
 
The Next  PST General Meeting - May  10, 2025 
Featuring Sculpted Roses 
Roses is the founder of Sculpted Roses Company, and is a respected 

artist, songwriter, former athlete, and poet who has built a 
presence in the DFW metroplex. His work is driven by a deep 

passion for life coaching, the arts, and poetry, 
addressing themes of faith, relationships, and mental 
health. 
As an advocate for the transformative power of 
creative expression, Roses serves as the Texas 
Chapter President of the Poetry Business Network, a 
community founded by Christoph Jenkins, the owner 
of THE POET LIFE and POETRY BUSINESS NETWORK. 

Additionally, he is a proud member of The Unsealed, 
founded by Lauren Brill former sports analyst and 

journalist, and the Rhythm of Poets, a new poetry collective in Denton, 
Texas.  Roses' creative journey has led him to participate in numerous 
poetry and art shows throughout the DFW, with notable features 
including Mike Guinn Entertainment, opening for former Dallas Poet 
Laureate Joaquin Zihuatanejo, Lost Poet Lounge, Love Liberations and 
Other Longings, Thunder & Lightning Poetry Collective, and the Origin of 



Thought. He has also been a featured voice at North Texas Giving Day, 
several social media interviews, within anthologies as well as a local 
magazine. Most recently, Roses was invited to Midland, Texas to speak at 
Teen Flow Youth Ministry. A self-published author, Roses aspires to spread 
messages of love and healing through his poetry and creative work.

Dead Poet’s Quote of the Month 

“Most of the change we think we see in life. Is due to truths being in and 
out of favor.” 

-Robert Frost 



Minutes Of General Meeting Of The Poetry Society Of Texas 
Saturday, April 12, 2025, 2:30 p.m., via Zoom 
by Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks   

President Catherine L’Herisson welcomed our 23 attendees, and 
reminded us April is Poetry Month. If you or your chapter do anything to 
celebrate, be sure to tell Fred Manchester so he can post it in the Bulletin. 
Also, tell Catherine so she can report it to the National Federation of State 
Poetry Societies.  

Corresponding Secretary Carol Thompson gave the March Membership 
Report for Membership Chair Lynn Lewis. Active Members 171, Associate 
10, Life 30, Student 4, Honorary 5; Benefactor 1; Sustaining 3; Recently 
Deceased 0. We have two new Active members: Sara Hardy, San Antonio; 
and Doug Baldwin, Lorena. One new Associate member: Colleen Owens, 
Charlottesville, GA. PST welcomes you all! Total Membership: 224. Please 
encourage your chapter members to become members of PST to take 
advantage of the many things PST offers. We are one of the few societies 
that includes an anthology as part of our dues. Many other chapters make 
members pay for theirs in addition to dues. 

Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the March Financial report. The 
largest expenditure was for printing and shipping of the Student Awards 
Prize Anthology to her. Both paperback and eBook versions are now 
available on Amazon. The final membership dues were paid to NFSPS—
those dues allow all PST members to be members of NFSPS. 

Librarian Barbara Blanks had no book donations to announce, but 
reminded everyone that those books are added to the permanent 
collection at the Dallas Central Library, which preserves them for future 
generations. 



Budd Powell Mahan will be retiring as Annual Contest Chair after the 
2025 contest is  
concluded. If you or your chapter are interested in the job, please contact 
President L’Herisson. Also note this is the last year for the Coke Brown 
Other Point of View Contest, with a final prize amount of $71. 

Director Betty Roberts said the Summer Conference Registration form 
should be finalized in a couple of weeks, and will be available at the 
website and in the Bulletin. The conference dates are July 17-19, with 
registration beginning on the 17th from 3-5 p.m., at the Springhill Suites in 
Denton. 

The Poetry in Schools Student Contest winners were sent prize 
certificates, and each will receive a copy of the anthology. Over 850 
entries were received. Because winners were spread over the entire state, 
an awards ceremony will not be held this year. Catherine L’Herisson, 
acting as Poetry in Schools Chair, thanked Barbara Blanks for creating and 
mailing the award certificates. She also thanked her for putting the prize 
anthology together and thanked Holly Jahangiri for assisting her.  

