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The Next PST General Meeting - April 12, 2025
Featuring Josh Campbell

Josh Campbell is an award-winning poet who has organized and
hosted an open mic poetry night for the past five years. He
received his MA in English from Texas Woman's University and
currently teaches as an adjunct for North Central Texas College.
Josh is brought to us by Michael Guinn, PST Speakers Committee
Member.

Dead Poet’s Quote of the Month

“Poetry is one of the ancient arts, and it begins as did all the fine arts, within the
original wilderness of the earth.””
- Mary Oliver



Minutes Of General Meeting Of The Poetry Society Of Texas
Saturday, March 8, 2025, 2:30 p.m., via Zoom
by Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks

President Catherine L'Herisson welcomed our 18 attendees. She thanked Fred Manchester for the great job he
is doing with the Bulletin, while encouraging members to read it for details on upcoming events and other
information.

Corresponding Secretary Carol Thompson gave the February Membership Report for Membership Chair Lynn
Lewis. Active Members 169, Associate 9, Life 30, Student 4, Honorary 5; Benefactor 1; Sustaining 3; Recently
Deceased 0. We have five new members: Danielle Harvey, Austin; Katia Rowe-Haight, Arlington; Chantel
Mathes, Midland; Kathryn Merry, Carrollton; and Megan Willome, Fredericksburg. PST welcomes you all! Total
Membership: 221.

Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the February Financial report. Income and outgo was about equal.

Librarian Barbara Blanks had two book donation to announce: Piece, by Diane Glancy, winner of the 2024
Catherine Case Lubbe Manuscript Contest; and Merging Visions 2024-Collections X1V, produced by the Denton
Poets’ Assembly. Donated books are added to the permanent PST collection held at the Dallas Central Library
—which preserves them for future generations.

Budd Powell Mahan will be retiring as Annual Contest Chair after the 2025 contest is
concluded. If you or your chapter are interested in the job, please contact President L'Herisson.

Director Betty Roberts, who is on the Summer Conference Committee, asked that individuals and chapters
provide items for the Life Member Raffle. Please have cash for ticket purchases. Richard Kushmaul will be
operating the Book Room. Details on how to prepare books for sale will be included with Conference details to
be posted later.

For details on the NFSPS Summer Conference, please visit www.nfsps.net. If you are planning on going, you
could be a delegate for PST. Please contact President L'Herisson for details.

The second Quicksilver Festival will be held on March 29 at the Grapevine Library. It is free and open to the
public.

Work has started on the new A Book of the Year. If your chapter held or will soon be holding elections of
new officers, please notify anyone on the PST Board of the results. Current contact information of the
chapters is included in the anthology. It is also needed to keep the PST website information current.

April is Poetry Month! If you or your chapter do anything special, please be sure to contact Fred
Manchester for printing in the Bulletin, and President L'Herisson to include with her report to NFSPS.

Program Committee member Michael Guinn introduced our Program Speaker, Ember Moonstone, a Texas-
born poet currently residing in Georgia. She has a degree in interior design and takes pleasure in holistic healing and
a knowledge of metaphysical philosophy. She is ruled by the moon and a water sign, hence her stage name Ember
Moonstone. She took an interest in poetry the first time she heard “roses are red,” and understood that words had
rhythm. She’s realized her love for arts and enjoys writing, playing the clarinet, and singing. She has performed in
open mics, from Texas to Georgia and her first feature was at Elevated Voices, a Mike Guinn production.


http://www.nfsps.net

Ember first thanked Mike Guinn for being her mentor and encourager. While she is an introvert, she said it felt good
to not only express herself, but how happy it made her if her poems touched or helped even one person. Her first
ever Open Mic poem, “Love For the First Time,” dealt with “a secret that was whispered.” Her poems, “More Than a
Movement” and “Anger,” also dealt with childhood trauma. She urged people to “live to encourage and embrace
change,” that abuse was not their story, but part of their story. Don’t let anyone box you in—not even yourself. Her
last poem, “Carrying Paraphernalia,” said that “Selflessness only hinders your growth. Carry what you need for that
season, then let go.”

PST Monthly Contests
Lynn Roberts Grice

Lynn announced the winners of the February contest. 24 entries.
General Contest Judge: Lynda LaRocca, Salida, CO.

