The NFSPS convention, “Enchanting Words,” will be held March 23-28 in
Albuguerque, NM. Registration form is on their website, nfsps.net.

Librarian Barbara Blanks had one book donation to announce: Bluebonnet Whispers: Tales of a Gay Man, by
Stephen Schwei. Donated books are added to the permanent PST collection held at the Dallas Central Library—
which preserves them for future generations.

Budd Powell Mahan will be retiring as Annual Contest Chair after the 2025 contest is
concluded. If you are interested in the job, please contact President L'Herisson.

The Hilton Ross Greer Outstanding Service Award nominations are open. Nominations should be sent in
letter form before April 1 to Budd Powell Mahan. Details are in the 2024 ABOTY, page 157-158.

The Poetry in Schools Student Contests entry deadline was February 2. Judging will begin as soon as the
entries are sorted and mailed to the judges.

Work has started on the new A Book of the Year. If your chapter held or will soon be holding elections of
new officers, please notify anyone on the PST Board of the results. Current contact information of the
chapters is included in the anthology. It is also needed to keep the PST website information current.

Spotlight on Members Chair Catherine L'Herisson introduced Spotlight Poet Galen Steele of Fort Worth. A
member of the Fort Worth Poetry Society chapter, Galen placed second in the 2024 Catherine Case Lubbe
Manuscript contest, and won several first place awards in the PST Annual Contest. He said he writes
“poetry, memoir, and the occasional play—but I still can’t spell.” He also said he is “married to perfection,”
and his poems were about his wife—love poems that ranged from tender to humorous to awwww.

Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks introduced our Program Speaker, Diane Glancy of Gainesville, the
winner of the 2024 Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript Contest with her book, Piece. Diane is Professor
Emerita at Macalester College in St. Paul Minnesota. She is a prolific writer, a member of the Denton Poets
Assembly and PST, and has gone to NFSPS conventions for over 30 years. Her manuscript, “Jawbone,” won
the 2023 William Barney chapbook competition and was published by the Fort Worth Poetry Society.

Diane is grateful for poetry, loves language, loves words that want to be together—and that want not to be
together. She said she pays attention to random thoughts—pieces of life, history, geography, memories—
and a poem is a piece of something. The result was a collection of those poems. “I sewed them together with
recurring images. An alligator here, an alligator there.” But a manuscript needs to have unity, a central message



or theme that runs through it, even when the poems have different shapes, lengths, tones, seemingly
unrelated topics.

She moved a lot, and in moving, she had a sense of facing brokenness, of disruption. Language, too, offers
disruption—the oppositions and hurdles in the words themselves—like a word with meanings that can be the
opposite of itself. “In the disparities of transition, | claim those in-between places as places in themselves. It
was the idea of translation from one into another that also prompted the manuscript... In the end, Piece... is a
disruption of parts within the whole...of how to shred a word of its visible form and find the transparent shell.”
Diane read and talked about three poems from her book that demonstrated her subject matter.

PST Monthly Contests
Lynn Roberts Grice

Lynn announced the winners of the February contest. 17 entries.
General Contest Judge: Terry Jude Miller, Richmond.

1st—Cade Huie, Grand Prairie—Heart Transplant

2nd—Fred Manchester, McKinney

3rd—Rie Sheridan Rose, Austin

Laugh Lines Judge: Betty Roberts, Denton
LL Winner: LeAnne Reaves, Decatur

Book Prize winners: Popular—Tyler Milroy, Austin; Badger— Betty Roberts, Denton; Birma's Collection—
Michel-Vincent Corbeaux, Grosbeck; Marshall—Sheri Flowers Anderson, San Antonio; Seadog CD—Ann
Graham, Denton.

Other poems were by Barbara Blanks, Daniel Hunter, Sheila Tingley Moore, Mary-margaret Belota, and Sylvia S.
Medel.