If you are interested in taking on the role of Student Contest Chair, please 
contact Catherine or any board member. 

Janet Tyner is still working on the new A Book of the Year. If your 
chapter held or will soon be holding elections of new officers, please 
notify anyone on the PST Board of the results. Current contact 
information of the chapters is included in the anthology. It is also 
needed to keep the PST website information current.  
Our election of Board officers takes place in May. This year’s nominating 
committee consists of Catherine L’Herisson, Chair; and committee 
members Budd Powell Mahan, Jeannette Strother, Irene Robertson, and 
Barbara Lewie Berry. 
	  



For details on the NFSPS Summer Conference, please visit 
www.nfsps.net. If you are planning on going, you could be a delegate for 
PST. Please contact President L’Herisson for details. Being a delegate 
allows you to vote on NFSPS agendas. Conference dates are July 23-27. 
Registration fee is $125 for in-person or Zoom attendance. 
Susan Ayers, Vice President of Fort Worth Poetry Society, announced 
the winner of the 2025 William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest. 
It is Immanuel A. Garcia of Denton, for his manuscript, Purple-Eyed 
Heirlooms. 

Program Committee member Michael Guinn introduced our Program 
Speaker, Joshua Campbell, of Alvord, which is near Decatur. Joshua is an 
award-winning poet who has organized and hosted an open mic poetry night 
for the past five years. He received his MA in English from Texas Woman's 
University and currently teaches as an adjunct for North Central Texas 
College. His website is https:/merelywondering.wordpress.com, where he 
shares what he calls “poetry by a wonderer.” Joshua read several of his 
rhyming poems. Claiming to be “a poetry nut and theater geek,” his 
expressive voice took on the character of each poem subject. “Sweet Little 
Sip” had the voice of seductive alcohol. “Where Was God?” held the voice of 
his mother, grieving for a loved one. While one poem said, “I tripped over my 
self-esteem,” and his last one asked, “Is chasing rainbows such a crime?”  

PST Monthly Contest 
Lynn Roberts Grice 

Monthly Contest Chair Lynn Roberts Grice reminded us that monthly 
contest entries should be sent to the official contest email address: 
monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org  There will be no June or 
August Contest.  More information on the July Contest to come.  Please 
read and follow submission rules! 

mailto:monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org


Lynn announced the winners of the April contest. 15 entries.  
General Contest Judge: Stephen Schwei, Houston 
1st—Sara Hardy, San Antonio—In Granite 
2nd—Dorothy Sells Clover, Beaumont 
3rd—JDarrell Kirkley, Quitma 

Laugh Lines Judge: Mary Creviere Turner, Houston 
LL Winner: Kathryn Merry, Carrollton 
Book Prize winners: Popular—Manuel L. English, Poulsbo, WA; Badger—
Rie Sheridan Rose, Austin; Birma's Collection—Jeri Holcombe Ragan, The 
Woodlands; Marshall—Barbara Blanks, Garland; Seadog CD—Mo H. Saidi, 
San Antonio. 
Other poems were by Fred Manchester, Mary-margaret Belota, Danielle 
Harvey, Barbara Lewie Berry, and Anna Ross. 

Please note: the Ted O. Badger chapbooks will be depleted as of the May 
contest, and that book prize will be discontinued. 

Please review the complete Monthly Contest Rules on the PST website as 
they have changed. www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org General Contest 
Poems have a 28-line limit with no more than 60 characters per line, 
including punctuation and spaces. Laugh Lines have a 16-line limit. One-
line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as lines, but all other 
lines do–including second line of a two-line title, epigraphs, form 
identifications, etc. Submit one typewritten copy for each contest entered 
as a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the email) No PDF’s, 
JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork will be accepted. Type General or Laugh 
Lines in the upper left-hand corner. Type your name, address, phone 
number, and email address in the upper right-hand corner. 

