
The Next  PST General Meeting - February 14, 2026 
Program Speaker: Immanuel A. Garcia 

Immanuel A. Garcia is a Queer & Latino spoken word artist and full-time recovering 
optimist currently based in Lewisville, TX. His poetry is monkey pawed to the abstract and 
administers soul reunions daily. A multi-time Poetry Slam & Story Slam champion, his 
pieces have been adapted for regional theatre productions and published in notable 
journals such as Mad Swirl, Yellow Dog Poet Society, North Texas Review, The Bayou 
Review, and Gossamer Arts. He is the author of 2 full-length collections of poetry: Pèace 
De Résistance [‘17], and Under Wannabe Moonlight [‘24], as well as the recent chapbook, 
Purple-Eyed Heirlooms [‘25], per the 2025 William D. Barney Chapbook Contest. When not 
in poet flow, he's likely bawling uncontrollably to slice-of-life manga, or hyperfixating  on a 

niche factoid about Ireland, which is his greatest and most honest obsession. All work created by him is meant 
to be performed at some point, especially when your grandest audience is yourself. 

Spotlight Poet: Joshua Kight 
Joshua Kight was born in Virginia Beach, Virginia in 1954 to a blue collar family of story 
tellers and jokesters. He has a Bachelor of science in Art Education from Old Dominion 
University in Norfolk, Virginia and a master of Fine arts in painting from the University 
of Texas at Austin. 
Josh has been teaching, painting and writing poetry ever since. 
 
Josh has had shows at Kilgore College, at several places in Houston, Dallas and Austin. 
He recently showed with an Austin based printmaking group called Aesop's in Rhode 
Island. He was recently featured in “The Magic of Modern Art” show in the spring of 
2023 at the “Marietta Cobb Museum of Art”. He has published poems in "White 
Pelican Review", " Third Wednesday", "Epiphany", and "Muse" among others. 

 
He lives in Austin, Texas with his wife Heather. His 4 children are grown and functional. Joshua is currently the 
President of the Austin Poetry Society. 

Dead Poet’s Quote of the Month 
“"I have never started a poem yet whose end I knew. Writing a poem is discovering." - Robert Frost 



MINUTES OF GENERAL MEETING OF THE POETRY SOCIETY OF TEXAS 
for Saturday, December 13, 2025, 2:30 p.m., via Zoom 

by Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks   

Vice President Michael Guinn welcomed our 28 attendees. President Holly Jahangiri was unable to attend. 
Corresponding Secretary Carol Thompson gave the December Membership Report for Membership Chair 
Lynn Lewis. Active Members 144, Associate 9, Life 30, Student 2,; Benefactor 2; Sustaining 4; Supporting 2; 
Library 5. Recently Deceased 1. Jackie McVey, Tyler. Total Membership: 195. We have four new Active 
members: Wanda Jennings, Grand Prairie; Marcine Moore, Grand Prairie; Benjamin Nash, Austin; and Nickolai 
Lanier, Denton. PST welcomes you. 
If you did not renew your membership by November 30, you were taken off the membership roster, but it is 
not too late to renew now. Please encourage your chapter members to become members of PST to take 
advantage of the many things PST offers. We are one of the few societies that includes an anthology as part of 
our dues, and we also award monetary prizes in our monthly and annual contests. 
Librarian Barbara Blanks had three book donations to announce:  
To Women Everywhere, by Laurel Lee Santiago. 
I Got My Period and I’m Angry, by Laurel Lee Santiago. 
The Learning Dance, by Eleanor Jennings Eilenberger. 
These books will be added to our permanent collection at the Dallas Central Library, which preserves them for 
future generations.  
Acting Treasurer Barbara Blanks gave the December Financial report. The first place winner of the Mahan 
Award in Annual Contest forfeited her $400 prize since her poem had been previously published, which is not 
allowed. The second place winner, Pamelyn Casto, was moved up to first place and received the prize instead. 
PST pays dues to NFSPS for each of our members, which allows them to participate in NFSPS contests and 
events as members. Dues were mailed based on current membership. Dues for new members added between 
now and early March will be mailed then. Also, 2026 annual contest sponsorships now total over $2,500 in 
prize money. 
	Director Catherine L’Herisson presented our Memorial program for members lost in 2025—and earlier. PST 
doesn’t always receive notice of a member’s death in a timely manner, but we do try to honor them in this 
memorial program when we learn about it. 
	Beatrice Kovner Bobys, a published poet and pioneering founder of the Girl Scouts, died in Corpus Christi 
on February 4, 1991. She was a member of several organizations including being a Life Member of PST. 
	Mary Beth Hopwood was a Life Member of PST and an active member of the Permian Basin Poetry Society 
Chapter, even after a horse fell on her and she had to enter a nursing home. That was in the early 2000s. 
While it hasn’t been officially confirmed since we haven’t been able to find an obituary, but based on 
information we received from a Permian Basin member, we are assuming Mary Beth has passed on. 
	Rosa Nelle Anderson, of Allen, was a Life Member of PST. Again, we are unable to officially confirm her 
death, but when a board member tried to contact her, Rosa’s phone was no longer in service. If anyone has 
any information about Mary Beth or Rosa Nelle, please contact a Board member. 
	Richard Sale, of Denton, was a past president of PST—he is the 8th one listed in our A Book of the Year. He 
was also a Life Member. He died in 2022, exact date unknown. He was known for his Western-themed 
poetry, and as a journalist and novelist. 
	Dorothy Strickland-Nelson, Wylie, was 95 when she died on December 19, 2024. She was a Life Member of 
PST. Her obituary said she “touched countless lives with warmth and kindness, leaving behind cherished 
memories that will forever echo in hearts.” 
	Hollis Davis, a Life Member from Trophy Club, was 88 when he died, perhaps in November, 2025. He was 
also a member of the Tarrant County Poetry Society Chapter. A memoriam written by a fellow member of 
the Roanoke Texas Toastmasters Club said Hollis “brought our club a tremendous amount of joy and wit. He 



loved being funny.” He excelled as a baseball pitcher and guitarist, among other talents, and in his later 
years, faithfully wrote a poem every day. 
	Jackie McVey last lived in Tyler, and died on December 23, 2025, at the age of 88. She completed a Bachelor 
of Arts in English and Social Sciences from Blue Mountain College where she was selected by her peers as the 
student who best represented the virtue of versatility. She was also a Registered Nurse who earned a Doctor 
of Philosophy in Nursing from the University of Texas at Austin. 
Announcements:  
Art Meets Poetry Ekphrastic Event in McKinney, beginning February 6. https://mockingbirdpoetry.org/art-
meets-poetry/ 
Lucidity Poetry Retreat in Branson, MO, from April 7-9. Contact Nancy LaChance for details: 
lachancenancy@outlook.com 
William Barney Chapbook Contest is now open. Check the PST website for details. 
NFSPS.net –they have several contests currently open, including the Manningham Student Poetry Contest, and 
the Stevens Manuscript Contest. The January Strophes is also available at their website. 
Tejas Story and Poetry Slam in Denton, March 14. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-tejas-festival-annual-
story-slam-tickets-1978132079299 
	VP Michael Guinn and Recording Secretary Barbara Blanks hosted the Poem-Athon, held at the January 
meeting, when our members are our Program Speakers. Attendees read their poems in order of having 
joined the meeting rather than alphabetical.  

A Note From Our PST President 
Holly Jahangiri 

Unless we get a volunteer to chair it, we will not hold the Statewide Student Contest in 2026.


Also, if we do not get a chapter to host the Annual Summer Conference we will hold it via 
Zoom in June.


Your time, energy, and creativity are absolutely crucial to a thriving Poetry Society of Texas. We all 
have families, work, and other commitments in addition to PST. We cannot do this without you. 
Remember: Many hands make light work. You needn’t take on any of these responsibilities alone. 
Please contact me at president@poetrysocietyoftexas.org to let me know which of these things you 
could lead.