The next contest is for the month of April. Submissions for the April contest will be accepted from March 1 -
March 15. We especially need Laugh Lines poems. Please review the complete Monthly Contest Rules on the
PST website as they have changed. www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org General Contest Poems have a 28-line limit
with no more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation and spaces. Laugh Lines have a 16-line limit.
One-line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as lines, but all other lines do—including second line of
a two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc. Submit one typewritten copy for each contest entered as
a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork will be
accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper left-hand corner. Type your name, address, phone number,
and email address in the upper right-hand corner.

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active members who have paid their annual dues.
Please don’t forget to renew your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done so
already. (*see below) Monthly contest entries should be sent to the official contest email address:
monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org Please send ONLY contest entries to that address.

Please include — PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line
Or mail entries to:

Lynn Roberts Grice

9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr

Houston, TX 77070


http://www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
mailto:monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org

A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary
Carol Thompson

H ello, poets! We've moved into another year of writing poetry and making plans for our writing projects - a
time of creative expectation! In the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership with the
Poetry Society of Texas (PST) is current. Annual membership dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each
year (or $ 500.00 for life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues payment can fall by
the wayside.

You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair (elsquared59@yahoo.com) at

Lynn Lewis
1704 Enderly Place
Fort Worth, Texas 76104

and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).

You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 30. We know that you don't want to
be dropped! Membership entitles you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the
National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. Paying your annual PST dues means
that you are automatically a member of NFSPS. You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year.
Membership allows you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to receive current information and links
not available to the general public. Pay your dues and keep up with us!

Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no matter where you live. Our meetings
provide current information, member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - and fun!
You can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these
organizations — they are well worth your time!

NFSPS NEWS

Y our PST dues include membership in the National Federation of State Poetry Societies. The latest issue of
Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter was just posted to their website. Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you
have to go online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. Please make sure you are using NFSPS.net
not “.com”.

Details about the following contests sponsored by NFSPS are published in the October Edition of Strophes
now available at nfsps.net

e 2025 BlackBerry Peach (Spoken word) submission period: Jan 1 - March 15, 2025 (Details NFSPS website).
e Annual NFSPS Contest Submission Period submission period: Jan 1 - March 15, 2025 (Details NFSPS
website).

NFSPS Annual Convention is Scheduled for July 23-28, 2025 in Albuquerque New Mexico
later registrations will cost more. (for details see Strophes at the NFSPS website: NFSPS.net)


mailto:elsquared59@yahoo.com
http://paypal.me/PSTexas
http://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
http://nfsps.org/
http://NFSPS.net

2025 PST Summer Conferen
Betty Roberts & Steve Sanders

Make plans now to attend the 2025 PST
Summer Conference at Springhill Suites in
Denton. The conference, with the theme
“Together in Poetry,” starts with registration
from 3-5:30 p.m. Thursday, July 17, followed
by an Open Mic at Zera Coffee in downtown
Denton. The conference ends at noon
Saturday, July 19.

Are you ready for the PST Summer Conference?
Remember, it is July 17 - 19, 2025, at the Springhill Suites,
in lovely Denton, Texas!

Megan Willome will be the keynote speaker.
Other speakers include a panel discussion on
presenting poetry by Denton Poets’
Association members Roger Bussell and
Kathryn Merry, as well as PST member
Michael Guinn. Other speakers and deadlines
for the hotel and meals will be sent as the
date gets closer. Be ready to learn and be
inspired, along with sharing your poems.

Here’s a preview of one of our speakers. . .
Please welcome our keynote. . .

4 Megan Willome!

Megan Willome is a poet, a soprano, and a journalist. She is the
author of a poetry collection, "Love and other Mysteries," about
the Song of Solomon and the Mysteries of the Rosary. She also
has three other books filled with poems: "The Joy of Poetry” (a
memoir), "Rainbow Crow” (a picture book), and a new edition
of Dickens' “A Christmas Carol." Her day is incomplete without
poetry, tea, and a walk in the dark. Make sure you come to the
2025 Poetry Society of Texas Summer Conference in Denton,
Texas to hear her speak!