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active 
members who have paid their annual dues. Please don’t forget to renew 

http://www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org/


your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done 
so already. (*see below) Monthly contest entries should be sent to the 
o ffi c i a l c o n t e s t e m a i l a d d r e s s : 
monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org  Please send ONLY 
contest entries to that address. 

Please include – PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line 
Or mail entries to: 
Lynn Roberts Grice 
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr 
Houston, TX  77070 

A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary  
Carol Thompson 

ello, poets! We've moved into another year of writing poetry and 
making plans for our writing projects - a time of creative expectation! In 
the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership 
with the Poetry Society of Texas (PST) is current.   Annual membership 
dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each year  (or $ 500.00 for 
life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues 
payment can fall by the wayside.   
  
You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair 
(elsquared59@yahoo.com) at  
  
Lynn Lewis  
1704 Enderly Place  
Fort Worth, Texas 76104  
  
and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).  

mailto:monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org
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You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 
30. We know that you don't want to be dropped! Membership entitles 
you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the 
National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. 
Paying your annual PST dues means that you are automatically a member 
of NFSPS.  You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year. 
Membership allows you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to 
receive current information and links not available to the general public. 
Pay your dues and keep up with us!  
  
Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no 
matter where you live. Our meetings provide current information, 
member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - 
and fun! You can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org 
and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these organizations – they are well 
worth your time!  

Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript Contest: 2025 Requirements 

Prize: The winning entrant will receive a cash prize of $100 and fifty 
copies of an Amazon KDP published, market-ready, 6 by 9 inch soft-cover 
book (including editing, cover design, pricing, and ISBN registration). The 
winner will assume the cost of additional copies. 

Who may enter: The competition is open only to active dues-paid 
members, life members, sustaining and supporting members, student 
members and officers writing in English. (Note: associate, honorary, and 

http://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
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library members may not enter.). The manuscript must be original work 
by a single author. The winner must agree to three public readings from 
the book: (1) a reading for a PST monthly meeting; (2) a reading at the 
annual summer conference, following the announcement in November; 
(3) a third reading to be arranged by the author. Entry in the contest 
acknowledges agreement with these stipulations. Past winners of this CCL 
and Eakin contests will not be eligible to enter again until the seventh 
year after previously winning. The CCL committee will select a judge 
whose name will be announced when the winner is announced. All rights 
revert to the winner after publication. 

Deadline: Manuscripts must be postmarked between June 1, 2025, and 
August 1, 2025. 

Previously published material: The manuscript may include unpublished 
poems and poems previously published in journals and anthologies (not 
to exceed 25 percent of the whole submission) but may not include 
poems from poet’s other books or chap books, print or electronic. The 
submitter must have rights to previously published poems at the time of 
submitting the manuscript. 

Entry fee: $10 payable by check to Poetry Society of Texas for each 
submitted manuscript. Multiple entries are allowed with separate fees. 

Length: The submitted manuscript should contain between 45 and 60 
pages of poetry, one poem per page, not including other written matter. 
Only poems submitted in the winning contest manuscript will be 
published. No poems may be added or replaced. 

Format: (1) Submit a single printed copy of the manuscript. (1.5) Submit 
an electronic copy of the paper version. (2) No line of poetry shall contain 
more than 60 characters (letters, spaces, and punctuation). (3) The 
manuscript must have a title page without author identification. (4) The 



pages should be numbered. (5) It must include a table of contents. (6) It 
must be bound in some manner (manuscript clip preferred). (7) No 
identification should appear in the manuscript. (8) Manuscripts with 
poems that contain explicit sexual language or expletives will not be 
considered. Do not send the only copy of the manuscript. Manuscripts 
will not be returned. 

Include these items separate from the manuscript: (1) A title page with 
an entrant’s name, address, phone number, and email address. (2) A 
single copy of a poem from the manuscript. If your manuscript wins, this 
poem will be printed in A Book of the Year and read at the awards 
banquet. This copy should have author identification and a note that it is 
part of your Lubbe manuscript. (3) In sending the manuscript, do not 
include a list of acknowledgements for previously published poems. The 
manuscript must not include previously published poems exceeding 25 
percent of the whole. You may include such a list in the book if you are 
the winner. (4) Check for $10.00 payable to PST for each manuscript 
entry. 