Hope to see you at our next meeting - it promises to be an exciting program!


PST Monthly Contest 
Lynn Roberts Grice 
Lynn announced the winners of the January contest. 8 entries.  
General Contest Judge: Crystal Robbins, North Hollywood, CA 
1st— Jeri Holcombe Ragan, The Woodlands—The Birth  
2nd—Sara Hardy, San Antonio 
3rd—Jerry Lovelady, Beaumont 

Laugh Lines Judge: Barbara Blanks, Garland 
LL Winner: Sara Hardy, San Antonio 
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Book Prize winners: Popular—Wanda Jennings, Grand Prairie; Birma's Collection—Richard P. Hurzeler, Tyler; 
Marshall— Barbara Blanks, Garland; Seadog CD—Cade Huie, Grand Prairie; Carlisle Award—Catherine 
L’Herisson, Garland. There were no other entries. 

Please review the complete Monthly Contest Rules on the PST website as they have changed.  General Contest 
Poems have a 28-line limit with no more than 60 characters per line, including punctuation and spaces. Laugh 
Lines have a 16-line limit. One-line titles and spaces between stanzas do not count as lines, but all other lines 
do–including second line of a two-line title, epigraphs, form identifications, etc. Submit one typewritten copy 
for each contest entered as a .doc or .docx attachment. (Not in the body of the email) No PDF’s, JPG’s, artistic 
fonts, or artwork will be accepted. Type General or Laugh Lines in the upper left-hand corner. Type your name, 
address, phone number, and email address in the upper right-hand corner. 

Eligible entries will only be accepted from Life, Student, and Active members who have paid their annual dues. 
Please don’t forget to renew your PST membership prior to submitting your entries if you haven’t done so 
already. (*see below) Monthly contest entries should be sent to the official contest email address: 
monthlycontestchair@poetrysocietyoftexas.org  Please send ONLY contest entries to that address. 

Please include – PST & “Month” Monthly Contest in the subject line 
Or mail entries to: 
Lynn Roberts Grice 
9611 Magnolia Ridge Dr 
Houston, TX  77070 

A Note From Our PST Corresponding Secretary  
Carol Thompson 

Hello, poets! We will soon start another PST year of writing poetry and making plans for our writing projects - a 
time of creative expectation! In the midst of writing, please take time to make sure your membership with the 
Poetry Society of Texas (PST) is current.  Annual membership dues are $ 25.00 payable by the end of June each 
year (or $ 500.00 for life.) While we send out reminders, we know life gets busy and dues payment can fall by 
the wayside.   

PST Membership Dues Were  due Before July 1, 2025 
  
You can mail your dues to Lynn Lewis, membership chair (elsquared59@yahoo.com) at  
  
Lynn Lewis  
1704 Enderly Place  
Fort Worth, Texas 76104  
  
and can even send them via Paypal (paypal.me/PSTexas).  
  
You can be dropped from the rolls for failing to send dues by November 30. We know that you don't want to 
be dropped! Membership entitles you to enter the free monthly contests, PST annual contests - and the 
National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) for a reduced fee. Paying your annual PST dues means 
that you are automatically a member of NFSPS.  You also receive PST’s The Bulletin and A Book of the Year. 
Membership allows you to join the PST-For Members Facebook group to receive current information and links 
not available to the general public. Pay your dues and keep up with us!  
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Our general PST meetings are now held on Zoom, so you can attend no matter where you live. Our meetings 
provide current information, member-featured Spotlight poetry, program speakers, contest results - and fun! 
You can read about both societies at poetrysocietyoftexas.org and at nfsps.org. Take an active part in these 
organizations – they are well worth your time!  

NFSPS NEWS 

Your PST dues include membership in the National Federation of State Poetry Societies. The latest issue of 
Strophes, the NFSPS newsletter is on their website. Strophes is no longer mailed to PST so you have to go 
online if you want to see it or print it if you want a copy. Please make sure you are using NFSPS.net not “.com”. 