Art Meets Poetry 2025 Increases Participation
Doris Brogan (Graphics by BethAyers & Katheryn Ikle)

The 2025 Art Meets Poetry exhibit of ekphrastic art and poetry had a split venue this year due to a scheduling
conflict. The opening night reception was held at TUPPS Brewery in McKinney on Friday night, January 31, from
6 to 8 PM. 98 submissions from 63 members and 35 non-members made up the 46 art and poetry pairings on
display for family, friends and public viewing. The display remained available for viewing through February 11.

Art Meets Poetry 2025 continued on Saturday, February 1, at the Heard-Craig Carriage House in McKinney
from 2 to 6 PM. Art works were displayed for attendees via a slideshow while artists and poets talked about
inspirations and collaborations for their respective projects and poets read their poems..

Participants varied in ages from a very poised 10 year old fourth grader and an accomplished 13 year old
middle school Mockingbird member to doctors, engineers, retirees and gifted grandparents. Distance travelled
was another area of participant variation. In addition to the DFW Metroplex, attendees came from 24 Texas



cities, across 36 zip codes to be a part of AMP 2025: Winnsboro, Tyler, Waco, Pflugerville, Austin and Kingsland
to name just a few.

Attendance totals for the two-day event were 431+, Each attendee received a ballot to vote for the best pairing
of artwork and poem in the exhibit. When votes were tallied AMP had another first, a tie:

Pairing #2: Poet Neeta Nayak with “A Girl Child, NO Less” & artist Anjali Pai with “Embracing Life.”

Pairing #39: Artist Anjali Golwala with “Strength in Fragments” & poet Kavya Baburaj with “A Vessel of Hope.”

Art Meets Poetry, the brainchild of Mockingbird member, Barry Rynk, is a creative collaboration between The
Art Club of McKinney (of which Barry is also a member), the Mockingbird Poetry Society and the Heard-Craig
Center for the Arts.

For information about AMP 2026 participation, check the Mockingbird website, mockingbirdpoetry.org, under
upcoming events. Notices will post in late summer/early fall.

Art Meets Poetry’s Winning Double Feature Pairing #2

Neeta Nayak, a physician specializing in geriatrics, hospice and palliative medicine, started her poetic journey
in earnest during the COVID pandemic. She took long walks, sat on park benches and wrote poetry. In July
2024, she discovered the Mockingbird Poetry Society and The Poetry Society of Texas and knew she’d found
her tribe.

“A Girl Child, NO Less!” was her first entry in Art Meets Poetry. Her poem grew out of her devotion to her
paternal grandmother who was her primary caregiver while her professional parents worked. Neeta said, “This
poem was written to honor one of the kindest grandmothers who graced this planet.” This year marks the 20th
anniversary of her death. She was born in India during a time when women were considered a burden in that
strict patriarchal society. Married and widowed young, she had little education and no opportunities,
therefore, she wanted Neeta to have every opportunity that had eluded her.

Neeta wrote her poem first, then she and Anjali Pai brainstormed ideas for artwork that needed to depict an
Asian grandmother/granddaughter picture to pair with the poem. Neeta said, “Anjali created an exceptional
painting that looks more like a photograph!”

“Winning the People’s Choice Award is definitely the icing on top of the cake. We were clearly excited that our
very first time entering AMP was being recognized by the public. We were extremely grateful to our friends
and family who came out in large numbers to see the exhibit and support us! | definitely did not expect an
award, but | do feel extremely humbled and grateful.”

Anjali Pai is an award winning Dallas-based artist who works in pastels, charcoal and ink. She strives to
showcase the beauty in the commonplace. Her work is inspired by men and women through everyday scenes
of life. Anjali describes herself as, “... a figurative artist drawn to capture everyday moments that reflect human
emotions and connections.

Anjali said, “Neera’s poem beautifully portrays the bond between a grandmother and granddaughter,
symbolizing the circle of life. | was especially moved by the depth and nature of this relationship.” Her painting
“Embracing Life” beautifully captured that dedication to reflecting human emotions and connections in the
faces of grandmother and granddaughter.