Send to: Richard Kushmaul – 9612 Sandlewood Drive, Denton, Texas 
76207. 704-608-9702 (c) 
richardkdpa@gmail.com. 

Past winners include Charlotte Renk, Lynn Lewis, Budd Powell Mahan, 
Terry Jude Miller, Susan 
Maxwell Campbell, Michael Minassian, Christine Irving, Courtney 
O’Banion-Smith, Robert Schinzel, 
and Diane Glancy (2016 and 2024) 



NFSPS NEWS 

our PST dues include membership in the National Federation of State 
Poetry Societies. The latest issue of Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter is on 
their website. Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you have to go 
online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. Please make sure 
you are using NFSPS.net not “.com”. 

The new April 2025 edition of Strophes is on the NFSPS website: 
NFSPS.net featuring:   
- Exciting updates about the NFSPS Annual Convention, scheduled for 

July 23-28, 2025 in Albuquerque New Mexico, including a day by day 
agenda. 

- A memoriam for our own Valerie Martin Bailey 
- And Catherine’s update on page 8 

PST Summer Conference 

Make plans now to attend the 2025 PST Summer Conference at Springhill 
Suites in Denton. The conference, with the theme “Together in Poetry,” 

http://NFSPS.net
http://NFSPS.net


starts Thursday, July 17 and ends Saturday, July 19. The forms shown 
below can be downloaded from the PST Website. 
 

 

REGISTRATION FORM: “Together in Poetry” 
Name:   

Address:   City: State Zip:  

Phone:  Email:      

Total: $  

Check if you require: 

Gluten Free    

Dairy Free   

Vegetarian   

 
 
 
 
 

Poetry Society of Texas—2025—Annual Summer Conference 
“Together in Poetry” 

 

Thursday—Saturday, July 17, 18, and 19, 2025 
Springhill Suites, Denton, Texas, 1434 Centre Place Dr, Denton, TX 

CONFERENCE SESSIONS INCLUDE: 
Open Mic to begin it all; “Balancing the Concrete and the Ambiguous” by Corbett Buckley; Poetry Panel featuring 
Kathryn Merry, Roger Bussell, and Michael Guinn; Immanuel Garcia, winner of the 2025 Barney Contest; Critiquing 
Circle Panel; “How to Shape a Book” with Diane Glancy and Richard Kushmaul; “When Poets Meet” by Susan Maxwell 
Campbell and Christine Irving; reading by Bruce Bond; “Writing Prompts” workshop with Betty Roberts; Close Read 
Presentation with Q&A; “Persona Poetry” with Steve Sanders; plus the annual banquet, open mics lead by Michael 
Guinn, “You Be The Judge” Contest, Fun, Food, Fellowship, and a Bookroom (attendees buy and sell)! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Registration Fee 

 
 
 

 @ $35.00 

 
 
 

per person = $  
Friday Lunch  @ $15.00 per person = $  
Friday Night Banquet  @ $30.00 per person = $  
   

REGISTRATION INFORMATION: 
Registration open: Thursday afternoon 3:00 pm – 5:30 pm. Friday morning 7:45—8:30 am.  Please complete 
the form below. Make checks payable to DPA. Send form and check to: Steve Sanders, 6709 Del Prado 
Avenue, Fort Worth, TX, 76133 (Email: steve.sanders@gmail.com).  Deadline for Conference and Meal 
Registration is Saturday, July 12th.  If paying via PayPal, send payment to paypal.me/PSTexas and please 
scan and email the registration form to steve.sanders@gmail.com. 

HOTEL INFORMATION 
For Reservations call Springhill Suites – Denton at 940-383-4100 (mention “Poetry Society of Texas”) 

or use this link:  https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-
link.mi?id=1743007896024&key=GRP&guestreslink2=true&app=resvlink.  Book your group rate for Poetry Society 

of Texas Rate: $109 or $119/night (plus tax) Reservation deadline: July 3, 2023! 