The January 2026 edition of Strophes is on the NFSPS website: NFSPS.net  
The 2026 National Federation of State Poetry Societies (NFSPS) Annual Convention and the BlackBerry Peach 
SLAM which will take place July 23- 26 in Overland Park, Kansas at the DoubleTree Hotel and will be co-
hosted by NFSPS and the Sunflower Poets of Kansas! Check NFSPS.net for updates.  

The theme will be Advocacy! Activism! Community! Hopefully this theme creates space to explore the 
importance and influence of poetry as an effective tool for shaping the internal and external landscapes of our 
world. It is our hope that the 2026 convention will be lifted in the optimism and spirit of poetry as community.  

Current NFSPS Contests 
NFSPS Contests 
• NFSPS 36th Annual College Undergraduate Poetry Contest (Submission period: December 1, 2025 – January 

31, 2026) 
• Blackberry Peach Spoken & Written Word Contest (Submission period: January 1, 2025 - March 15) 
• 50 Annual NFSPS Poetry Contests (Submission period: January 1, 2025 - March 15) 
• Convention Madness Submission Window (January 1 - April 30 

New! New! New! 
Show off your membership in Poetry Society of Texas with the first official, authorized t-shirt 
displaying the PST name and logo! Go to Zazzle.com and type Poetry Society of Texas in the search 
box. The t-shirts come in a variety of colors and sizes for men, women, and children. Look for other 
items soon. Think Christmas gifts!


http://poetrysocietyoftexas.org/
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The Fort Worth Poetry Society 
In Cooperation with the Poetry Society of Texas Offers 

The William D. Barney Memorial Chapbook Contest, 2026 
 

The contest honors the late Fort Worth poet William D. Barney, a former member of FWPS, past 
president of the Poetry Society of Texas, and Texas Poet Laureate in 1982-83. Barney won the 
national Robert Frost Award in 1961, which was awarded by Frost himself. 
 
The winner will receive $200 plus 10 free copies of the published chapbook. Deadline: March 1, 2026. 
 

Rules for Entry: 
 
1. This contest is open to Texas residents and/or active PST members only. Entry fee for Members 
of the Poetry Society of Texas is $15. Entry fee for Texas resident non-members of PST is $25. 
Payment should be made to: paypal.me/FWPoetrySociety. 
2. Contestants should email their manuscript as a (.doc, .docx, or .pdf) attachment to 
fwpoets@gmail.com. Please put “Barney Chapbook Contest” as the subject line. English 
only, no translations. The manuscript should be a minimum of 20 but no more than 30 pages of 
poetry. Poems should be in 12-point Times New Roman font and have no more than 50 
characters per line including spaces. ***We do NOT accept simultaneous submissions.***** 
3. The manuscript may include both published and unpublished poems, but may not include poems 
from other books or chapbooks by the author. A majority of unpublished poems is preferred but 
not required. Do not include acknowledgments with the manuscript. The winner will supply an 
acknowledgments page, if needed, during arrangements for publication. 
4. All works must be the author’s original work and shall not include works generated by the use of 
AI. 
5. The author must not be identified on the manuscript. Include name of author, address, phone, 
email, and title of the manuscript in the body of the email. Entries will be received between 
January 1 and midnight, March 1, 2026. 
6. Manuscripts with poems that contain gratuitous sexual language will not be considered. 
7. Fort Worth Poetry Society will assume the production costs of developing the manuscript into a 
market-ready, soft cover collection. This includes editing, cover design, pricing and ISBN 
registration. Upon publication of the finished chapbook, the author will receive 10 free copies of 
the chapbook, with additional copies available at the author discount of 50%. 
8. FWPS reserves the right to print and sell additional copies at retail cost. Except for the rights 
granted to the FWPS, the winner will retain the copyright to the chapbook. 
9. The winner of the contest will not be eligible to enter again for six years. Current members of the 
Fort Worth Poetry Society are not eligible to enter this contest. 
10. A qualified, impartial judge selected by FWPS, but not a member of FWPS or PST, will select 
the winning manuscript. The judge’s name will be announced on the FWPS website - fwpoets.org. 
11. The winner will be invited to do readings from the chapbook at a PST Conference; at a monthly 
meeting of PST in Dallas; and at a public poetry program sponsored by FWPS. 
12. Entering the contest acknowledges agreement with these stipulations. 
13. Announcement of the winner will be at the April, 2026, PST meeting and by email to entrants. 
14. Address any questions about the contest to: bartell.john@yahoo.com 