Anjali explained that they worked together on the theme, exchanged notes and provided constructive
feedback throughout the creative process.

She was “elated to receive the People’s Choice Award ... and thankful to friends, fellow artists and poets who
supported and cheered for us,”
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Embracing Life
By Anjali Pai

Pastel
127 x 16”7

' You saw me as no less '
% We talked for hours and planned strategy

Kindergarten through high school.
"A girl child, NO less!"
1 ,NO You applauded when I WOl AN CEe R R R

You were ambitious for me; you never ever went easy,
Even when going easy on me, may have been easier for you!

By Neeta Nayak
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Inspiration: "A girl child, NO less!" By Neeta Naya“

Married off at 15...You wanted education but you got babies
You wanted so badly to be a physician,
Instead your life was spent in the kitchen.

Only once were you furious with me,
‘When I said I'm sick of school at age FIVE, you scolded—
“Young lady, buckle up, your journey is just beginning.”

Born in India at a time when a girl had little value,

T overheard your friends say with condescension,
What....your son has no sons? You scoffed in their faces
And said “my girl will make me proud”.

You suffered in your life- a teen wife, mother
Young widow you were, passed from father to husband to son.
You had the biggest smile—it was armor against the world,

Being nice is not a weakness you proved,
Learn everything you can about this universe, you advised
Miss not an opportunity to grow, you emphasized.

T hugged you one last time

20 years ago this year as you breathed your last
My sweet grandmother, my soul friend.

A “girl” you were, born in the 1920’s,

Always a lesser human being
But thanks to your confidence I’'m a woman....no less......

Art Meets Poetry’s Winning Double Feature Pairing #39

Anjali Golwala, currently working on her masters in art therapy, she hopes to use creativity to help others heal
and find their strength. Being a twin, connection and empathy have always been a big part of her life. Her art is
inspired by her journey and belief that that there’s beauty in every story—even the messy ones.

She describes “Strength in Fragments” as “ ... a self-portrait, a reflection of her own healing journey inspired by
the idea that brokenness can be beautiful, much like the art of kintsugi—mending cracks with gold. It
represents how God restores and heals, turning pain into something meaningful. Through His love, broken
pieces of her past have been transformed into something stronger and more beautiful.” She created this
artwork as “a personal reminder that even in brokenness there is beauty, strength and hope.”

Anjali considered collaborating with Kavya “an incredible experience. She is an amazing poet with a gift for
interpreting stories in a way that feels deeply personal and profound. Her words don’t just describe emotions
—they embody them ... bringing art to life through poetry. Working with her was inspiring. | couldn’t have
asked for a better person to bring our vision to reality.”



“Winning the People’s Choice Award was such an honor, a surreal moment for me, Knowing that my artwork
resonated with so many people meant the world. I’'m especially grateful for my friends and family who came to
support me—it made the experience even more special. Their encouragement and belief in me have been a
huge part of my journey and this award is just as much theirs as it is mine.”

Kavya Baburaj is a social work student whose poetry explores themes of resilience, connection and intricacies
of the human experience. Her work reflects deep empathy and passion for storytelling, weaving together
voices of those often unheard. She writes from a place within the human experience, wanting to navigate
topics we seldom explore: pain, self-reflection, a search for peace. She’s inspired to make her writing relatable
by evoking emotions and allowing imagery to do the talking. Kavya means poetry in Sanskrit.

“My poem was inspired entirely by Anjali’s artwork and the emotions it evoked in me. | wanted to explore the
intersection of art and poetry as a form of storytelling—how visual and written mediums can communicate
different layers of meaning. Themes of resilience, identity and transformation naturally found their way into
my work. While we created our pieces independently, our conversations pushed me to think more deeply
about my own writing, adding another dimension to my poem.