1st—Budd Powell Mahan, Dallas—Down to Black and White
2nd—Sheila Tingley Moore, San Antonio

3rd—LeAnne Reaves, Decatur

Laugh Lines Judge: LeAnne Reaves, Decatur

LL Winner: Mary Creviere Turner, Houston

Book Prize winners: Popular—Beth Honeycutt, Denton; Badger—Carol Thompson, Tyler; Birma's Collection—
Sarah Colby, Windcrest; Marshall—Michel-Vincent Corbeaux, Grosbeck; Seadog CD—Jeri Holcombe Ragan, The
Woodlands.

Other poems were by Barbara Blanks, Rie Sheridan Rose, Brian Cummings, Mo H. Saidi, and Manuel L. English.

The next contest is for the month of May. Submissions for the May contest will be accepted from April 1 - April
15. We especially need Laugh Lines poems. Please review the complete Monthly Contest Rules on the PST
website as they have changed. www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org General Contest Poems have a 28-line limit with
no more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation and spaces. Laugh Lines have a 16-line limit. One-
line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as lines, but all other lines do—including second line of a
two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc. Submit one typewritten copy for each contest entered as
a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork will be
accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper left-hand corner. Type your name, address, phone number,
and email address in the upper right-hand corner.

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active members who have paid their annual dues.
Please don’t forget to renew your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done so
already. (*see below) Monthly contest entries should be sent to the official contest email address:
monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org Please send ONLY contest entries to that address.

Please include — PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line
Or mail entries to:

Lynn Roberts Grice

9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr

Houston, TX 77070


http://www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
mailto:monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org

A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary
Carol Thompson

H ello, poets! We've moved into another year of writing poetry and making plans for our writing projects - a
time of creative expectation! In the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership with the
Poetry Society of Texas (PST) is current. Annual membership dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each
year (or $ 500.00 for life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues payment can fall by
the wayside.

You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair (elsquared59@yahoo.com) at

Lynn Lewis
1704 Enderly Place
Fort Worth, Texas 76104

and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).

You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 30. We know that you don't want to
be dropped! Membership entitles you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the
National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. Paying your annual PST dues means
that you are automatically a member of NFSPS. You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year.
Membership allows you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to receive current information and links
not available to the general public. Pay your dues and keep up with us!

Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no matter where you live. Our meetings
provide current information, member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - and fun!
You can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these
organizations — they are well worth your time!

NFSPS NEWS

Y our PST dues include membership in the National Federation of State Poetry Societies. The latest issue of
Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter was just posted to their website. Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you
have to go online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. Please make sure you are using NFSPS.net
not “.com”.

NFSPS Annual Convention is Scheduled for July 23-28, 2025 in Albuquerque New Mexico
later registrations will cost more. (for details see Strophes at the NFSPS website: NFSPS.net)


mailto:elsquared59@yahoo.com
http://paypal.me/PSTexas
http://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
http://nfsps.org/
http://NFSPS.net

Make plans now to attend the 2025 PST Summer
Conference at Springhill Suites in Denton. The
conference, with the theme “Together in Poetry,” starts
with registration from 3-5:30 p.m. Thursday, July 17,
followed by an Open Mic at Zera Coffee in downtown
Denton. The conference ends at noon Saturday, July 19.

Are you ready for the PST Summer Conference?
Remember, it is July 17 - 19, 2025, at the Springhill Suites,

in lovely Denton, Texas! Megan Willome will be the keynote speaker. Other
Here’s a preview of one of our speakers. . . speakers include a panel discussion on presenting
poetry by Denton Poets’ Assembly members Roger
Bussell and Kathryn Merry, as well as PST member
Michael Guinn. Other speakers and deadlines for the
hotel and meals will be sent as the date gets closer. Be
ready to learn and be inspired, along with sharing your

8 Please welcome our keynote. . .

‘4 Megan Willome!

Megan Willome is a poet, a soprano, and a journalist. She is the
author of a poetry collection, "Love and other Mysteries," about
the Song of Solomon and the Mysteries of the Rosary. She also poe ms.
has three other books filled with poems: "The Joy of Poetry” (a

memoir), "Rainbow Crow" (a picture book), and a new edition

of Dickens' "A Christmas Carol." Her day is incomplete without

poetry, tea, and a walk in the dark. Make sure you come to the

2025 Poetry Society of Texas Summer Conference in Denton,

Texas to hear her speak!
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Attention All Poets!

