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The Next PST General Meeting - January 10, 2026

Our first Speaker will be Catherine UHerisson who will lead us in
remembrance of those poets and friends we lost in 2025.

Our other Speakers will be all of us! Any PST member attending will have
the opportunity to share at least one poem, perhaps two, in our annual
PST Poem-A-Thon!

Dead Poet’s Quote of the Month
“That it will never come again is what makes life so sweet.” - Emily
Dickinson

A Note From Our PST President

Holly Jahangiri

| am excited to announce that Laurel Davis, of Monahans, TX, has
agreed to be our Annual Contest Chair for 2026! | so appreciate Laurel’s
willingness to step in when needed. We do still need a Contest Chair for
The Statewide Student Contest — a unique chance to ignite the spark of
poetry in young writers across the state of Texas. Please let me know as




soon as possible if you’re interested! If we do not get a volunteer soon,
we will not be able to have the student contests next year.

We also need a chapter to host next year’s Annual Summer Conference —
an event that unites us in friendship and celebration of poetry. If you
attended the conference this past July, you know that Denton Poets
Assembly set the bar high, hosting a fantastic conference in 2025. I’'m sure
they’d be happy to share “lessons learned” and help the 2026 hosting
chapter create a vibrant and energizing conference.

Your time, energy, and creativity can make a vital difference. We all have
families, work, and other commitments in addition to PST. But we cannot
do this without you. Remember: Many hands make light work. You
needn’t take on any of these responsibilities alone. Please contact me at
president@poetrysocietyoftexas.org to let me know which of these things
you could lead.

MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF THE POETRY SOCIETY OF TEXAS
for Saturday, December 13, 2025, 2:30 p.m., via Zoom
by Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks

President Holly Jahangiri welcomed our 21 attendees, including brand-
new member Wanda Jennings. Corresponding Secretary Carol Thompson
gave the November Membership Report for Membership Chair Lynn
Lewis. Active Members 197, Associate 10, Life 29, Student 6, Honorary 5;
Benefactor 2; Sustaining 4; Supporting 2; Recently Deceased 0. Total
Membership: 255. We have five new Active members: Diana Dinverno,
Houston; Joshua Kite, Lakeway; Chris Mikesell, Wylie; W. Preston Tyree,
Austin; and Eileen M. Savidge, Austin. PST welcomes you.



Please encourage your chapter members to become members of PST to

take advantage of the many things PST offers. We are one of the few

societies that includes an anthology as part of our dues, and we also

award monetary prizes in our monthly and annual contests.

Librarian Barbara Blanks had nine book donations to announce:

¢ 88th Annual, Best of 2025 Contest Awards, ed. by Ohio Poetry Day.

e Black Pepper, by Susan J. Rogers.

¢ Crying In Color, by Michael Guinn.

e White Linen Napkins Should Not Be Used When Serving Spaghetti For
Dinner, by Pat Browne Randolph.

e Texas Bards Poetry Anthology 2025, by Texas Poets.

e Texas Poetry Calendar 2006, ed. by Scott Wiggerman & David Meischen.

e Texas Poetry Calendar 2007, ed. by Scott Wiggerman & David Meischen.

e Texas Poetry Calendar 2008, ed. by Scott Wiggerman & David Meischen.

e Texas Poetry Calendar 2010, ed. by Scott Wiggerman & Cindy Huyser.

These books will be added to our permanent collection at the Dallas

Central Library, which preserves them for future generations.

Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the November Financial report. A

$300 deposit was made to the DoubleTree Hotel at Galleria to hold our

2026 awards banquet date. We also paid out almost $7,000 in annual

contest prizes at this year’s Awards banquet, thanks to our contest

sponsors which included members, non-members, and PST itself.

President Jahangiri introduced today’s Spotlight on Members poet,

Mary Creviere Turner, Houston. Mary is the president of Poets

Northwest Chapter. She is an artist, photographer, and an award-

winning poet. Her first book is titled “African Safari.” She read some of

her Christmas and humorous poems. President Jahangiri also

introduced our Program Speaker Cade Huie, of Grand Prairie.