“Winning the People’s Choice Award was incredibly meaningful. Knowing that my poem resonated with the
audience in such a personal way was both humbling and affirming. Writing can often feel like a solitary
endeavor, so that kind of validation from the community was deeply rewarding. | was thrilled to share the
award. Art and poetry are so subjective, it reinforced the idea that creativity isn’t a competition—it’s about
connection.”
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Strength in Fragments
By Anjali Golwala

Digitally-enhanced Print
Charcoal and Gold Foil

P poa: —

with trembling hands,
afraid to let the pieces fall,

“A Vessel of Hope” fearing the emptiness that followed.
My body was scarred,
By Kavya Baburaj a map of all the ways I’d failed.
‘Wondering where the light had gone,
and if it would return at all.
Reserved by poet Kavya Baburaj Inspiration: Strength in Fragments But there’s beauty in the breaking—

T didn’t know this then.

I thought the cracks were wounds,
wounds that could not heal.

I've risen from the pain,

patched, but not perfect.

But I no longer fear the breaking.
For in every crack,

I found God waiting—

I am a vessel of hope.

By Anjali Golwala




Poetry Society Of Texas Annual Contests

T he brochure for the 2025 PST Annual Poetry Contest is now available on the PST website. Time to get
started preparing your entries. Make sure your dues are paid up to ensure your eligibility. Budd Powell
Mahan, Annual Poetry Contest Chair, has announced his retirement. The Board thanks Budd for his
outstanding service as Chair. The Annual Contests are a cornerstone activity of PST. We are seeking a
volunteer (either an individual or a team) to ensure this important program continues going forward. Don’t
worry, we have great past Chairs to coach you. If you are interested please contact a PST Board Member.

Volunteer Opportunity
Catherine L'Herisson

T he Board of Directors of the Poetry Society of Texas is seeking a volunteer to lead the PST Poetry in
Schools Student Poetry Program. The young poets of today are the poets who will to kindle a finer and more
intelligent appreciation of poetry tomorrow. If you are interested in leading this important work, or serving on
a committee that continues this important work - please contact Catherine L'Herisson.



President: Catherine L’Herisson
518 Grinnell Dr.+Garland TX 75043
972-270-4994 « caterinepoet@juno.com

Recording Secretary& Acting Treasurer:
Barbara Blanks

1518 Running River Rd « Garland, TX 75044-7254
972-495-7311 « barbarablanks(@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary: Carol Thompson
806 Festoon Court * Tyler 75703
903-539-0458 * btt0212@hotmail.com

Director: Betty Roberts
706 Hillcrest Street » Denton TX 76201
bjrjournal@aol.com

Director: Lynn Roberts Grice
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr « Houston TX 77070-1938
713-249-5935 « texaspoetS3@hotmail.com

Director: Holly Jahangiri
12310 Vintage Leaf Circle » Houston TX 77070
281-435-4413 » holly.jahangiri@gmail.com
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Fort Worth Poctry Society

EXTRA! EXTRA! READ ALL ABOUTIT!

The Fort Worth Poetry Society has some exciting news Lo report about
the 2025 William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest!

1. This year’s winner will receive $200 because of special donations
made in honor of the Seventieth Anniversary of William Barney’s
SECOND Texas Institute of Tetters award. That means the winner
will receive $200 and ten free copies of their published chapbook!
So, get your chapbooks into fiwpoets@gmail.com!

. This year’s judge is Professor Rebecea Baledreel! A Guatemalan-
Anglo American, Professor Balcdreel is the award-winning author
of SHINE ON, LUZ VELIZ! and THE OTHER HALF OF HAPPY, as
well as a contributor to Highlights magazine and a member of the
Texas Institute of Letters. Rebecca loves popcorn. her kitty. and
teaching her students as Associate Professor of English at Tarrant
County College. Look for Rebeeea's short story in BOUNDLESS.
an anthology by multi-racial/multi-cultural authors, which she also
co-edited. Find Rebecca on YouTube as the SixMinuteScholar.
Check out her website! rebeccabalcarcel.com
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Rebecca Balcircel