Announcing the New Read & Response Poetry Contest
In conjunction with

Poetry Society of Texas 2025 Summer Conference

e Offered by and judged by Susan Maxwell Campbell and Christine Irving, editors of Denton Poet
Assembly’s anthology When Poets Meet.

e This contest is for response poems only, inspired only by poems supplied by the contest
sponsors.

® The contest is open now, only to registered attendees of the 2025 PST Summer Conference,
July 17-19 in Denton, TX. Deadline for contest entries coincides with conference registration
deadline, TBA.

® Prizes for the contest: 1st Prize $100; 2nd Prize $50; and 3rd Prize $25.

® 40 line limit; this includes your epigraph.

e Winners will be announced by the titles of the poems.

¢ Denton Poets’ Assembly participants are eligible to submit but must enter a new, original
unpublished poem.

¢ Include your poem in the envelope with your registration for PST 2025 Summer Conference.
There is no entry fee for the contest.

¢ Winning poems will be read at the conference and included in DPA’s second anthology of R& R
poems—coming in November 2025.

e Watch your mailbox for more details!




Poetry Society Of Texas Annual Contests

T he brochure for the 2025 PST Annual Poetry Contest is now available on the PST website. Time to get
started preparing your entries. Make sure your dues are paid up to ensure your eligibility. Budd Powell
Mahan, Annual Poetry Contest Chair, has announced his retirement. The Board thanks Budd for his
outstanding service as Chair. The Annual Contests are a cornerstone activity of PST. We are seeking a
volunteer (either an individual or a team) to ensure this important program continues going forward. Don’t
worry, we have great past Chairs to coach you. If you are interested please contact a PST Board Member.

Volunteer Opportunity
Catherine L'Herisson

T he Board of Directors of the Poetry Society of Texas is seeking a volunteer to lead the PST Poetry in
Schools Student Poetry Program. The young poets of today are the poets who will to kindle a finer and more
intelligent appreciation of poetry tomorrow. If you are interested in leading this important work, or serving on
a committee that continues this important work - please contact Catherine L'Herisson.
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Fort Worth Poetry Society
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Save the Date - March 29, 2025
From 10:15 AM to 5:30 PM
At the Grapevine Public Library
The Fort Worth Poetry Society presents

The Second Annual
Quicksilver Poetry Festival!

Featuring -
Mike Guinn - Renowned Spoken Word artist, poet, actor
Dr. Ann Beebe - Professor, University of Texas at Tyler
Cade Huie - Multi-award winning poet
Steve Sanders - Pirate Laureate of Texas
Dr. Rebecca Balcarcel - Professor, Tarrant County College
Shakespeare Dallas - The People’s Theatre!
Open Mic - Your Chance to Share!

Open to the Public
AND IT IS ALL FREE!!!

Watch our website - www.FWPOETS.org
or find us on Facebook
for more information!

o e

Fort Worth Poctry Society

Save the Date - March 29, 2025

From 10:15 AM to 5:30 PM At the Grapevine Public Library
The Fort Worth Poetry Society and the Friends of the Grapevine Library
Present ...

The Second Annual Quicksilver
Poetry Festival!

Schedule of Events for Quicksilver Il

10:15- Opening Remarks and Introduction by President John Bartell

10:30 - MiKe Guinn, "Creatively Speaking"

11:15- Dr. Anne Beebe - ""Thou Wilt Return Him Back’: Journeys
and Debt in the Poetry of Anne Bradstreet (1612-1672)"

12:05 - Lunch Break

1:30 - Cade Huie - "Writing Unfiltered Poetry"

2:30 - Steve Sanders - "The Art of Poetry for Children"

3:00 - Rebecea Balcarcel - "The Necessity of Poetry™

3:30- Open Mic

4:30 - Shakespeare Dallas

S5:30 . Closing Remarks

Open to the Public
AND IT IS ALL FREE!!!