Cade believes, “As poets, and as human beings, we should never stop

learning, should remain open-minded to new ideas, and always seek to

express the truth.” She spends much of her time as a retiree indulging

her lifelong poetry habit. She is the winner of the 2025 Catherine Case

Lubbe Manuscript Award, with her book, “A Sense of Stars.” Howeuver,



today her program was about “Nature as Metaphor in Poetry.” Nature
gives us a way to express our deepest emotions and thoughts because
nature can reflect and embody our emotional states. Nature metaphors
can comfort or confront your feelings—connecting the internal and
ephemeral with the external and concrete. Symbols should be specific
to help avoid shallow and cliché metaphors. 1.) What in the natural
world matches the texture of what you’re feeling. 2.) Nature can
represent the stages and passages of our lives. (Growth and stagnation,
different cycles, seasons.) 3.) Nature metaphors can be a doorway to
spiritual and existential things because nature seems to hold answers
to, or participate in, the same mysteries that we experience. Here are
Cade’s tips for creating good metaphors. 1.) Listen closely and observe
carefully, then translate what you hear and find. Be specific—what kind
of bird, storm, morning, etc. 2.) Complicate the obvious. Not just a
storm—what kind? Violent, slow-building, sudden, etc. 3.) Use
unexpected combinations. 4.) Trust your reader. Don’t explain your
metaphor. 5.) Remember that Nature is not always beautiful and
comforting. Drought, darkness, decomposition. “When we write about
Nature, we write about ourselves.”

Our January meeting will begin with our Memorial Program, presented by
Catherine L'Herisson. After that we will have our Poem-Athon. Please
bring one or two short poems to read, as time permits. The poems can be
yours or by other poets.

PST Monthly Contest

Lynn Roberts Grice

Lynn announced the winners of the December contest. 20 entries.
General Contest Judge: Crystal Robbins, North Hollywood, CA
1st— Budd Powell Mahan, Dallas—Communion

2nd—Mary Crevier Turner, Houston

3rd—Sara Hardy, San Antonio

Laugh Lines Judge: Barbara Lewie Berry, Mansfield
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The Fort Worth Poetry Society
In Cooperation with the Poetry Society of Texas Offers
The William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest, 2026

The contest honors the late Fort Worth poet William D. Barney, a former member of FWPS, past
president of the Poetry Society of Texas, and Texas Poet Laureate in 1982-83. Barney won the
national Robert Frost Award in 1961, which was awarded by Frost himself.

The winner will receive $200 plus 10 free copies of the published chapbook. Deadline: March 1, 2026.
Rules for Entry:

1. This contest is open to Texas residents and/or active PST members only. Entry fee for Members
of the Poetry Society of Texas is $15. Entry fee for Texas resident non-members of PST is $25.
Payment should be made to: paypal.me/FWPoetrySociety.

2. Contestants should email their manuscript as a (.doc, .docx, or .pdf) attachment to
fwpoets@gmail.com. Please put “Barney Chapbook Contest” as the subject line. English

only, no translations. The manuscript should be a minimum of 20 but no more than 30 pages of
poetry. Poems should be in 12-point Times New Roman font and have no more than 50

characters per line including spaces. ***We do NOT accept simultaneous submissions.***#*

3. The manuscript may include both published and unpublished poems, but may not include poems
from other books or chapbooks by the author. A majority of unpublished poems is preferred but
not required. Do not include acknowledgments with the manuscript. The winner will supply an
acknowledgments page, if needed, during arrangements for publication.

4. All works must be the author’s original work and shall not include works generated by the use of
AL

5. The author must not be identified on the manuscript. Include name of author, address, phone,
email, and title of the manuscript in the body of the email. Entries will be received between
January 1 and midnight, March 1, 2026.

6. Manuscripts with poems that contain gratuitous sexual language will not be considered.

7. Fort Worth Poetry Society will assume the production costs of developing the manuscript into a
market-ready, soft cover collection. This includes editing, cover design, pricing and ISBN
registration. Upon publication of the finished chapbook, the author will receive 10 free copies of
the chapbook, with additional copies available at the author discount of 50%.

8. FWPS reserves the right to print and sell additional copies at retail cost. Except for the rights
granted to the FWPS, the winner will retain the copyright to the chapbook.

9. The winner of the contest will not be eligible to enter again for six years. Current members of the
Fort Worth Poetry Society are not eligible to enter this contest.

10. A qualified, impartial judge selected by FWPS, but not a member of FWPS or PST, will select
the winning manuscript. The judge’s name will be announced on the FWPS website - fwpoets.org.
11. The winner will be invited to do readings from the chapbook at a PST Conference; at a monthly
meeting of PST in Dallas; and at a public poetry program sponsored by FWPS.

12. Entering the contest acknowledges agreement with these stipulations.

13. Announcement of the winner will be at the April, 2026, PST meeting and by email to entrants.
14. Address any questions about the contest to: bartell.john@yahoo.com
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LL Winner: Barbara Blanks, Garland

Book Prize winners: Popular— Barbara Blanks, Garland; Birma's Collection
—Ann Howells, Carrollton; Marshall—Nick Sweet, Shepherd; Seadog CD—
Catherine L'Herisson, Garland. Other poems were by Galen Steele, Sylvia
S. Medel, Irene Robertson, Manuel L. English, Christine H. Boldt, and
Sheila Tingley Moore.