About the Bulletin of The Poetry
Society of Texas

Bulletin Editor: Fred Manchester
fmanchester@yahoo.com

Graphics: JDarrell Kirkley & Fred Manchester
Distribution: Carol Thompson (Corresponding Secretary)

News Deadline: 14th of each month by 8:00 p.m.
Please include the name of the Chapter in the
Subject Line. The Bulletin is published monthly
August through May; however, only annual contest
results are published in the November Bulletin.
Bulletin is distributed to members via e-mail
through the Corresponding Secretary and posted on
our website at www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org under
the “Publications” tab.
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Fort Worth Poetry Society

Since 103

Save the Date - March 29, 2025
From 10:15 AM to 5:30 PM
At the Grapevine Public Library
The Fort Worth Poetry Society presents

The Second Annual
Quicksilver Poetry Festival!

Featuring -
Mike Guinn - Renowned Spoken Word artist, poet, actor
Dr. Ann Beebe - Professor, University of Texas at Tyler
Cade Huie - Multi-award winning poet
Steve Sanders - Pirate Laureate of Texas
Dr. Rebecca Balcarcel - Professor, Tarrant County College
Shakespeare Dallas - The People’s Theatre!
Open Mic - Your Chance to Share!

Open to the Public
AND IT IS ALL FREE!!!

Watch our website - wwow.FWPOETS.org
or find us on Facebook
for more information!
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Fort Worth Poetry Society

Saxce 1910

The Fort Worth Poetry Society
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In Cooperation with the Poetry Society of Texas Offers
The William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest, 2025

The contest honors the late Fort Worth poet William D. Bamey, one of the most distinguished poets Fort
Worth and Texas has produced, a former member of FWPS, and past president of the Poetry Society of
Texas. Bamey won the national Robert Frost Award in 1961 and was Texas Poet Laureate in 1982-83.

The winner will receive $50 plus 10 free copies of the published chapbook. Deadline: March 1, 2025.

Rules for Entry:

This contest is open to Texas residents and/or active PST members only. Entry fee for Members

of the Poetry Society of Texas is $15. Entry fee for Texas resident non-members of PST is $25.
Payment should be made to: paypal me/FWPoetrySociety.

Contestants should email their manuscriptasa (.doc, .docx, or .pdf) attachment to

fpoets@ gmail.com. Please put "Barney Chapbook Contest" as the subject line. English only, no
translations. The manuscript should be a minimum of 20 but no more than 30 pages of poetry with no
more than one poem per page. Poems should be in 12-point Times New Roman font and have no more
than 50 characters per line including spaces.

The manuscript may include both published and unpublished poems, but may not include poems from
other books or chapbooks by the author. A majority of unpublished poems is preferred but not required.
Do not include acknowledgments with the manuscript. The winner will supply an acknowledgments
page, if needed, during arrangements for publication.

All works must be the author’s original work and shall not include works generated by the use of AL
The author must not be identified on the manuscript. Include name of author, address, phone, email,
and title of the manuscript in the body of the email. Entries will be received between January 1 and
midnight, March 1, 2025.

Manuscripts with poems that contain gratuitous sexual content will not be considered.

Fort Worth Poetry Society will assume the production costs of developing the manuscript into a
market-ready, soft cover collection. This includes editing, cover design, pricing and ISBN registration.
Upon publication of the finished chapbook, the author will receive 10 free copies of the chapbook,
with additional copies available at the author discount of 50%.

FWPS reserves the right to print and sell additional copies at retail cost. Except for the rights granted to
the FWPS, the winner will retain the copyright to the chapbook.

The winner of the contest will not be eligible to enter again for six years. Current members of

the Fort Worth Poetry Society are not eligible to enter this contest.

10.A qualified, impartial judge selected by FWPS, but not a member of FWPS or PST, will select

the winning manuscript. The judge’s name will not be announced until the winner is announced.

11.The winner will be invited to do readings from the chapbook at a PST Conference; at a monthly

meeting of PST in Dallas; and at a public poetry program sponsored by FWPS.