Title of Poem Submitted for DPA Contest:  _________________________________________ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

“Together In Poetry” 

Thursday—Saturday July 17, 18, and 19—2025 

 
Please join us on Thursday, July 17, at the Springhill Suites in Denton, Texas.  Registration opens at 3:00 pm and goes 
till 5:30. Then, we kick off the Conference with an open mic, emceed by Michael Guinn. (Please note, poems must be 
family friendly!)  Then, it’s off to get plenty of rest for the next day and a half of activities!   
We start Friday, July 18, with a free breakfast for those registered at the hotel.  At 8:30, Corbett Buchly will speak on 
“Balancing the Concrete with the Ambiguous.”  At 9:30, Kathryn Merry, Roger Bussèll, and Michael Guinn will provide us 
with what promises to be a very interesting and informative panel on poetry presentation.  At 10:50, we will hear a 
reading from the winner of this year’s William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest.  Next, we’ll have the first half of the 
“You Be the Judge” contest readings from Bob Schinzel and Steve Sanders.  Then, we break for lunch – a box lunch 
provided by a local sandwich shop (you will get to choose your menu in a later email) with entertainment from DeCee 
Cornish, an award-winning storyteller!  After lunch, we hear the rest of the “You Be the Judge” entries and then roll right 
into a critiquing circle panel with James Neiswender, Beth Honeycutt, Christine Irving and Bob Schinzel.  Be sure to bring a 
poem or two to critique!  At 3:00, Diane Glancy and Richard Kushmaul will give us a presentation on “How to Shape a 
Book,” using actual experience from “PIECE,” Diane’s Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript Contest winner that Richard 
edited. Christine Irving and Susan Maxwell Campbell will present on “When Poets Meet” at 4:00 and then we will 
hear from University of North Texas Regents Emeritus Professor Bruce Bond.  After a break, where you can stroll 
through the bookroom or freshen up in your room, we have our banquet with a whole host of “extras” – the DPA 
contest winners will be announced, “You Be the Judge” winners announced, we conclude the Life Member Auction, 
hear our keynote speaker, Megan Willome, author of “The Joy of Poetry,” and hear from our entertainer for the 
evening, Doug Burr, a singer/songwriter of unusual resonance! You might think that would be all for this very busy 
day, but we don’t call it quits until another open mic with Michael Guinn! 
On Saturday, we begin at 8:30 am with the PST Monthly Meeting and Councilor’s Meeting, including the 
announcement of Monthly Contest winners. At 9:30, we hear from Betty Roberts with “Writing Prompts,” a 
workshop where you will get the chance to share.  Then, we’ll have a Close Read Presentation with Q&A from 
Paul Causey, Beth Honeycutt, and Kathryn Merry.  We close out our presentations with a talk by Steve 
Sanders on “Persona Poetry” and then have a quick plenary session to close out the 2025 conference. 
 
Bookroom: All attendees and speakers may place their books for sale in the bookroom. These books must be 
pre-registered with Richard Kushmaul by email (before the 15th of July.) Send a list of all books you intend to sell 
with: Author’s name, Title of the book, Number of books of each Title, and the Price for each Title (MS Word .docx 
file ). Richard sets up spreadsheets for each author in advance. Bring your books to the Bookroom already 
labeled and ready for sale. Place a 3”X 3” removable Post-it-Note label (or something similar) inside the cover, 
with the following information listed: Author, Title, Price. 
 
You Be the Judge Contest: A PST Tradition. A contest for attendees. In an effort to streamline this contest, the 
line length has been reduced to 15 lines, plus title. The line width is 60 characters. These poems will be read aloud 
then the attendees vote for the winners. Place your entry poem in a folder at registration. 
 