 



Wildflower Poetry Society 
Ilenya Marrin, Reporting 
The Wildflower Poetry Society meets each second Thursday at the Tyler Public Library, 2-3:30 P.M. 
The next meeting is February 12. One aspect of each meeting is critique (optional). If you would like gentle feedback on a 
poem, please bring 8-10 copies which will be returned to you with written notes from other members.   

Mockingbird Poetry Society 
Doris Brogan Reporting 

Stay Tuned 

Alamo Area Poets of Texas 
Antonia Murguia, Reporting 
Our first meeting for AAPT went wonderfully. All members except one were present and we had one guest join us. We 
were subjected to a great presentation honoring Valerie Martin Bailey by member, Pat Gibbs. Pat read some great poems 
written by Valerie. She explained that Valerie started writing at 8 years old. Her mother gave her the love for poetry. 
Valerie has a long list of accolades in her lifetime, many times was she Poet Laureate for different organizations. 
Pat read the following poems in the following order: 
• Book-Spinning Strong into God. Poem - Winter Will Pass; 
• Book-Inkwell Echoes 2012. Poem-First Lady; 
• Inkwell Echoes 2015. Poem-Just One Role; 
• Inkwell Echoes 2019. Poem-The Passing of the Paid Toilet; 
• Inkwell Echoes 2016. Poem-A Bike Was Meant to be Green; 
• Inkwell Echoes 2017. Poem-Farewell to Firefly; 
• Inkwell Echoes 2020. Poem-Death by Decision. 
If you have any of these books, I suggest you read Valerie’s poems; many are humorous. Thank you to Pat for bringing 
Valerie’s poems to us. I still miss her voice and sweet smile. 
Our judge, Catherine L’Herisson, for the December poems could not send them to us until almost meeting day due to a 
death in her family. We send our condolences, Catherine. As our meeting day was approaching, we asked Jonathan 
Fletcher, a fellow poet who helps everyone when possible to judge our poems. Hence, after receiving both Catherine’s 
and Jonathan’s winning selections, we decided to honor all choices. 
Our December winners are Assigned Topic: 1st Place-Susan Sabino & Sheri Anderson; 2nd Place-Sheila Moore; 3rd Place-
Rene Ornes & Lea Fagin; and Honorable Mention-Antoinette Winstead. 
Our December winners are Open Topic: 1st Place-Sheri Anderson; 2nd Place-Susan Sabino & Victoria McCormick; 3rd 
Place-Antoinette Winstead & Antonia Murguia; and Honorable Mention-Charles Jones & Sheila Moore. 
We thank both judges for volunteering their time at a busy occasion like Christmas! 
Our February meeting will be on the 7th at 2 pm. 
May you have a great beginning of this new 2026 year. 



Rusk County Poetry Society 
Janet R. Tyner Reporting 
On December 18, 2025, seven members and guests of Rusk County Poetry Society met at Tia Juanita’s Fish 
Camp restaurant in Henderson to celebrate Christmas with lunch and sharing poems. Everyone enjoyed a great 
meal, and it was good to see some friends we had missed recently. A few people shared poems, either their 
own or some by well-known poets from the past. The next meeting will be at South Main Church of Christ in 
Henderson and will include installation of the 2026 officers, open mic time, and a lesson by Carol Thompson.   
On October 16, 2025, thirteen members and guests of Rusk County Poetry Society met in Overton, Texas, in 
the McMillan Memorial Library for “Verses and Snacks,” an annual celebration of poetry. Those present 
enjoyed a light lunch, drawings for prizes, and hearing a variety of poems from the Jacksonville Poetry Group, 
Wildflower Poetry Society, and Rusk County Poetry Society. One lucky guest left with a coupon for a two-night 
stay at Dame Fortune’s Cottage Court in Hot Springs, Arkansas, which was donated by Sue Roberts and her 
family. 