12_Entering the contest acknowledges agreement with these stipulations.
13. Announcement of the winner will be at the April, 2025, PST meeting and by email to entrants.
14. Address any questions about the contest to: steve sanders@ gmail.com.



Mockingbird Poetry Society
Doris Brogan Reporting

S ee the article on Art Meets Poetry

Alamo Area Poets of Texas
Antonia Murguia, Reporting

O ur February meeting on the 1st was exciting because we had six guests. One of our guests was Mary Beth
Bretzlauf, President of Illinois State Poetry Society. She was here visiting her mother, Maggie Pelley, who also
attended our meeting and it was her birthday. We, of course, sang “Happy Birthday” to her.

Susan Sabino was our featured speaker and she gave a wonderful presentation on Valentine Memories. She
spoke of her best school memory being the celebration of Valentine’s Day by creating a Valentine box to collect
cards. Susan described in detail that the valentine cards were scribed at home. Then on Valentine’s everyone
put their boxes on the desk with their heads down while waiting for the teacher to tap them on the shoulder
so that they could pass out their cards. This was done, because some children only brought a few valentines
and not enough for the entire class. She stated that in 5th grade, all the girls were hoping to get a Valentine
from Ricky Martin, the boy all the girls had a crush on. We laughed when Susan told us she finally got a card
from Ricky and thought, “Ah-romance in bloom;” even though the card simply said, “To Susan, from your
friend, Ricky.” Susan had us write our earliest memory of our Valentine experience. A few of us shared and to
end the session, Susan gave us a Diamante Poem form and we are to turn it in next month.

Our secretary even put this into the minutes! | could feel Susan’s urge for us to return the Diamante sheet,
because sometimes, | wish | could assign like when | was teaching and expect a returned assignment! Susan
even handed out heart candy to get us in the Valentine mood. Thank you for a great job, Susan.

Our January winners for the Assigned Topic are: 1st Place - Sheri Anderson; 2nd Place -
Sheila Moore; 3rd Place - Sara Hardy; Honorable Mention - Antonia Murguia.

Our Open Topic winners are: 1st Place - Sara Hardy; 2nd Place - Sheila Moore; 3rd Place -
Sheri Anderson; Honorable Mention - Antoinette Winstead.

Next month our meeting will be on March 1st. Our Assigned Topic is Wings to Fly High.



Rusk County Poetry Society
Janet R. Tyner Reporting

O nJanuary 16, 2025, eight members of the Rusk County Poetry Society met at the multi-purpose building
of South Main Church of Christ in Henderson, Texas.

President Sue Roberts opened the meeting with a word of thanks for the time she has been president and for
members stepping up to take on tasks for the benefit of the society. Richard Hurzeler offered an invocation.
The slate of officers for 2025 was announced and all were elected by acclamation. The 2025 officers are Janet
Tyner, president; Mary Tindall, vice-president; Carol Thompson, treasurer; and llenya Marrin, secretary. Anne
McCrady installed the officers and reminded them of their importance by linking officer purposes to elements
of art.

Anne McCrady presented a lesson titled “Apples to Phone Apps — The Fun and Function of Metaphors.” Poets
participated in activities for creating similes, making metaphors, and brainstorming metaphorical action verb
phrases. Anne shared several of her own poems throughout the lesson. The writing prompt for this lesson is to
expand a metaphor phrase into a poem or revise an existing poem using unusual metaphors to replace prose-
like description.

The next meeting of RCPS will be held on Thursday, February 20, 2025, at the South Main Church of Christ in
Henderson, Texas.

Denton Poets’ Assembly
Betty Roberts Reporting

P resident Richard Kushmaul opened the meeting greeting all those in attendance (8) at the Emily Fowler
Library, Denton, and those attending the meeting online (8).