President: Catherine L’Herisson
518 Grinnell Dr.eGarland TX 75043
972-270-4994 « caterinepoet@juno.com

Recording Secretary& Acting Treasurer:
Barbara Blanks

1518 Running River Rd * Garland, TX 75044-7254
972-495-7311 » barbarablanks@aol.com

Corresponding Secretary: Carol Thompson
806 Festoon Court * Tyler 75703

903-539-0458 « btt0212@hotmail.com

Director: Betty Roberts
706 Hillcrest Street « Denton TX 76201
bjrjournal@aol.com

Director: Lynn Roberts Grice
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr » Houston TX 77070-1938
713-249-5935 » texaspoet53@hotmail.com

Director: Holly Jahangiri
12310 Vintage Leaf Circle * Houston TX 77070

281-435-4413 « holly.jahangiri@gmail.com

About the Bulletin of The Poetry
Society of Texas

Bulletin Editor: Fred Manchester
fmanchester@yahoo.com

Graphics: JDarrell Kirkley & Fred Manchester
Distribution: Carol Thompson (Corresponding Secretary)

News Deadline: 14th of each month by 8:00 p.m.
Please include the name of the Chapter in the
Subject Line. The Bulletin is published monthly
August through May; however, only annual contest
results are published in the November Bulletin.
Bulletin is distributed to members via e-mail
through the Corresponding Secretary and posted on
our website at www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org under
the “Publications” tab.




PST CHAPTE
NEWS

Mockingbird Poetry Society
Doris Brogan Reporting

T he Mockingbird Poetry Society (MPS) met on Saturday, March 1, at the Heard-Craig Carriage House in
McKinney. There were 16 members present. Vice President Lori Hawk Fyfe presided.

Beth Ayers gave an update on the Collin County Contest Awards. The CCPC Awards will be presented at 2:00
p.m. on April 12, 2025 at the Church St. Auditorium. Beth asked for volunteers to stay after the meeting to
judge the Adult Category of the CCPC. She and John Alexander are working to complete an anthology for the
CCPC event.

Congratulations to all Mockingbird members who have poems selected to appear in Collin Collage Forces
Magazine 2025: Beth Ayers, Brian Cummings, Lori Hawk Fyfe and Neeta Nayak. Well done!

Mockingbird Beth Ayers appeared in the 40th annual Texas Storytelling Festival on Saturday, March 8th in
Denton.

Mockingbird Susan Mardel will host an impromptu poetry workshop Saturday, March 29 at 3 p.m. at the John
and Judy Gay Library in McKinney.

At the conclusion of the meeting, 15 of the 16 members present each read a poem.

Alamo Area Poets of Texas
Antonia Murguia, Reporting

O ur February meeting became a wonderful time for relearning about participating in contests with the
Poetry Society of Texas and National Federation of State Poetry Societies. Sheri Anderson was our featured
speaker who presented how to enter these yearly contests. She spoke of her experiences and the challenges of
entering contests and the way to face them, as well as suggesting we spend one hour a month researching
contests. Sheri encouraged everyone to participate since there are so many contests for each organization. She
also passed out information on making sure that the rules are read and followed and gave us the deadlines for
PST and NFSP. Thank you, Sheri, for a great presentation.



Our February winners for the Assigned Topic are: 1st Place: Sara Hardy; 2nd Place: Sheri Anderson;
3rd Place: Victoria McCormick; Honorable Mention: Sheila Moore.

The February winners for the Open Topic are: 1st Place: Sara Hardy; 2nd Place: Susan Sabino; 3rd
Place: Sheila Moore; Honorable Mention: Rene Ornes.

We have voted to sponsor one of the student contests for PST in memory of Valerie Martin Bailey.
Carol Siskovic volunteered to be the judge. We already sponsor an adult contest for PST.

Next month is Poetry Month and we are so excited to present the community, a play, readings, and
open mic. This adventure should be fun!

Congratulations to Carol Siskovic, who will have a book signing of her poetry book entitled, Looking
Forward, Looking Back, on March 26th from 5pm to 7pm at the Twig, 306 Pearl Pkwy #106, SAT
78215. Until poetry month, keep up those poetic words coming.

Rusk County Poetry Society
Janet R. Tyner Reporting

S ee you Next Month.

Denton Poets’ Assembly
Betty Roberts Reporting

D enton Poets’ Assembly shared response poems to Ted Hughes's poems when it met on Saturday, March
15 at Emily Fowler Library. The group had 11 poets attending in person and 14 by Zoom. Free original poems
were also shared.

Beth Honeycutt challenged poets to think deeply about foxes when she gave a close read of “The Thought-Fox”
by Hughes.

DPA members read original response poems to Hughes’s poems. As an inspirational poet, Richard Kushmaul
read an Artificial Intelligence poem called “Old Truck, which Kushmaul said took half a second to compose.
Kushmaul asked Al to write a 28-line rhyming poem parody of Ted Hughes’s poem “Tractor” about an old
truck. Responses to the Al poem were mixed.