Lynn also announced a new book prize to begin in January, 2026: The
Mary Margaret Carlisle Award (Carlisle Award), using books donated in
Mary’s memory by her husband, Leo Waltz. Please review the complete
Monthly Contest Rules on the PST website as they have changed. The
next Contest is for February - entries will be accepted from January 1 until
midnight January 15. General Contest Poems have a 28-line limit with no
more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation and spaces.
Laugh Lines have a 16-line limit. One-line titles and spaces between
stanzas do not count as lines, but all other lines do—including second line
of a two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc. Submit one
typewritten copy for each contest entered as a .doc or .docx attachment.
(Not in the body of the email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic fonts, or artwork
will be accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper left-hand
corner. Type your name, address, phone number, and email address in
the upper right-hand corner.

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active
members who have paid their annual dues. Please don’t forget to renew
your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done
so already. (*see below) Monthly contest entries should be sent to the
official contest email address:
monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org Please send ONLY
contest entries to that address.

Please include — PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line
Or mail entries to:


mailto:monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org

Lynn Roberts Grice
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr
Houston, TX 77070

A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary
Carol Thompson

Hello, poets! We will soon start another PST year of writing poetry and
making plans for our writing projects - a time of creative expectation! In
the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership
with the Poetry Society of Texas (PST) is current. Annual membership
dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each year (or S 500.00 for
life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues
payment can fall by the wayside.

PST Membership Dues Were due Before July 1, 2025

You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair
(elsquared59@yahoo.com) at

Lynn Lewis
1704 Enderly Place
Fort Worth, Texas 76104

and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).

You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November
30. We know that you don't want to be dropped! Membership entitles
you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the
National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee.
Paying your annual PST dues means that you are automatically a member
of NFSPS. You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year.


mailto:elsquared59@yahoo.com
http://paypal.me/PSTexas

Membership allows you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to
receive current information and links not available to the general public.
Pay your dues and keep up with us!

Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no
matter where you live. Our meetings provide current information,
member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results -
and fun! You can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org
and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these organizations — they are well
worth your time!

NFSPS NEWS

Your PST dues include membership in the National Federation of State
Poetry Societies. The latest issue of Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter is on
their website. Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you have to go
online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. Please make sure
you are using NFSPS.net not “.com”.

The October 2025 edition of Strophes is on the NFSPS website:

NFSPS.net

e Announcing that the 2026 NFSPS National Convention will be held in
Overland Park, Kansas

Current NFSPS Contests

NFSPS Contests

*NFSPS 36th Annual College Undergraduate Poetry Contest (Submission
period: December 1, 2025 — January 31, 2026)

eBlackberry Peach Spoken & Written Word Contest (Submission period:
January 1, 2025 - March 15)


http://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
http://nfsps.org/
http://NFSPS.net
http://NFSPS.net
https://nfsps.net/college-undergraduate-poetry-competition

*50 Annual NFSPS Poetry Contests (Submission period: January 1, 2025 -
March 15)

New! New! New!

Show off your membership in Poetry Society of Texas with the first official, authorized t-shirt displaying the
PST name and logo! Go to Zazzle.com and type Poetry Society of Texas in the search box. The t-shirts come
in a variety of colors and sizes for men, women, and children. Look for other items soon. Think Christmas

gifts!
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Poetry Sociely of Tey,

https://www.zazzle.com/poetry_society_of_texas_official_t_shirt-256387697952197723
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PST CHAPTER
NEWS

Wildflower Poetry Society
llenya Marrin, Reporting

Wildflower Poetry Society met on Thursday, December 11 with five
participants. Snacks contributed to a holiday party atmosphere. Several
poets shared their creations based on last month’s prompts. llenya Marrin
read “Connected” and received feedback from group members. We wrote
poems from prompts during the meeting, and have a prompt for next
month (optional): A New Year, A New You.

The next meeting (always the second Thursday) is January 8,
2-3:30 pm, at the Tyler Public Library.

Mockingbird Poetry Society
Doris Brogan Reporting

Returning in January

Alamo Area Poets of Texas
Antonia Murguia, Reporting




Our December meeting was wonderful with the Christmas Luncheon. We
had plenty of goodies

and everyone was so joyful. Sometimes | wish we could have more
luncheons!

Due to unforeseen circumstances, we were not able to present the
winners of our poet laureate

for 2025 until this month. Our Alamo Area Poets of Texas 2025 Poet
Laureate is Sheila Moore;

1st Runner-up is Antonia Murguia; 2nd Runner-up is Sara Hardy; 3rd
Runner-up is Susan

Sabino. We congratulated all the winners.