Poet, Kathryn Merry, offered a Close Read of the poem, “Elegy of Fortinbras,” written by poet, Zigbniew
Herbert, who was the poet DPA members studied for the month of February. She highlighted Mr. Herbert’s
background and its influence on many of his poems, including this poem’s direction discussing the death of
Hamlet and the rise of Fortinbras. Through her knowledge of the play, she was able to clearly link for everyone
the action between characters in the play with his choice of words in his poem. In the Read and Respond
section of the meeting, sixteen members read a poem of their creation in response to Mr. Herbert’s poetry.
Beth Honeycutt delivered an Inspiration Read of “They Also Asked,” a reflection on fairy tales and life inclusive
of the unexpected and expected changes in life...why the dead might want a fairytale, mixed with reality. Free
Choice poem readings were offered by 13 members. Paul Causey delivered a Free Choice Inspiration Read. In
it, he said he searches to find joy and humor in what he writes, but often the exact word escapes his grasp, as
he expressed, “I’'m thinking of a word. Its on the tip of my tongue, poised on the edge of vision...”

Paul also introduced the poet DPA will explore for March, Ted Hughes, 1930 — 1998. Born in Yorkshire, his
family was in the clothing and milling industry. As a child, his teacher encouraged him to write and to explore
poetry. By the age of sixteen, he knew he wanted to be a poet. He met and later married American poet, Sylvia
Plath. Each published their works. In 1957, they moved to the U.S. with her accepting a teaching post at Smith
College and he at U. of Mass.—Amherst. After he started an affair, she returned to England with their 2



children. Separating in 1962, she committed suicide in 1963. His suspected influence on her deciding to end
her life was the subject of public controversy for years. He was awarded the position of British Poet Laureate
in1984 and the Order of Merit by Queen Elizabeth Il before he died in 1998.

Kudos were offered to two DPA poets who were winners in two of the 2024 PST Contests: Catherine L'Herisson
read her adventurous poem, “Snorkeling Off Black Rock, Maui, Hawaii” in which she says “Swimming is Like
Prayer.” Diane Glancy read her minimalist poem, “On the Shore of My Head” which she said arrived after
clipping a long poem down to size.

In Announcements, Treasurer, Chris Irving, thanked all who sent in subscriptions to help monetarily support the
PST conference in Denton next summer. Catherine L'Herisson stated she will share information about the DPA’s
sponsorship of the July PST conference in the Bulletin.

Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to accommodate members who live too far to drive to
Denton, we invite all interested persons to contact President Richard Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com). We
meet the third Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon.

Poets Northwest
Holly Jahangiri Reporting

In January, Poets Northwest celebrated and showcased the chapter's winners of the Poetry Society of Texas
Annual Contests. Twelve of our poets placed 227 times in ninety-three of 100 contests, so we were treated to
readings of many excellent poems. For February, Stephen Schwei challenged us to explore the local art scene
and write ekphrastic poems based on the work of a local artist or artwork displayed locally. Next month's
meeting will focus on the topic of revision.

Poets Northwest welcomes visitors and guests. If you happen to be in the area, we invite you to join one of our
monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the month from 10 AM to 12 PM at Windwood Presbyterian
Church. Please contact PNW via email or social media for more information. Members and guests are
encouraged to read original or favorite works during the second half of each monthly meeting.

Our PST chapter is on the web at http://www.poetsnw.com, on Facebook at https:// facebook.com/
PoetsNorthwest, on X as @HoustonPoets, and on Instagram as poetsnorthwest. We're now on Bluesky, as well!
@poetsnorthwest.bsky.social

Fort Worth Poetry Society
Galen Steele Reporting

The Fort Worth Poetry Society assembled on January 28, 2025 to promote poetry and read/critique the work
of fabulous up and coming poets. This dedicated band of poets meets every month to make the world a better
place one poem at a time.

Quicksilver Poetry Festival is scheduled for March 29 10:15 am to 5:30 pm at the Grapevine Public Library
Featuring Ann Beebe. It will be fantastic and free.

William D Barney Chapbook Contest is now open. We voted to increase the prize to $200. Send the link to
everyone you've ever met. https://fwpoets.org/chapbook-contest/
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