Members then shared “free” poems on PowerPoint, with inspiration poet Ann Howells discussing her poem
“Into the Horizon” about her father.

Roger Bussell read Campbell’s prepared background information on April’s Read and Response poet, Frank
O’Hara (1926-1966). O’Hara, who died in a car accident at age 40, was an urban poet who worked many years
for the Museum of Modern Art in New York City.

Campbell presented O’Hara’s poem “The Day Lady Day Died” about Billie Holiday. The poem is written in
O’Hara’s style called “personism,” and Campbell challenged DPA members to write a poem in that style.



Personism humorously challenges traditional poetic conventions, avoids overt explanation, is not constrained
by literary norms like stanzas, and leans heavily on casualness. It emphasizes that poetry’s value lies in its
creation rather than its reception.

In the kudos section of the meeting, PST 2024 contest winners Bob Schinzel and Chris Irving read and
discussed one of their winning poems. Schinzel read “Running from the Dark,” which won contest # 93 and was
about the 2024 solar eclipse. Requirements were any subject, any form.

Irving read “Freedom of Assembly,” which won contest # 14, which had to use the theme “The Bill of Rights to
the U.S. Constitution,” any form. Irving’s poem, “Freedom of Assembly,” told about the time her family
assembled on the first Earth Day when they lived in Alabama.

In the announcements section, Betty Roberts reminded members DPA is sponsoring the PST summer
conference July 17-19 at Springhill Suites in Denton, and said she hoped all members would attend.

Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to accommodate members who live too far to drive to
Denton, we invite all interested persons to contact President Richard Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com). We

meet the third Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon.

Poets Northwest
Holly Jahangiri Reporting

I n March, Stephen Schwei gave members of Poets Northwest a fantastic presentation on strategies for
revising poems. Afterwards, we held a lively discussion on revision of poems with demonstrations from our
own work, including ways to use Al as a tool - not to write or edit for us, but to provide feedback and analysis
of a poem's strengths and weaknesses.

In April, we will reprise last year's "April Fools" game for National Poetry Month, bringing two poems - one by
us, one by a well-known poet - and ask everyone to guess which is whose!

Poets Northwest welcomes visitors and guests. If you have poetry-loving friends in Houston and surrounding
areas, please tell them that we would love to have them as guests or members! If you are in the area, we invite
you to visit one of our monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the month. Please contact us via social media
for details. Members and guests are encouraged to read original or favorite works of poetry during the second
half of each monthly meeting. Our PST chapter is on the web at http://www.poetsnw.com, on Facebook

at http://facebook.com/PoetsNorthwest, on X (formerly known as Twitter) as @HoustonPoets, on Instagram as
poetsnorthwest, and now on Bluesky: https://bsky.app/profile/poetsnorthwest.bsky.social.

Fort Worth Poetry Society
Galen Steele Reporting

T he Fort Worth Poetry Society assembled on February 25, 2025 to promote poetry and read/critique the
work of fabulous poets including at least one “grumpy, old, vet.” This dedicated band of poets meets every
month to make the world a better place one poem at a time, and on this occasion discovered, “A little bit of
knowledge can ruin a good poem.”

Opening poem: “Wild Geese” by Mary Oliver.
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Quicksilver Poetry Festival is scheduled for March 29 10:15 am to 5:30 pm at the Grapevine Public Library
Featuring Ann Beebe. It will be fantastic and free.

FWpoets.com Keep your eye on our new website: fwpoets.org for local poetry news, links for poetry
publication submissions, links to Texas literary journals, and the latest “Poetry for the Soul” podcasts.

Events:

March 8: Amanda Russell reading at The Arlington Theater (316 W. Main, Arlington)“l am Woman” presented
by Cul Cabaret 7:30 pm (doors open at 6:30)

Kudos:

Cade Huie: 1st place in the PST February monthly contest. Selected as a judge for Utah State Poetry Societies
annual contests.

Galen Steele: Featured poet at PST’s February meeting.

Steve Sanders: Read at Pirates on the Prairie event. Selected as a judge for Utah State Poetry Societies annual
contests.

Members critiqued 7 poems. This month's unintended theme “Lists”

Next meeting: March 25

J U Poetry Society of Texag

www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org
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