DPA “When Poets Meet” Contest: Open NOW, this is a special contest sponsored by Christine Irving and Susan 
Maxwell Campbell.  Information has gone out and you should submit your entry with your conference 
registration.  Please fill in the title of the poem you are submitting:  ___________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________  
Life Member Raffle: A Friday Night Tradition. Prizes will be donated by PST Chapters and individuals. The pro- 
ceeds help fund PST’s Life Memberships. Prizes will be on display in the bookroom. 
 
PayPal Payments: Payments for the conference can be made on-line if you have a PayPal account. 



 



Poetry Society Of Texas Annual Contests 

he brochure for the 2025 PST Annual Poetry Contest is now available 
on the PST website.  Time to get started preparing your entries.  Make 
sure your dues are paid up to ensure your eligibility.  Budd Powell Mahan, 
Annual Poetry Contest Chair, has announced his retirement.  The Board 
thanks Budd for his outstanding service as Chair.  The Annual Contests are 
a cornerstone activity of PST.  We are seeking a volunteer (either an 
individual or a team) to ensure this important program continues going 
forward.  Don’t worry, we have great past Chairs to coach you.  If you are 
interested please contact a PST Board Member. 

Brightening Mansfield Through Poetry 
Barbara L. Berry 

 trio of PST members has been reading and performing poetry for 
senior citizens at the Mansfield Activities Center in Mansfield for several 
years.   

In February of 2025, the group consisting of Barbara Lewie Berry, Susan 
Maxwell Campbell, and Jeannette L. Strother, read for Black History 
Month.  On April 1, Barbara and Susan were joined by Buzz Wilson, a 
cowboy poet from Mansfield, reading poetry in celebration of National 
Poetry Month.  Jeannette was unable to attend because of a scheduled 
surgery.   

The group will appear again in October in celebration of National Poetry 
Day.  Barbara states, “We proudly share our love for poetry with the 
citizens of Mansfield throughout the year whenever possible.”  She says 
that the audience’s positive response is a testament to poetry’s influence 
on people of all ages. 



Volunteer Opportunity 
Catherine L’Herisson 

he Board of Directors of the Poetry Society of Texas is seeking a 
volunteer to lead the PST Poetry in Schools Student Poetry Program.  The 
young poets of today are the poets who will to kindle a finer and more 
intelligent appreciation of poetry tomorrow. If you are interested in 
leading this important work, or serving on a committee that continues 
this important work - please contact Catherine L’Herisson. 

 



Mockingbird Poetry Society 
Doris Brogan Reporting 

appy National Poetry Month! The Mockingbird Poetry Society 
(MPS) met on Saturday, April 5, at the Heard-Craig Carriage House 

in McKinney. 18 members attended, plus 2 guests.  Aby Law’s 
grandparents attended as guests. It was her grandmother’s birthday, so 
we all sang a rousing rendition of Happy Birthday and   one of the poems 
Aby read was a tribute to her grandmother. 

10 Mockingbirds attended an outing at the Collin County Garden Show in 
McKinney on Saturday, March 15 to explore and enjoy the many exhibits, 
plants and flowers available. Beth Ayers compiled a beautiful PDF 
Memory Book of the outing with photos and poems written in honor of 
the event. 

Five Mockingbird members’ entries were selected to be published in 
Collin County College’s annual Forces Magazine. Congratulations to Beth 



Ayers, Brian Cummings, Lori Hawk Fyfe, Susan Mardele and Neeta Nayak! 
Excellent work poets! 

Susan Mardele hosted an Impromptu Poetry Workshop on Saturday, 
March 29 at 3 p.m. at the John and Judy Gay Library in McKinney. Susan 
gave attendee a series of timed prompts for them to use to write poems. 
She finds the prompts to be an excellent tool to help generate ideas for 
poems. 

The Collin County Poetry Contest Awards Ceremony, sponsored by the 
Mockingbirds, was held on Sunday, April 13 at 2:00 p.m. at the Church 
Street Auditorium in McKinney. Students in grades kindergarten through 
12 were awarded First, Second and Third place honors for their original 
poems submitted for the annual contest. Each First place winner in 
attendance read their winning entry on stage. Judges for each category 
introduced them. In the Mockingbird category. 1st Place went to Lavanya 
Acharya, 2nd went to  Place John O’Connor and 3rd Place went to Susan 
Mardele.  