Our November winners for November’s Assigned Topic were: 1st Place:
Sheri Anderson; 2nd

Place: Rene Ornes; 3rd Place: Victoria McCormick; Honorable Mention:
Susan Sabino. The

Open Topic winners were: 1st Place: Carol Siskovic; 2nd Place: Rene
Ornes; 3rd PI

Rusk County Poetry Society

Janet R. Tyner Reporting

On October 16, 2025, thirteen members and guests of Rusk County
Poetry Society met in Overton, Texas, in the McMillan Memorial Library
for “Verses and Snacks,” an annual celebration of poetry. Those present
enjoyed a light lunch, drawings for prizes, and hearing a variety of poems
from the Jacksonville Poetry Group, Wildflower Poetry Society, and Rusk



County Poetry Society. One lucky guest left with a coupon for a two-night
stay at Dame Fortune’s Cottage Court in Hot Springs, Arkansas, which was
donated by Sue Roberts and her family.

On November 20, 2025, ten members and guests of Rusk County Poetry
Society met at the multi-purpose building of South Main Church of Christ
in Henderson, Texas. A motion was passed to change the RCPS annual
contest category subject to “endurance.” Officers were elected for 2026:
President Janet Tyner, Vice-President Mary Tindall, Treasurer Carol
Thompson, Recording Secretary llenya Marrin, and Corresponding
Secretary Lisa Holcomb.

Sue Roberts, Spotlight Poet, incorporated one of her poems as a model
for her lesson, titled “Poetry in Prose.” Sue shared excerpts from works
by well-known authors that included poetic devices and images. The
assignment for the next meeting is to select a line, a paragraph, or even a
thought from one of the prose examples in the lesson and use it to
compose your own poem.

On December 18, RCPS will meet at Tia Juanita’s restaurant in Henderson

to celebrate Christmas with lunch and sharing poems.

Denton Poets’ Assembly
Betty Roberts Reporting

Denton Poets’ Assembly shared response poems to Wallace Stevens’s
poems when the group met on Saturday, Nov. 15 at Emily Fowler Library.
The group had 11 poets attending in person and 12 by Zoom. Free original
poems also were shared.

Member Eugene Kusterer began the meeting with a close read of
Stevens’s poem “Anecdote of the Jar.” Kusterer said he discovered in his



research that Stevens suffered from depression and constantly battled
being overweight.

Twelve members shared their response poems, and member Nikolai
Lanier was the inspiration reader with his poem “Words in Stone Remain
(Unless Weathered)” based on Stevens’s poem “The Death of a Soldier.”
Thirteen members then shared “free” personal poems, ending with Becca
Hines reading and discussing her poem “Maine: Visitation in Grey,” in
which she discussed the fog imagery.

Bob Schinzel read Susan Maxwell Campbell’s prepared background
information on December’s Read and Response poet, Dylan Thomas. Born
in 1914 in Wales, Thomas died at the young age of 39 in a New York
hospital. Thomas struggled with alcohol abuse most of his life, and his
wife, two sons and a daughter lived in relative poverty.

To introduce him, Campbell read a mini close read of Thomas’s poem,
“Fern Hill.” Although it is a six-stanza poem, Campbell discussed only the
first two stanzas.

In the kudos section of the meeting, president Richard Kushmaul
congratulated all the winners of the PST annual contest. Member Betty
Roberts read and discussed her poem, “Shrinkage,” which won a first
place in category #39. She said this poem was one of the rare rhymed
poems she writes.

Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to accommodate
members who live too far to drive to Denton, we invite all interested
persons to contact Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com). We meet the
third Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon.

Poets Northwest
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Holly Jahangiri Reporting

Returning in January

Fort Worth Poetry Society
Galen Steele Reporting

The Intrepid poetic explorers of the Fort Worth Poetry Society met in
October to find value in

places economists can't even imagine. Economists say a thing is only
worth what someone is

willing to pay for it but...

Opening Poem:

Diner by Louis Jenkins

read by Greyson Harper

(November poem from John Bartell.)

Old Business

Arts Goggle 2025: We read and shared poetry with the public, and
listened to a teenager read

her original poem to our society and her adoring father. Economists:
$76.50; FWPS: Priceless

New business

Voted to adopt and inclusion statement and have it included with the
purpose statement

on the website

Purpose Statement:

The purpose of the Fort Worth Society (FWPS) shall be for the members
to study and

produce poetry and encourage similar activities by others.

We, the FWPS, welcome poets and poetry lovers of all backgrounds and
experience



levels regardless of their ethnic, cultural, religious, or gender identities.
Economists: $0.00; FWPS making people feel welcome, priceless

Kudos

Mary-margaret's new book a balm for the soul is available on Amazon.
Steve Sanders received third place in the PST monthly contest

Amanda Russell Has a zoom reading on November 20th and was selected
as the judge for the

Derry Tutt contest.

Poetry Society of Texag

www.poetrysocietyoftexas.org