Denton Poets’ Assembly 
Betty Roberts Reporting 
Denton Poets’ Assembly shared response poems to Bob Dylan’s poems when the group met on Saturday, Jan. 
17, at Emily Fowler Library. The group consisted of 12 poets attending in person and 17 joining by Zoom. Free 
original poems were also shared, along with close reads and inspiration reads. 
To begin the meeting, member Christine Irving discussed Dylan’s poem “Love is Just a 
	Four-Letter Word,” which is the only poem song that Dylan wrote that he never recorded or sung 
	on stage. Instead, Joan Baez recorded the song. Irving said the poem is written in first person,  
	which is the most dramatic way to catch the reader’s attention. 
Eight members shared their response poems, and member Nancy deHonores discussed 
	her poem, “Falling From the Sky.” 
Fifteen members then shared “free” personal poems, ending with member Corbett 
Buchly’s inspiration read of his poem “How did cigarette vending machines work anyway?” 
	In the setting of Buchly’s poem, he personified Death, saying Death was hanging around a diner 
 in his Levis. 
Betty Roberts read Susan Maxwell Campbell’s prepared background information on  
February’s Read and Response poet, Natalie Diaz, a Mojave American poet who won the  
Pulitzer Prize for poetry in 2021 for her book, “Postcolonial Love.” Diaz, an associate professor 
at Arizona State University, lives in Phoenix. 
In the kudos section of the meeting, Ann Howells read and discussed her poem, “For a  
	Tiller of the Soil,” which won contest 74, the Linda Banks Award, at the 2025 Poetry Society .of  
	Texas banquet in November 2025. The contest required a subject of gardens or gardening. 
	Howells said her husband is a gardener; she said she appreciates gardens, and considers spring 
	joyous.  
Also, during the kudos time, member Cade Huie discussed her poem, “On the Side of 
	the Road, which won the PST contest 48, the Patrick Marshall Memorial Award, which was  
	given for the best free verse on any subject. Huie’s poem was both personal and based on a  
	photo she had seen that reminded her of an abusive marriage. 
		During the announcements, president Richard Kushmaul said the library will not  
	be available in February and March, so our meeting will have to be totally by Zoom. 
Because DPA is committed to the hybrid meeting style to accommodate members who live 
too far to drive to Denton, we invite all interested persons to contact Kushmaul (richardkdpa@gmail.com).  
We meet on the third Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon. 
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Poets Northwest 
Lynn Roberts Grice, Reporting 
Poets Northwest had its Christmas party in December. There was a gift exchange and two poem contests:  a 
holiday “Hetmet,” a form that member, Carol Taylor created, won by Mary Turner, and a “Slinky” poem, won by 
Holly Jahangiri. Our January meeting is our annual reading of members poems that were submitted and/or 
won in the 2025 PST Annual Contest. 

Poets Northwest welcomes visitors and guests. If you happen to be in the area, we invite you to join one of our 
monthly meetings on the third Saturday of the month from 10 AM to 12 PM at Windwood Presbyterian 
Church. Please contact PNW via email or social media for more information. Members and guests are 
encouraged to read original or favorite works during the second half of each monthly meeting. 

Our PST chapter is on the web at http://www.poetsnw.com, on Facebook at https://facebook.com/
PoetsNorthests, on X as @HoustonPoets, and on Instagram as poetsnorthwest. We’re now on Bluesky, as well! 
@ poetsnorthwest.bsky.social 

Fort Worth Poetry Society 
Galen Steele Reporting 

Fort Worth Poetry Society, in cooperation with Mike Guinn Entertainment and the Mansfield Commission for 
the Arts presents: 

An Evening of Poetry  

at Farr Best Theater in Mansfield 

3:30 on March 15, 2026 ($5)
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