Aby Law told the group that she got accepted into her  school’s advanced 
theater class next year. She will be appearing in two plays. This year she 
appeared in Cinderella, which several fellow Mockingbirds attended and 
enjoyed immensely. 

Barry Rynk thanked Susan Mardele for her Impromptu Poetry Workshop 
on Saturday, March 29 at 3 p.m. at the John and Judy Gay Library in 
McKinney. Susan said the prompts are a good tool to help generate ideas 
for poems. 

There will be a Poetry Open Mic Sunday, April 27 at 3 p.m. at the John 
and Judy Gay Library in McKinney. It’s open to the public. Bring poetry to 
share. Have fun! 



Alamo Area Poets of Texas 
Antonia Murguia, Reporting 

lamo Area Poets of Texas did not have a regular meeting in April 
because it was Poetry Month. Instead, we decided to have a 

community poetry presentation. We presented a play, readings, and open 
mic. Our program was called “Don’t Be Afraid of Poetry.” Some of our 
members volunteered to perform the play, while others gave readings. 
This was held at the Tobin Library. The play was written, produced, and 
directed by our president, Antonia Murguia. It was called, “She Said, 
Hitting!” The play was about three students learning the poetry form, 
Haiku. 

Antonia wrote the play to be humorous by having the students struggle to 
get the form correct and by calling it the wrong name, for example, Who-
ku, Tanga, Tank-hu, and Hitang! The audience enjoyed the play. 
We, then, had members explain the form of poetry that they were about 
to read and then read their poem in that form. During this time, we also 
had discussions when questions were asked. This was followed by an 
open mic. Several people read at the open mic. This was fun for our group 
and for our audience. At our May meeting, we will announce our winners 
for both March and April. There have been so many poetry events in San 
Antonio that it has become quite difficult to attend them all. I wish there 
was some way I could do that. 
Until next time, Happy Poetry Month to all! 

Rusk County Poetry Society 
Janet R. Tyner Reporting	  
	  



n March 20, 2025, seven members and guests of the Rusk 
County Poetry Society met at the multi-purpose building of 

South Main Church of Christ in Henderson, Texas.  

President Janet Tyner opened the meeting and Richard Hurzeler offered 
an invocation. Carol Thompson reported on the Windhover Writer’s 
Festival which was held in Belton, Texas, in February. Janet Tyner shared a 
handout of upcoming poetry opportunities and had copies of poems for 
participants to hand out on Poem in Your Pocket Day April 11. RCPS 
members were invited to attend the April 25 Northeast Texas Poetry in 
Schools awards ceremony, where the society will present a scholarship to 
the first-place high school senior.  Janet Tyner shared a new poem written 
by Jackie McVey who was unable to attend. 

RCPS welcomed two new members, Brinda Carey and Lisa Holcomb.  

Donna Farmer shared several of her own poems in her lesson on Love. 
She reviewed descriptions of five words that ancient Greeks used for 
feelings of love: agape, eros, philia, storge, and philautia. Participants 
then wrote words and phrases that matched the Greek meanings with 
their own life experiences. The writing prompt for this lesson is to write a 
poem that represents one or more of the love words from the lesson. 

The next meeting of RCPS will be held on Thursday, April 17, 2025, at the 
South Main Church of Christ in Henderson, Texas. 

Denton Poets’ Assembly 
Betty Roberts Reporting 



enton Poets’ Assembly shared response poems to Frank O’Hara’s 
poems when the group met on Saturday, April 19 at Emily Fowler 

Library. The group had 11 poets attending in person and 15 by Zoom. Free 
original poems were also shared. 

Ann Graham gave a close read explanation of O’Hara’s poem “Ave Maria,” 
a humorous poem about exploring sensuality in the 1950s or ‘60s. 
	  
Corbett Buchley read his poem, “shorts” for an inspirational read. Buchley 
said the poem was his attempt at O’Hara’s personism style. It was about 
Buchley’s 15-year-old son and how “life is fleeting and time is 
unforgiving.” 
	  
Members then shared “free” poems on PowerPoint, with inspiration poet 
Cade Huie reading her poem “When I Leave.” 
	  
Paul Causey read member Susan Maxwell Campbell’s prepared 
background information on May’s Read and Response poet, Henri Cole. 
Born in 1956, Cole was executive director of The Academy of American 
Poets from 1982 to 1988. An openly gay poet, Cole has taught at many 
colleges and now teaches at Claremont McKenna College in California. 
	  
Campbell discussed a mini close read of Cole’s poem, “Keep Me.” 
	  
In the kudos section of the meeting, PST 2024 contest winners Ann 
Howells and James Neiswender read and discussed one of their winning 
poems. Howells read “Fragile Like a Bomb,” a poem about spring that 
won Contest #44, The Sisters Prize, which was given for the best poem on 
new beginnings. 
	  
Neiswender read “The Fishermen,” which won Contest #11, which 
required a poem about contributing to the worthy values in life. 



	  
In the announcements section, Betty Roberts said registration is now 
open for the PST summer conference July 17-19 at Springhill Suites in 
Denton, and said she hoped all members would attend. President Richard 
Kushmaul said he would send a registration form to all members. 

Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to accommodate 
members who live too far to drive to Denton, we invite all interested 
persons to contact Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com). We meet the 
third Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon. 

	

Poets Northwest 
Holly Jahangiri Reporting 

t our April meeting, Poets Northwest celebrated National Poetry 
Month by each attendee sharing two poems: one published by a 

well known poet, and one in a similar style,  written by the member. 
Everyone guessed who wrote which poem,  and in many cases guessed 
incorrectly! In some cases, we preferred the member's poem to the more 
famous poet's work. 

Throughout the month, Karen Mastracchio has been posting one-word 
prompts - little poetry starters at  http://www.poetsnw.com/april-
prompts.html - to use in kick-starting the brain for those participating in 
the poem-a-day challenge. I will confess: #16 and #18 have me stumped. 
For now... 
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Poets Northwest welcomes visitors and guests. If you happen to be in the 
area, feel free to join one of our monthly meetings on the third Saturday 
of the month. May's meeting is our annual Spring Fling Awards Banquet, 
but we return to our regular meetings in June. Please contact Poets 
Northwest via social media for more information. During regular 
meetings, members and guests are encouraged to read original or 
favorite works during the second half of each monthly meeting. Our PST 
chapter is on the web at  http://www.poetsnw.com, on Facebook 
a t  h tt p : / / fa c e b o o k . c o m / Po e t s N o r t h w e s t , o n B l u e s k y a s 
poetsnorthwest.bsky.social and on Instagram as poetsnorthwest. March, 
Stephen Schwei gave members of Poets Northwest a fantastic 
presentation on strategies for revising poems. Afterwards, we held a lively 
discussion on revision of poems with demonstrations from our own 
work, including ways to use AI as a tool - not to write or edit for us, but to 
provide feedback and analysis of a poem's strengths and weaknesses. 

Fort Worth Poetry Society 
Galen Steele Reporting 

ncient Irish who attained the title poet were entitled to wear 
a cloak of crimson-colored bird feathers and carry a wand. 

In hopes of earning our own cloaks and wands, the Fort Worth 
Poetry Society assembled on March 25 to promote poetry, read 
great works, and hone our craft. 

Opening poem: “Choose Something Like a Star” Robert Frost read 
by Mary-margaret Belota.j

Treasurer’s Report: The equivalent of 1067 Baja Fish Tacos plus 
chips, guacamole, and soda from Fuzzy’s).

http://www.poetsnw.com/
http://facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest
http://poetsnorthwest.bsky.social/


Business: Thank you to everyone who attended the Quicksilver 
Poetry Festival March 29 at the Grapevine Public Library. It was a 
thunderous success.

Open Streets Magnolia: Join FWPS at Leaves and Tea Books from 
1:00 to 4:00 on April 26 to ring the bell and read some poems.


